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THE COUNTRIES WITH THE 
MOST CASES

Sources: World Health Organization; The New York Times

Data according to the "WHO COVID-19 Dashboard", published on January 28th, 2021.
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Venezuela's constant migration flow has caused 
geopolitical tensions between Peru and Ecuador, 

destabilizing regional power relations. The COVID-19 
pandemic and the closure of borders between states have 
disrupted the flow of migrants, leading migrants to seek 
alternatives to cross them. Peru has received more than 
one million Venezuelans, and Ecuador is focused on its 
general elections. The South American migration issue 
added to the current health crisis requires a rapid response 
to the question: how to provide joint humanitarian aid 
amid the pandemic?

Irregular crossings have been managed by smugglers 
who direct migrant flows to Colombia and Peru, 
sometimes through the Ecuadorian territory. Under the 
excuse of controlling Venezuelan migration, the Peruvian 
government deployed more than 1,200 soldiers and 50 
military vehicles at the end of January 2021, including 
armored vehicles, to the border with Ecuador. Days later, 
the Ecuadorian Armed Forces Command also mobilized 
troops and military tactical vehicles to the border with 
Peru, seeking cooperation and increased patrolling of 
illicit trails.

However, the militarization of borders in the South 
American region is not commonly used for migration 

control and it is already criticized by international human 
rights organizations. It is noteworthy that the territorial 
disputes between Ecuador and Peru represented the 
longest dispute in regional history, dating back to the 
secession of the Republic of Ecuador of the former 
Great Colombia in 1830 — the outcome of the conflict 
occurred in 1998 with the signing of a comprehensive 
peace agreement, after the participation of Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, and the United States in the negotiations.

The Ecuadorian Ministry of Defense announced 
that he will present a "protocol for reopening borders 
proposal" to Colombia and Peru throughout February and 
March 2021. The idea is to establish a dialogue between 
the countries and non-governmental organizations to 
make feasible a humanitarian corridor that respects the 
migratory flow and meets the pandemic's specific details.

With political, historical, military, health, and 
humanitarian components, the problem is not easy to 
solve. However, it is possible to expect a dialogue between 
the actors involved, and a military escalation would not 
offer any benefit to the region at this moment and would 
represent a great threat to Venezuelan migrants. Like in 
the past, the participation of allied countries as mediators 
seems to be an adequate path.

Venezuelan migrations and the militarization of the border between Peru and Ecuador
Bruna Soares Corrêa de Souza

SOUTH AMERICA

Source: R4V

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n132.p 05.

https://r4v.info/en/documents/details/84168
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A Jamaican company initiative to explore Pacific minerals

Rafael Esteves

Jamaica has increased its economy by exporting primary 
products, such as bauxite and aluminum, and tourism, 

with an approximated GPD of USD 16 billion in 2019. 
Recently, the country joined a select group capable of 
performing deep seabed mining activities. In December 
2020, the International Seabed Authority approved the 
order by the Jamaican company Blue Minerals Jamaica 
Limited (BMJ), in partnership with Jamaica's government 
authorizing the exploration of polymetallic nodules 
in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone, a submarine region of 
the Pacific Ocean. What is the relevance of this fact to 
Jamaica?

Polymetallic nodules are mineral resources extracted 
from the seabed, composed of variations of copper, 
cobalt, manganese, nickel, and iron. Among the large 
confirmed reserves of these resources, there is the 
Clarion-Clipperton Zone, an underwater geological 
fracture that extends from Mexico to Hawaii. Currently, 
other 16 multinationals have exploring contracts in the 
region. Cobalt is important because it is a raw material 
for batteries and jet engines, increasingly required in the 
international market, especially in the aerospace sector. 
Currently, other 16 multinationals have exploration 
contracts in the region.

The BMJ’s pursuits indicate that the Caribbean 
country wants to join the polymetallic nodules race, 
which will cause an economic and geopolitical impact. 
Jamaica has been economically struggling with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The possibility of reaching 
reserves of important minerals for growing industries, like 
the aerospace one, would result in greater international 
attention, including foreign investors, especially due to 
the rising demand for this raw material. Furthermore, 
BMJ allows the expansion of an extremely restricted 
area, in which there are only 30 international contracts, 
by entering the deep seabed mining field. Therefore, 
Jamaica will be possibly the first Caribbean country to 
attain this capacity. This would enable the country to 
achieve technological advances in the oceans' economic 
exploitation, besides greater bargaining power with 
countries dependent on polymetallic nodules, boosting 
its geopolitical importance. 

Therefore, it is possible to conclude that the pursuits 
can strengthen Jamaica's economy, and project it 
geopolitically in the mining business. However, it is 
emphasized that the entire Caribbean Sea will be affected, 
attracting international attention and interests, due to the 
capacity acquired by Jamaica.

Source: USGS (adapted)

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n132.p 06.

https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/locations-clarion-clipperton-zone
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NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA Blue Economy: environmental geopolitics under the American economy

Ana Carolina Vaz Farias

The sustainable use of the oceans has increasingly 
affected  international politics. While the interests 

in their economic potentials are intensified, coastal 
countries demonstrate a growing concern to understand 
and look after their marine resources. The importance 
of the sea for the economy is a process that has been 
unfolding since the 15th century — the Great Navigations 
consolidated the international trade routes across the 
oceans. Thus, the so-called Blue Economy implies that 
the growth and the development of the sea economy must 
be intertwined with its sustainable and socially equitable 
use. Therefore, what is the Blue Economy's influence on 
the economic steadiness and the national security of the 
United States of America?

First, it is necessary to highlight the strategic value 
of this sector. The sea economy comprises all economic 
activities based on the oceans, seas, lakes, rivers, and 
coasts. In 2018, this sector provided 2.3 million jobs, 
contributing about USD 373 billion to the US GDP. It 
should be noted that the participation of the sea economy 
increased 5.8% between 2017 and 2018 in the American 
GDP — above the growth of the country's economy, 
equivalent to 5.4% in the same period. Furthermore, if 

coastal areas were a single country, they would be in 
third place in the world's GDP ranking, only behind the 
United States and China.

In this respect, the U.S. Department of Commerce's 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 19th, 2021, released the Blue 
Economy Strategic Plan 2021-2025, which aims to 
expand and strengthen the American Blue Economy 
by 2025 in five specific areas: maritime transportation; 
ocean exploration; competition for seafood; tourism 
and recreation; and coastal resilience. This will be 
done through public-private partnerships and massive 
investment in science and technology, allowing a better 
comprehension of the impacts of human activities and 
climate change on the oceans to maximize the blue 
economy's sustainable economic contributions.

Therefore, it is clear how the oceans are crucial 
for national security, population development, and the 
USA prosperity. Thus, it is possible to understand how 
environmental issues are a geopolitical concern, as 
changes in access to these resources can lead to increased 
tensions between countries highly dependent on the sea 
industry, like the case of China.

The United States' foreign policy tack to Africa is 
essentially strategic. The approach to the continent 

happens less because of its relevance itself and more 
due to hegemonic clashes. However, the narratives that 
support this stance are inconstant and raise questions 
about the possible differences between Joe Biden's new 
management and Trump’s administration.

Historically, the end of the Cold War dissolved 
the bipolar clash for influence in Africa. However, in 
the 2000s, the Bush Doctrine and the creation of the 
AFRICOM (United States Africa Command) indicated 
the fight against terrorism in the Sahel as a strategic 
revaluation. Currently, the narrative prioritizes the dispute 
for global power with Russia and China as competitors, 
countries that maintain a wide range of contact on the 
continent. This framework presents similarities between 
the governments of Trump and Biden, preserving some 
differences, like predicted in the meeting promoted by 
the nominee for the ambassador of the U.S. mission to 

the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, in the 
Commission of Foreign Affairs of the Senate, in January 
27th, 2021.

The former President Trump did not have an agenda for 
Africa, and he did not visit the continent either (Boletim 
130). The vacancy in the Department of State's Bureau of 
African Affairs between 2017-2018 and in the Embassy  
of South Africa for three years are clear examples.  
The weakening of public support for liberal NGOs and  
USAID (United States Agency for International 
Development) external aid and the obstruction of the 
climate and health agenda reinforce the detachment from 
complex African matters. Additionally, the restrictive 
migration policy against Nigeria, Eritrea, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Chad, Libya, and Somalia has also disturbed 
the African diaspora. 

For his part, Biden looks forward to recovering the 
U.S. influence on multilateral mechanisms, resume the 
commercial agenda, and endow the liberal democracy 

The strategic agenda in the US-Africa relationship

João Victor Marques Cardoso

  »

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n132.p 07.

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_152/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_152/mobile/index.html
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From Cape Town to Antarctica: the South African Antarctic Program and its interests on the  
continent

Vivian Mattos

South Africa is the only country on the African 
continent with an active presence in Antarctica, with 

long-lasting claims in the region since colonial times. In 
1959, the African country was one of the twelve states 
that founded and signed the Antarctic Treaty, revealing 
its desire to define the Antarctic continent's governance 
format. However, the first strategy for the continent was 
created only in 1994, with the country's democratization. 
Over the last decade, the country heavily invested in the 
modernization of its South African National Antarctic 
Program (SANAP) instruments and its three Antarctic 
and Sub-Antarctic stations, including the purchase of 
“S.A. Agulhas II”, its icebreaker. Therefore, the crucial 
point of comprehension is: what is Antarctica's strategic 
importance for South Africa?

According to the South African Department of 
Environmental Affairs, the country's perspective of this 
region is focused on marine resources that can be used 
to deal with the current and future problems such as 
food security and scientific research for the development 
of biotechnology and sustainable energy. Thus, South 
African foreign policy is aligned with the UN's SDGs 
(Sustainable Development Goals), being used as one of 

the country's international projection methods in terms of 
being engaged in the main international regimes. 

On January 4th, 2021, the “S. A. Agulhas II” arrived at 
Penguin Butka in the Antarctic continent. The trip is one 
of several voyages made by SANAP throughout the year 
to provide supplies to its Antarctic and Sub-Antarctic 
stations, assuring the progress of the scientific activities 
undertaken by its researchers and mainly safeguarding 
the South African interests in the region. Besides, South 
Africa sees its territory as a gateway access to Antarctica, 
as there are expeditions from other countries that use 
South African ports for logistic purposes, especially Cape 
Town.

Furthermore, the Antarctic continent's strategic 
importance for South Africa is based on the old South 
African desire to be and build an image as the main 
African regional power. South Africa defends that, due 
to its international scope and active participation in the 
main international regimes, it is fair that the country 
be recognized as the main representative for African 
concerns and demands for the other 53 African countries 
and for the international community.

to pressure the African leaders for good governance. 
Considering the global disputes, however, it means 
facing China's growing influence along with the African 
countries in the UN system, confronting the vigorous 
Chinese commercial-financial package destined for the 
continent, and emphasizing the values that the U.S. has 
historically advocated.

Thus, unlike Trump's disengagement from office, 
but under the same view of China as an opponent, in the 
current government, the African continent indicates the 
permanence as a mere setting of disputes. According to 
Thomas-Greenfield, however, Africa cannot allow itself 
to be a pawn between global powers again, as it has 
control over its own future now.

Source: Parts Unknown
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The French projection in the Indian Ocean and its strategic partnership with India 

Marina Corrêa and Victor Magalhães Longo

In an extremely globalized and articulate world, bilateral 
alliances are extremely important for the great powers, 

as well as the projection of influence. In 1998, France 
and India established the so-called Strategic Partnership, 
which promoted periodic dialogues, but, for a long time, 
with modest results. This setting started to change in the 
latest years, with the most recent bilateral meeting taking 
place on January 7th 2021, in New Delhi, when they 
discussed several topics, including maritime security 
and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. Given this, it 
is significant to understand what are the advantages for 
France in its strong approach to India.

Several events highlight the growing French interest 
in the region. In 2018, France announced its Indo-Pacific 
strategy, the first European country to do so and, at the 
end of 2020, entered the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
as the 23rd member country. Besides that, India's military 
partnership increased in the last five years, especially 
by choosing French fighters (Rafale) and submarines 
(Scorpène) to integrate the Indian military arsenal, 
once India has been looking to reduce its dependence 
on Russian equipment and spare parts, diversifying its 

portfolio.
On the French part, this partnership seems to have 

two main aspects: the economic and the strategic. About 
the first one, the country finds itself able to fill a gap in 
the Indian economy in traditionally heavily regulated 
sectors and that require huge capital, such as the energy 
field, ensuring their access to the growing Indian market. 
Simultaneously, the country preserves its advanced 
know-how since the technology transfer agreements are 
relatively old ones.

From the strategic-military perspective, this bilateral 
approach outside the European Union's scope matches its 
willingness to adopt an autonomous Foreign Policy. In 
addition to the sale of military equipment, the agreements 
signed for logistical support, joint patrolling (Boletim 
113), and Indian access to French naval facilities in their 
overseas territories (for example, on La Réunion Island) 
provide a guarantee of rapid response to maritime issues 
and a powerful ally for the French strategy in the Indo-
Pacific. In a second plan, the countries project themselves 
against the Chinese expansion in the region, a common 
goal between them.

Source: IACL AIDC Blog
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Internationally recognized as a region with major oil 
exporters, the Persian Gulf is also a dependent location 
on the hydrocarbons consumption for the generation of 
electricity and the desalination of sea water, especially 
when it comes to countries of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). This circumstance has contributed to 
the countries of this bloc’s investment in other energy 
sources to supply domestic demand and guarantee their 
energy security.

In this regard, the idea of energy security may 
reflect Daniel Yergin’s definition in an article named 
“Ensuring Energy Security” — published in Foreign 
Affairs magazine in 2006 — which understands that oil-
exporting countries focus on maintaining the “security of 
demand”. Hence, they want consumer markets to exist 
to absorb their production and, consequently, guarantee 
government revenues. However, if a large portion of the 
production is consumed domestically, export capacity 

Renewable energy in the Gulf: a case of energy security?
André Nunes

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

Fishing corresponds to only 0,12% of Britain's 
economy, employing little more than 12,000 people. 
However, its historical relation with maritime 
sovereignty assures it a significative political weight. 
The sector has been in decline since the 1970s when 
the United Kingdom joined the European Union. This 
led the fishing lobby to become one of the most active 
pressure groups for the Leave campaign, arguing that 
the UK should recover the control over its jurisdictional 
waters. Still, in the withdrawal agreement from the EU, 
expired in December 2020, it was decided that EU ships 
could continue to fish inside the 12 miles water limit off 
the British coast. On the other hand, the Government 
claims it managed to reduce the EU's rights over British 
waters until 2026, after which time this percentage 
will be negotiated annually, even if the Government's 
initial proposal was an 80% reduction. After all, does  
post-Brexit fishery benefits from the British sovereignty?

The definitive impacts of the withdrawal agreement 
on the fishing sector are unclear and some topics, such 
as quotas per species, will be negotiated separately. 
However, there are expectations for a renewal of the 
fishing fleet, with investments of up to USD 137 million 
promised by the Government, and an increase on the total 
amount of fish caught by British boats. Nonetheless, the 
increase in bureaucracies to export, such as the prohibition 
of shellfish exports, is an obstacle to competitiveness, 
considering nearly half of all the fish caught in the UK 
is sold to Europe. Consequently, an amplification of the 
political pressure by the sector in order to reverse its 
losses should be expected.

The issue of Scotland's independence also acquires 
greater relevance, since the country concentrates 53% of 
the local fishing industry and houses coastal communities 
highly dependent on it. The Scotland National Party 
(SNP), favorable to a new independence referendum, 
holds 47 seats in the Westminster Parliament and it may 

work as an important pressure group for the sector by 
using the Scottish independence issue as a bargain. Any 
difficulties the government may face in ensuring more 
gains to its fishing industry against the EU may become 
a favorable argument for the separatists.

Hence, fishing looks like more than a mere rhetoric 
topic for the United Kingdom's sovereignty. In the 
meantime, by ensuring its independence from Europe, 
the economical trade-offs involved and their political 
implications can result in a negative effect for the 
maintenance of its own union.

Sovereignty and British fishery after Brexit
Nathália do Vale

Source: BBC

  »
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RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Differently from the regional dynamics of change 
in power made through negotiated transitions or 

the death of leaders, Kyrgyzstan has a more unstable 
political history: 3 of its 4 presidents were overthrown 
by popular protests. In this setting, on January 10th, the 
presidential elections took place alongside a referendum 
on the change of parliamentarism, which has been in 
force in the country since 2010, for the return of the 
presidentialism. The election ended with a landslide 
victory of Sadyr Japarov.

The election comes after a sequence of events 
that started in October 2020, during the country's 
parliamentary elections. On that occasion, the governing 
parties' victory incited protests accusing the electoral 
process of being a fraud. Those protests, alongside 
the dissatisfaction with the economic crisis and the 

COVID-19 pandemic management, sparked a political 
crisis that culminated in the resignation of the former 
President Sooronbay Jeebenkov, the release of Sadyr 
Japarov from prison, and his political rise.

Within the country, Sadyr Japarov is controversial. 
He is considered a “national hero” by his supporters 
and a demagogue, and a populist by his detractors. As a 
nationalist, his promises to increase public spending on 
health, fight corruption, and return private gold mines to 
the people were endorsed by the younger population and 
the country's rural part. Regardless of his speech and his 
proposal to increase presidential powers, Japarov presents 
himself to the Russian Federation as a strategic partner, 
given that Moscow upholds a military base in the country 
and the city is a great destination for Kyrgyz international 
migrants. Moreover, the strategic relationship with China 

Elections and the return of presidentialism in Kyrgyzstan 
Pedro Martins

EAST ASIA

and revenue acquisition may be affected in the future.
Thus, one way to reduce dependence on hydrocarbon 

consumption has been the strategic planning to invest 
in renewable sources. This is the purpose of countries 
like Saudi Arabia, which aims to integrate 9.5 GW from 
renewable sources such as solar and wind sources into 
its energy grid, according to Saudi Vision 2030. The 
Saudis are also interested in developing nuclear power 
through King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable 
Energy, founded in 2008. On the other hand, the United 
Arab already have an operational nuclear program 
since August 2020, when the Barakah 1 reactor was 
inaugurated. Moreover, the country that used to host the 
International Renewable Energy Agency has two small 

sustainable cities in its territory: The Sustainable City, in 
Dubai, and Masdar City, in Abu Dhabi.

The other GCC countries also have projects in this 
direction, as indicated by the Oman 2040 strategic 
documents from Oman; Bahrain's National Renewable 
Energy Action Plan; Qatar’s Second National 
Development Strategy 2018-2022; and Kuwait’s Vision 
2035.

Therefore, strategic planning in renewable and nuclear 
energy sources is a way to generate complementary energy 
to hydrocarbons and to preserve domestic production for 
export, aiming, as far as possible, to ensure the security of 
demand and, consequently, an important facet of energy 
security in the GCC countries.

Source: Vector Stock

  »   »
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EAST ASIA

Major international events are great opportunities 
for analysts because leaders are invited to give a 

speech and, often, they expose their world perception and 
the project of international insertion of their countries. Xi 
Jinping clearly exposed these perceptions in his virtual 
speech at the Davos Economic Forum, which took place 
between January 25th and 29th.

Amid a period of economic, political, and social 
doubts resulting from the COVID-19 crisis, several state 
representatives were present at this event, which is known 
for bringing together the global economic and financial 
elite. As China holds the second-largest economy 
globally and it is the main trading partner of more than 
120 countries, the Chinese president receives attention. 
His speech brought two essential concepts to understand 
how Beijing has sought to insert itself in the world: “win-
win cooperation” and “Community of common destiny 
for mankind”.

The first one refers to an interaction strategy that 
aims to serve everyone involved. In Game Theory, 
this relationship allows all participants to be benefited 
cooperatively: the non-zero sum game. The second 
one dates back to 2012 when Xi stated that the world 
increasingly becomes a community with a shared future, 
with each actor acting in his own way on space of a 
common planet.

These concepts are used in a more challenging 
environment for Beijing: deepened US-Taiwan relations, 
protests in Hong Kong, international pressures on Uighurs 
in Xinjiang, sanctions on Chinese companies, the South 
China Sea, as well as “synophobia” in several countries. 
The Chinese government's response has been promoting 
more Chinese integration into the international order, 
which has increased the interdependence to the point 
that China has become imperative for many countries, 
which is great for the Asian country. In 2020, despite the 

Xi Jinping at the 2021 World Economic Forum: what does China want?
Philipe Alexandre

should continue, considering that the country is a major 
trading partner and investor in the current setting of 
Kyrgyzstan that has a debt close to 60% of its GDP and 
suffered an 8% drop in its GDP in 2020, being the biggest 
retraction in Central Asia.

Therefore, we realize that this is the latest chapter in 
a huge political crisis in Kyrgyzstan. Sadyr Japarov will 

face many and varied difficulties in his government are, 
including the political crisis that started in 2020 and the 
management of the COVID-19 pandemic. An aggravating 
factor in his government is the country's multi-ethnic 
profile, which can create additional difficulties during 
his government.

As the 12th largest economy in the world, the 2nd most 
innovative economy, and one of the leaders in the 

shipbuilding and repair sector globally, South Korea also 
stresses the importance of modernization and the ambition 
of the country's defense sector. The South Korean Navy 
has gone from a naval force focused on defending its 
coast from North Korean threats to a navy that aims to 
expand its operations and work in ocean waters. In 2017, 
the launch of the Defense Reform 2.0 plan indicated the 
continuous increase in defense spending, the formation 
of a team to deal with cyber threats, the acquisition of 
KDDX combat drones and destroyers, FFX frigates, 
KSS-III submarines (Boletim 130), and LPX landing 
craft.

The South Korean Navy recently accomplished a new 
goal. It started its LPX-II aircraft carrier program, with a 
conceptual design by the South Korean company Hyundai 
Heavy Industries and the launch of operations for 2033. 
The aircraft carrier is expected to deploy approximately 
30,000 tonnes and accommodate 09 helicopters and 20 

F-35B fighter jets, composing a South Korean strategic 
asset and playing the role of a mobile military base with 
the potential to launch attacks in emergency situations. 
The new LPX-II class is a continuation of the Dokdo 
class amphibious assault ships (LPH-6111 Dokdo and 
LPH-6112 Marado), but it is the first one dedicated to 
aircraft operations.

Announced and funded by South Korea's Mid-term 
Defense Plan 2020-2024, the LPXII class integrates the 
development process towards becoming a blue-water 
South Korean Navy, adding to the Sejong The Great-
class destroyers (KDXIII), Chungmugong Yi Sun-sin 
and Gwanggaeto the Great; Incheon class frigates and 
Type 214 submarines. Moreover, it is noteworthy that 
building an aircraft carrier boosts the capabilities of the 
South Korean Navy in comparison to other powers in the 
region — such as Japan and China — and corroborates 
Seoul’s efforts to resume the operational command of the 
Combined Forces ROK-US (OPCON) in times of war.

The future of the South Korean Navy
Marcelle Torres

  »   »
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American troops in Japan: a finished dilemma or a new chapter? 

João Pedro Grilo

pandemic, Chinese foreign trade grew by 1.9%, which 
helped with the 2.3% positive GDP balance — the only 
economy among the G20 countries to grow in 2020.

Therefore, the expressions used by Xi reflect the 
Chinese interest in being more active in the leadership of 
international relations, expanding its network of external 
relations (economic, diplomatic, military, social), and 

providing public goods responsibly. Thus, it makes 
sense that the defense of free trade, multilateralism, and 
more cooperative relations are present in the official 
Chinese speeches, to the detriment of protectionism and 
competitive scenarios and “zero sum” — like a “new 
Cold War”. Only time, however, will show us the results 
of that Chinese strategy.

Source: Paulo Filho

Although the military cooperation between Japan 
and the United States is essential, it's coordination 

faces a stalemate on the volume of Japanese financial 
contribution to the maintenance of U.S. troops in the 
country. Given the change in the U.S. government and 
the need to renew the Host Nation Support treaty — an 
agreement responsible for formalizing the sharing of  
the costs of U.S. forces, on January 27th, a meeting took 
place between Japan's Foreign Minister, Toshimitsu 
Motegi, and the new U.S. Secretary of State, Antony 
Blinken, to address the issue.

The objectives of the conversation were to propose 
the maintenance of Japanese expenditures for another 
year, estimated at USD 1.9 billion according to the fiscal 
year 2021, and to continue the discussion on the quantify 
that will be paid by Tokyo after the renewal of the Host 
Nation Support Program treaty, which expires on March 
31st, 2021, that will be in force for the next five years.

The Japanese objective is to avoid widening its 
contribution by emphasizing its latest investments and 
cooperation with Americans in the space, cybersecurity 
and regional security sectors. This craving rises from the 
growing trade-off between the country's defense policy, 

which is increasingly expensive due to the growing 
regional threats, and the Japanese economy that is 
weakened by structural problems, such as deflation and 
astronomical and social security expenses, and also by 
eventual complications caused by the COVID-19 crisis.

However, despite the Japanese claim, it is expected 
that the dilemma will remain relevant due to the greater 
need for Japanese protection in the face of external threats, 
especially the Chinese expansion, and the demand for a 
stronger American presence in the Indo-Pacific, which 
may increase the presence of foreign troops in the country.

This dependence on the United States gains strength 
amid the recent upsurge in disputes over the Senkaku 
Islands between Japan and China. The recent approval 
of the law that allows the use of force by Chinese coast 
guard vessels, alongside the unbalanced Chinese power, 
suggest the strengthening of the Japanese and American 
cooperation near the Japanese coast. Therefore, due to 
the need for greater American support around the Island 
and the costs involved, it is expected that the pressure 
from the USA for greater investments from Japan will 
remain relevant.
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On January 28th, 2021, the International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea ruled that the United Kingdom does 

not have sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago in the 
Indian Ocean. The decision ratifies the advisory opinion 
issued in 2019 by the International Court of Justice (ICJ), 
in which it was understood that the British should return 
the territory to Mauritius. This entanglement arose from 
the British occupation in Chagos when they promoted 
their separation from Mauritius, a former colony in 
Africa. As in 2019, the United Kingdom rejected the 
decision and claimed that there is no question about its 
sovereignty in that region.

The Chagos Archipelago is composed of small 
islands, including the island of Diego Garcia, managed  
by the United Kingdom, but it keeps a United States 
military base. After Chagos' independence, the British 
leased the island to the American people. Due to its 
strategic position in the Indian Ocean, it is possible 
to understand the British refusal to hand over this 
territory and the U.S. interest in the region. Known as 
an “unsinkable aircraft carrier”, the location offers the 
United States easy access to the Middle East, Central 
Asia, and an advantaged position in the Indian Ocean. 
The Court's decision is a warning to the actors interested 

in this geopolitical setting.
Although the Maldivian government — which 

disputes the maritime border with Mauritius — stated 
that it will not interfere with the American position in 
Diego Garcia, there is a dormant tension. The United 
Kingdom and the United States both work to contain the 
Chinese expansion in the Indian Ocean, mainly through 
the One Belt One Road's maritime projects, representing 
an investment in ports and other infrastructure on the 
islands in the region.

Considering Diego Garcia's strategic centrality, it is 
difficult to notice any withdrawal sign from the United 
States. On the other hand, the United Kingdom goes 
through a difficult moment in the post-Brexit setting and, 
now, the defeat at ICJ. However, it is noteworthy that 
London extended Diego Garcia's lease to Washington 
for another 20 years in 2016. In a nutshell, the United 
Kingdom may not even give the Chagos Islands black, 
but this will require a political arrangement, especially 
for the British image in the international context. After 
all, how can the United Kingdom defend international 
law in the South China Sea and ignore it when it comes 
to Chagos?

The United Kingdom and its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago
Rebeca Leite

The Australian strategies to counter China
Thayná Fernandes

SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

It has been increasingly challenging for Australia to 
deal with the consequences of its diplomatic conflicts 

with China: it is estimated that Australian commodities' 
exportation lost about USD 3 billion during 2020, 
compared to the previous year. As exposed in earlier 
editions of this publication, the country is one of the most 
dependent on the Chinese economy, and the weakening 
of its relations has intensified with the pandemic. 

However, even though Australia is going through a 
difficult moment in which the country has to analyze 
its economical choices and its sovereignty, Australia 
does not demonstrate a passive stance. It is important to 
perceive what are the strategies to counteract the Chinese 
advance in the Indo-Pacific. 

Among many responses and possible paths, the 
Defense sector and the diversification of partnerships 

Source: Vajiram IAS.
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SPECIAL TOPICS

2021 brings a new set of guidelines regarding 
cybersecurity in the maritime environment that will 

be important for the implementation of e-Navigation. 
The International Maritime Organization (IMO), in its 
98th session of the 2017 Maritime Safety Committee, 
published the Resolution MSC.428 (98), which deals 
with cyber risk management in Security Management. 
This resolution imposes mandatory measures from 
January 1st, 2021 on, which must be confirmed in the 
vessel's compliance reports.

The measures were taken after several cyberattacks 
against the information technology systems of the 
organization itself and of shipping companies such as 
Maersk, MSC and COSCO Shipping in the latest years. 
This threat has direct impacts not only on the financial 
aspect of the companies, but also on the safety of 
navigation and maritime operations. The attacks were 
able to alter ship routes, induce radar indication and 
cancel control and ballast systems.

The urge to explore cybersecurity standards at 
sea is also related to data protection. According to the 
International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS Code), 

the ship is required to carry out a security assessment, 
including computer networks. In turn, the International 
Safety Management Code (ISM Code) establishes a 
documented Safety Management System that includes 
several certifications. Both are mandatory according to 
the provisions of the International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS). In Brazil, NORMAM 01/
DPC stands out, having mandatory transfer of the crew 
list to the Maritime Authority and important documents 
for the release of safety certifications.

Although the use of the ISM Code structure is 
efficient, it showed limitations. Unlike the ISPS Code, 
which covers certain ships and facilities ports, the ISM 
Code only applies to ships, despite its risk management 
concepts. Thus, the importance of port facilities benefit 
from the implementation of the new IMO cyber 
guidelines in 2021. The concept of e-Navigation, which 
provides for the integration and exchange of information 
and maritime systems with onshore installations, adds 
even more relevance to the vital role of ports in maritime 
trade.

Marine cyber risk management according to IMO 2021

Alessandra Dantas Brito

stood out in terms of investments in the country. In July 
2020, the Australian government launched the “Strategic 
Defence Update” and the “2020 Force Structure Plan”. 
These two documents propose the revaluation of 
some points published in the previous White Paper, in 
addition to “outline a new strategy for Defence and the 
capability investments to deliver it". Shortly before, a 
virtual conference held between the Australian Prime 
Minister and his Indian counterpart resulted in the Joint 
Declaration on a Shared Vision for Maritime Cooperation 
in the Indo-Pacific. 

More recently, the country released a USD 388.7 
million package in support of Pacific nations to achieve 
full immunization coverage in the region and provide 
vaccines against COVID-19. At the end of January 

this year, the Australian Defense Minister announced 
investments of USD 1 billion in the naval arsenal: the 
objective is to develop anti-aircraft and anti-ship missiles 
with a 370 km range, capable of reaching land targets 
1500 km away; besides torpedoes and ships.

When it comes to expanding partnerships, Canberra 
has sought to reconnect with the United States. In early 
January 2021, Scott Morisson, Australian Prime Minister, 
invited President Biden to visit the country in September. 
The American presence is essential for Australia to 
balance relations with China. However, investments in 
naval capacity aim to allow greater autonomy.

It is important to observe what Beijing's next actions 
will be and how Canberra will cope with them in the 
short term.
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