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SOUTH AMERICA

Argentina and Chile: the sea as a source of partnership and tension
Carlos Silva Júnior

Argentina and Chile are two relevant maritime states 
in South America. Besides their extensive maritime 

spaces, they have a strong presence in Antarctica, with 
territorial claims and the largest number of bases in the ice 
continent among the countries in the region. Furthermore, 
these two countries have a close dialogue on the 
bioceanic use of the subcontinent, with the construction 
of highways integrating the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
Bilateral partnerships and cooperation exist, especially 
to overcome disagreements about their territorial limits. 
However, new expectations and scenarios bring back this 
subject. Therefore, it should be questioned at what stage 
the current maritime relationship between Argentines and 
Chileans is.

Released in July 2021, Argentina’s National Defense 
Policy Directive focuses on the highlights of the sector, 
besides presenting an analysis of the world and the 
relations with neighboring countries. When it comes 
to Chile, the document highlights the critical value 
of the bilateral relationship in Argentina's strategic 
environment, especially after the transition from a tense 
relationship to mutual trust with the 1984 Treaty of Peace 
and Friendship. The treaty ended the conflict between 

the countries over the Beagle Channel and defined their 
maritime boundaries, allowing for cooperation at several 
levels, including defense.

However, the recent decree by Sebastián Piñera, 
Chile’s President, updating the Nautical Chart No. 8 has 
aroused Argentinian reaction. The update presents limits 
of the Chilean Continental Shelf that advances over the 
area established by the 1984 Treaty and includes part of 
the extension of the Argentine Continental Shelf, which 
was recognized by the UN Commission on the Limits of 
the Continental Shelf (CLCS) in 2016 and established 
by the country in March 2020 (Boletim 113). These 
two points corroborate the Argentine Foreign Ministry's 
complaint, endorsed by the Senate.

On the Chilean side, Chancellor Andrés Allamand 
expects to resolve the matter peacefully with Argentina. 
Therefore, since this is a discussion of sovereignty which 
corresponds to both countries' desires for maritime 
projection, short dialogues are not expected, not even 
unpeaceful resolutions. In any case, the relationship built 
in the mediation of the definition of maritime limits finds 
its fragility in the same issue, affecting the well-structured 
mechanisms of bilateral cooperation. 

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p05.

Source: La Nation

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_118/mobile/index.html
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/politica/el-gobierno-rechazo-una-medida-de-pinera-que-amplio-la-plataforma-continental-de-chile-nid28082021/


6
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 147 • September | 2021

The Venezuelan structural crisis is important in the 
South American context because it presents, on the 

one hand, the interests of Nicolas Maduro's government 
and its main international allies (China, Iran, and Russia) 
and, on the other hand, the intentions of regional powers 
(Brazil and Colombia) and the United States in the 
region. After years of political clashes — resulting in 
imprisonments, torture, deaths of political dissidents, and 
internationally contested elections — in August 2021, a 
possible diplomatic solution is presented. The dialogue 
happened at a meeting in Mexico, led by Norway, whose 
government repeats its attempt as a mediator in the crisis. 
So, how do the negotiations affect the parties involved 
and may be reflected in the internal conjuncture?

The opposition led by Juan Guaidó and represented by 
the Netherlands in the dialogues is weakened as it joins 
the negotiations. With the boycott of the elections by the 
opposition candidates for the legislature, the opposition 
has lost the presidency of the National Assembly, the 
source of Guaidó's legitimacy. Thus, less than a dozen 
remain among more than 60 countries that initially 
recognized him as Acting President. To avoid losing 
more space in the State Institutions, the opposition will 
change its strategy in the next local elections, scheduled 
for November. This time, the opposition will not boycott 
it, but rather participate and continue negotiating 

internationally.
On the government's side, Maduro is articulating with 

his international allies to ease the economic sanctions 
imposed by the international community. Represented by 
Russia, the government is trying, by opening dialogue, to 
show that it is willing to make concessions in the internal 
political game to a possible transition, even though it has 
control over the Armed Forces (Boletim 144). However, 
the actual proof of this intention will be the democratic 
progression of the next elections, if the country holds 
them within international standards.

Therefore, for the opposition, despite struggling 
with the legitimacy of its leader, the opening of direct 
dialogue is the most significant advance since the 
beginning of the crisis. This initiative represents the 
first indicator that a diplomatic solution can be reached 
to the Venezuelan crisis. Furthermore, it demonstrates 
that the opposition and government are concerned about 
easing economic sanctions on the country to alleviate 
the present humanitarian crisis. For Maduro, regaining 
international trust in his government is still tricky, but 
political openness may be the first step towards ending 
the crisis and a transition of power in the country. For 
this purpose, elections with international standards must 
be held.

Maduro and the opposition: the beginning of negotiations
Luciano Veneu

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p06.
DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p05.

Source: NAC

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/Boletim%20Geocorrente%20144%20-%20July%2029th%2C%202021.pdf
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_98/index.html
https://www.statista.com/chart/16789/international-support-for-guaido-and-maduro/
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End of U.S. occupation in Afghanistan thwarts mining plans

Victor Gaspar Filho

The United States' foreign policy is traditionally shaped 
by the need for natural resources. The current energy 

transition and the Fourth Industrial Revolution bring the 
prospect of a significant increase in the need for non-
fuel minerals, while international mining and processing 
capacity does not allow obtaining these resources with 
due speed and commitment to sustainability standards. 
Considering the availability of minerals in Afghanistan 
as a decisive factor for sustaining the nearly 20 years 
of U.S. presence in the country, how does the end of 
the occupation impact U.S. plans for its security in the 
mineral sector?

Within three weeks of the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th, 2001, the U.S. Geological Survey 
received authorization to estimate the mineral wealth 
of the Afghan soil. Betting on it to be the best way to 
change the basis of the local economy, dependent on 
opium production, the U.S. government invested USD 
488 million in projects in the sector, also involving the 
training of Afghan scientists. In 2010, U.S. agencies 
estimated that the mineral deposits could be valued at 
up to USD 1 trillion. The resources would include base 
metals, minor metals, industrial minerals, precious and  
semi-precious stones, many of these considered critical 
or strategic. The first bid for a foreign group occurred in 

2007 when China Metallurgical Group began its copper 
prospecting venture in the country. However, in 2016, 
this and three other bids were suspended due to the lack 
of transparency in the activities.

Guided by geological maps left by the Soviets during 
their presence in the country (1979-1989), U.S. scientists 
have carried out three-dimensional mapping of the 
Afghan subsoil with images obtained from overflights 
of a Navy P-3 Orion. Despite the significant investment, 
local mineral production is not yet established. The 
country's instability, the lack of infrastructure, high 
levels of corruption, the need for initial capital, and the 
mountainous landscape are some of the hindrances to the 
installation of enterprises. Initial investments for mining 
projects in the region can cost up to USD 10 billion and 
take more than 20 years to operate.

The United States' exit is not only a failure of its 
endeavor to keep the Taliban out of power. The capital and 
time invested in research, training, and infrastructure in 
the mineral sector have not brought the expected outcome. 
While the United States seeks to reduce its dependence on 
imports of Chinese resources and equipment, China has 
the security of its enterprises guaranteed by the Taliban 
back in control of the territory.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p07.

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

Source: DW (adapted)

https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-taliban-to-reap-1-trillion-mineral-wealth/a-58888765
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

The so-called “Horn of Africa” is a region of strategic 
importance in the eastern portion of the African 

continent. The modernization and expansion of the port 
of Berbera, located in the area claimed by the Somaliland 
region (a state not internationally recognized) completed 
the first phase of a project aimed at making it a new 
gateway for goods to Ethiopia and all of East Africa, as an 
alternative to the port complex in Djibouti. Investments 
in the region are carried out by extra-regional actors, 
attracted by both economic and military biases. Could 
economic competition, intensified by the political 
strength of investor states in the region, affect geopolitics 
in the Horn of Africa?

The Horn of Africa hosts economic, political and 
military partnerships of extra-regional states with 
African countries such as Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia and 
Sudan. DP World, headquartered in Dubai, in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), works alongside an Ethiopian  
state-owned company and the government of the 
Somaliland region on the Port of Berbera project. The 
aim is to move more than 20% of goods destined for 
Ethiopia, the second-most populous country in Africa, 
and implement a new road infrastructure to support this 
access, a purpose that should be fully completed in 2022. 

The UAE port industry giant already carried out other 
projects, such as on the west coast of the continent, in 
Angola (Boletim 135).

Another prominent player with a unique geostrategic 
position between Africa and the Arabian Peninsula is 
Djibouti. Further, the country houses the only permanent 
United States military base in Africa, China's only naval 
base outside its country, besides having French, Italian, 
Japanese, Saudi and Spanish bases. On the other hand, 
Russia invests in a naval base off the coast of Sudan at 
Sea Red (Boletim 129), while even Taiwan, a country not 
recognized by the UN, strategically sought to strengthen 
ties with the Somaliland government, which has an 
equal diplomatic status before international institutions 
(Boletim 125).

Despite Ethiopia's growth of 9.4% per year over 
the last decade, conflicts in the Tigray region (Boletim 
143) fade the positive prospects for the country. The 
political seizure and the escalation of the humanitarian 
crisis in Somalia (Boletim 136) put the country’s balance 
in check. Despite ambitious investments and military 
agreements, economic expansion is uncertain due to 
political and humanitarian instability around the Horn of 
Africa region. 

The geopolitical chess in the contested region of Somaliland
Isadora Jacques 

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p08.
DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p07.

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

Source: Media Saxafi

Spain

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_162/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_150/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_142/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_178/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_178/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_164/mobile/index.html
https://saxafimedia.com/horn-of-africa-is-the-most-militarized-region-on-earth/


9
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 147 • September | 2021

The Balkans, a region composed of Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, Northern 

Macedonia, and Serbia, have been improving their 
technological infrastructure in recent years. Among the 
external investors, the presence of Chinese, European, 
and U.S. companies stands out. With the uncertainties in 
the accession process of these countries to the European 
Union, it is relevant to understand how regional relations 
impact the dispute between the powers for investment in 
these technologies.

Beijing's Digital Silk Road and Washington's Clean 
Network are two projects in the Balkans that illustrate the 
conflict. The first one seeks to globally expand Chinese 
technologies into markets previously dominated by local 
or Western companies. Montenegro and Serbia are the 
primarily Chinese partners, and Bosnia is open to Asian 
companies that wish to be part of its future network. The 
latter is a response to limiting the influence of the former, 
intending to protect the privacy of citizens and businesses 

from untrustworthy vendors. Albania, Kosovo, Northern 
Macedonia, and Serbia signed the project in 2020, in 
addition to the European Union's supports.

Considering the aforementioned aspects, the impact 
of regional relations is observed on the alignment of 
these countries with the investing powers. First, there 
are tensions as a consequence of Serbia not recognizing 
Kosovo. Thus, China has no official diplomatic relations 
with the country due to its close relationship with Serbia. 
Another point is the candidacies for joining the European 
Union: Albania and Northern Macedonia are starting 
negotiations, therefore, having more incentives to align 
themselves with the bloc.

Finally, it is relevant to highlight the fears of the 
European Union regarding the Chinese approach. 
China's presence in the region establishes its influence 
on the mainland and sea routes within Europe. As it is 
their central partner, Serbia receives the highest amount 
of pressure. As mentioned, despite being close to China, 

Investments in the Balkans: the dispute for influence on technological infrastructure

Marina Autran
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On July 30th, almost one year after the explosion at 
the Beirut port, which claimed hundreds of lives, 

the European Union (EU) has approved a framework 
for the implementation of international sanctions 
against Lebanese individuals and organizations deemed 
responsible for obstructing the needed democratic 
processes to govern the country. International sanctions 
have been an important tool in the EU’s foreign policy 
within a broader political strategy. The measures in 
question should lead to the freezing of financial assets 
in the EU and to travel bans. Besides individuals in 
the government, the restrictive measures can also be 
implemented against financial organizations that use 
public funds illegally, as established by the United 
Nations Convention against Corruption. To this extent, 
how can these EU international sanctions influence the 
stabilization of Lebanese politics?

The EU´s Common Security and Defense Policy 
(CSDP) considers the use of sanctions against countries, 
companies, organizations, and individuals when 
political measures are no longer effective. Nonetheless, 
international sanctions can have different goals. For 
instance, restrictive measures can only signal disapproval 
when a government wishes to issue a warning, while 

others can have a clear coercive objective that aims at 
effectively modifying the behavior of its targets.

The European sanctions in question are coercive 
and targeted against specific Lebanese individuals and 
institutions, causing thus very limited impact in society, 
but great impact on the lives of these individuals and 
entities, since the groups in control of the country have 
vast economic interests in the EU, such as properties and 
investments, due to the historical connection with France. 
In this context, the sanctions’ framework approved by the 
Council of the European Union is the first concrete step 
to promote a responsible and functional government, 
aware of the great social challenges the country faces. 
Lebanon has not had an effective government in a year, 
and, according to the World Bank, it suffers from one of 
the worst financial crises worldwide since the mid-XIX 
century.

As such, when the 27 EU Member States definitely 
approve the list of the sanctioned names of these groups 
and individuals, the measures will directly help to pressure 
the Lebanese leaders to govern the country responsibly, 
thus diminishing the damage they have caused. As a 
result, Lebanon could leave this period of grave political 
and economic stagnation.

European sanctions and the political stabilization of Lebanon

Melissa Rossi

EUROPE
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Serbia signed the Clean Network, delaying the launch of 
5G technology, which had the Chinese company Huawei 
as the main candidate.

Therefore, regional relations have a significant 
impact on investment in technological infrastructure in 
the Balkan countries. Disputes for influence between 

China and the United States are present in the region, 
and their projects are privileged or harmed because of 
the countries' relationship with each other and with the 
European Union. Consequently, they might exert more 
or less pressure for alignment according to these already 
established ties.

Neighboring countries in North Africa, Algeria, and 
Morocco have had a turbulent relationship since the 

late 1950s, when both became independent. They have 
clashed several times, mainly over territorial limits, but 
have preserved diplomatic ties since 1988. On August 
24th, Algeria announced the cutting of ties with Morocco 
for supporting separatist groups that committed arson 
attacks. Therefore, could Algeria's decision be considered 
irresponsible?

Algeria has a considerable challenge along its 
borders. The country is surrounded by unstable 
neighbors: to the south, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger 
are in humanitarian crises; to the East, Libya fights for 
democracy, while Tunisia seems to be moving far away 
from it. What remains is Morocco to the west and the 
territory of Western Sahara. The latter has been a cause 
of great tension between the two countries since their 
respective independences from France in 1962, which 
did not determine the legitimacy of the borders between 

them. Algeria supports the independence of Western 
Sahara, a territory that is gradually being annexed by 
Morocco. Morocco supports the independence of tribes 
in the Western part of its neighbor, which would cause 
Algeria to lose part of its territory, and form a "buffer 
state", at least in a provisional way, since Morocco has 
presented an expansionist position several times.

Moreover,  the disputes happen in a place of high spatial 
and energy advantages. Bordered by the Mediterranean 
Sea and close to Europe, the main partners of the two 
countries are European. Algeria has the second-largest 
natural gas reserves and the third-largest oil reserves on 
the continent and depends almost entirely on this revenue. 
On the other hand, Morocco has a diversified balance 
of trade, has no energy power, but takes advantage of 
its location to transport products through Spain. While 
relations between the two neighbors were maintained, 
Algeria even considered signing a contract to transport 
its oil through Moroccan territory, a project that is now 

Algeria and Morocco: a turbulent relationship
Isadora Bohrer

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

Source: Thought Co
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unlikely.
Thus, it is notable that Algeria's decision to break off 

is reasonable but extremely costly. Even though there are 
border problems to be solved by both parties, Morocco 

is still Algeria's most stable neighbor. Perhaps the only 
one that is able to provide partnerships for the flow of 
products in the short and medium-term, as well as to rally 
against an eventual crisis with inconsistent neighbors.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p10-11.

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Water security plays a crucial role in the productive 
and subsistence activities of a society. In this 

regard, Crimea has suffered from water shortages due 
to Kyiv’s cut in supply since the Russian annexation in 
2014. Once, the peninsula's irrigation was provided by 
the North Crimean Canal (NCC), an infrastructure that 
canalized water from the Dnieper River to the region 
(Boletim 115). With the worsening of shortages in the last 
years, the shrinkage of arable land is notable, followed 
by periods of desertification and subsequent reduction 
of agricultural production. So, how can this dilemma be 
addressed in the context of tensions between Russia and 
Ukraine?

The regional projection triggered by the Peninsula’s 
annexation guaranteed prestige to the Kremlin and its 
Armed Forces. Thus, as Crimea is a key point of Russian 
external policy, on August 24th, the Russian Investigative 
Committee addressed it as a criminal case under Article 
358 of the Criminal Code. Classified as "Ecocide", the 
Russian claims highlight the destruction of fauna and 
flora and the region's restriction of water resources. The 
measure is aligned to the Crimea Strategy 2030 itself, 

which aims to ensure the self-sufficiency of the Peninsula 
while stimulating its demographic growth.

The impact of the NCC damming has repercussions 
on several spheres, mainly in the agriculture sector 
responsible for the consumption of ⅔ of the water 
transported by the channel. It is estimated that, in 2018, 
the values represented 12.5% of what they were in 
2013, generating an annual loss of USD 210 million, 
according to data from the Ministry of Agriculture of 
Crimea. Furthermore, natural factors such as the lack 
of precipitation — 2020 was classified as the driest 
period in 150 years — worsen the situation. In this 
context, the plans of Moscow, which, according to 
Geneva's conventions, is responsible for the supply of 
the occupied territory, occur in the long term and with 
high costs. Beyond the water crisis, Ukrainian authorities 
have accused Russia of advertising the complaints to its 
population, highlighting another aspect of this conflict.

Therefore, the Crimean Peninsula continues to be a 
point of inflection between Russia and Ukraine. On the 
one hand, Moscow seeks to show its prominence in the 
region because this constitutes one of the pillars of Putin's 

Crimean Water Security in the face of claims from Russia and Ukraine

José Gabriel Melo and Luiza Guitarrari
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Government regarding military and domestic approval. 
On the other hand, for Kyiv, the water is a mechanism of 
deterrence, although they recognized that it is not able to 

curb Russian militarization in the Black Sea on its own, 
which has been a constant focus of its concern.

The international system is formed by a wide network 
of simultaneous and intertwined relations between 

various international actors. Thus, when the presence of 
sufficiently relevant new elements occurs in a particular 
spectrum of this web, the entire system is affected. In 
practice, China and the United States (U.S.) are the two 
main centers of power of the international system due 
to their political, economic, and military capabilities. 
Therefore, as one of them moves on the system, there are 
consequences for the other actors in multiple areas.

This theoretical-methodological model allows for 
the analysis of the effects of the withdrawal of U.S. and 
NATO troops from Afghanistan for China. Although 
the U.S. action has taken place on the Western border 
of Chinese territory, part of its effects will occur on its 
Eastern Sea coast. This is an important point of the Joe 
Biden administration's decision: while Washington has 
retreated into Central Asia, opening an opportunity for 
Beijing to expand its influence on its western frontier, 
China's eastern region is likely to become more disputed.

The mission of the U.S. and allies in Afghanistan 
lost its meaning, especially after the global economic 
crisis in 2008. This fact required a new change in the 
U.S. hegemonic strategy: the War on Terror was replaced 
by the need to contain the Chinese projection on the  

Indo-Pacific. In this sense, faced with a new threat and 
limited resources, the U.S. exit from Afghanistan exposes 
a U.S. strategic reorientation, in which the focus will 
increasingly shift to the Pacific.

China recognizes that the U.S. will have a greater 
presence in a vital issue to Beijing: Taiwan. It is known 
that ties between Washington and Taipei must be 
strengthened — increased arms sales, more frequent 
military training, U.S. support for anti-Beijing groups in 
Taiwan. Chinese authorities have demonstrated how they 
will deal with such context: demonstration of military 
force, bargains, and threats concerning the island or any 
country that supports its greater independence. That has 
been demonstrated in several editorials of the Global 
Times — the Chinese Communist Party’s tabloid.

Therefore, this setting demonstrates that  
Sino-American relations may deteriorate. Taiwan is a 
more strategic territory for Washington in light of the 
Chinese projection in the current international situation.  
Additionally, the Chinese and U.S. navies must gain 
space in both their budgets and strategic thinking; the 
other countries of the international system will have to 
balance between the two global players, and the global 
economy will be affected. 

The U.S. out of Kabul: implications for China and Taiwan
Philipe Alexandre
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On August 15th, 2021, the Taliban group entered the 
presidential palace hours after the former president, 

Ashraf Ghani, fled Kabul. There are many possible 
developments that this historical fact can reveal, but right 
now, it is important to analyze some of the impacts of the 
resumption of this regime for the main political actors in 
the region.

If, on the one hand, Prime Minister Imran Khan aims 
to show the world that Pakistan does not support terrorism 
— although the Haqqani Network is accused of having 
conducted attacks on foreign soldiers in Afghanistan, 
composing a grand coalition with the Taliban — he also 
tries to dialogue with his domestic religious wing. As 
Pakistan is one of the largest Islamic countries in the 
world in demographic terms, it is extremely sensitive for 
a leader to criticize a "brother government" that follows 
the Quran, such as the Afghan Taliban. On the other hand, 
Pakistan did not have a friendly relation with such a 
neighbor due to the last government's dialogue with India. 
The Pakistanis feared that the Ghani administration, with 
support from the United States (U.S.), would ally with the 
Indians and encircle them geopolitically. Thus, Pakistan 
understands the return of the Taliban as a strategic asset 
that can guarantee a good relationship with Afghanistan 

while seeking to contain Indian influence.
For India, this fact poses at least two threats. First, the 

U.S. presence meant security against Pakistan's actions, 
especially in Kashmir, considering the accusations 
of cross-border terrorism and support for separatist 
movements. Second, China's dialogue with the Taliban 
may expand Chinese influence in the region. Beijing's 
intention to include Afghanistan in the Belt and Road 
Initiative is well known, besides the initiatives to connect 
the country to China through the Wakhan Corridor. 
Therefore, with the departure of the U.S., the Taliban 
will seek financial assistance, a spot that the Chinese 
should occupy almost effortlessly, to constrain India's 
influence in Afghanistan through infrastructure-focused 
diplomacy.

Therefore, one could argue that India is the most 
damaged in this context. The current U.S. policy towards 
South Asia directly harms Indian security as it contributes 
to Pakistan as a counterweight to India and enables the 
Chinese expansion in the region. Thus, South Asia proves 
to be one of the most challenging areas for international 
political stability, depending on how these actors will 
coordinate this new conjuncture.

Main impacts for South Asia after the resumption of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan  
Rebeca Leite 
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strength but also to make it clear that a country is not 
alone.

The well-known maritime disputes in the  
Indo-Pacific promote such military initiatives: in 
April 2021, the nations of the QUAD participated in a 
multinational exercise with France in the Bay of Bengal 
(La Pérouse); in June, China conducted exercises in 
Tibet; in early August, the United States began two "Large 
Scale Multinational Exercise", one in the Pacific and the 
other in the Mediterranean. In the same month, China 
and Russia carried out Zapad/Interaction-2021 (Boletim 
146). Also, in August, the Malabar Exercise began and, 
until the end of the year, new training sessions may take 
place. Furthermore, bilateral actions have frequently 
been happening, especially on the part of India.

Thus, it is possible to conclude that, although the 
nations are linked to China by extremely relevant 
economic ties, they have made an effort to demonstrate 
that they are militarily capable, with relevant strategic 
partnerships. In this sense, initiatives like QUAD and 
exercises like Malabar, RIMPAC, ZAPAD, and others 
will be increasingly regular in the quest to demonstrate 
power and dominance of the Indo-Pacific, which will 
contribute to increased geopolitical tension in the region.

The first stage of the naval exercise known as Malabar 
Exercises took place between August 26th and 29th, 

2021. In its 25th edition, held near the island of Guam, 
the training received the countries of the Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue (QUAD): Australia, India, Japan, 
and the United States. To provide “an opportunity for 
common minded navies to enhance inter-operability, gain 
from best practices and develop a common understanding 
of procedures for maritime security operations", the 
training involved combined operations with air, surface 
and submarine actions.

The Malabar Exercises is one of several military 
initiatives in the Pacific, which have been increasingly 
frequent in recent years: in 2019, for example, the United 
States participated in around 85 military exercises with 
allies and partners in the region. In this sense, this article 
aims to investigate what effects military exercises have 
on the geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific.

In a realist view of International Relations theories, 
peace is understood negatively as a "non-war" moment 
between countries when the balance of power is 
achieved. Therefore, it is necessary to be prepared for 
conflicts: a demonstration of combat capability is crucial 
to discourage possible enemies. Military exercises are an 
essential part of these demonstrations, not only to display 

The geopolitics of military exercises: Malabar Exercises 2021
Thayná Fernandes
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Modi (the first in almost four decades) demonstrates a 
change in the posture of the South Asian country.

The two countries recently carried out a naval 
exercise near the Philippines, shortly after the latter 
showed a change in posture in the face of Chinese 
incursions (Boletim 145). In addition, in early 2021, the 
Philippines and India signed an agreement to facilitate 
the acquisition of BrahMos missiles (Boletim 130) by 
Manila. The Southeast Asian country has been aiming to 
acquire the coastal protection system since 2016 — when 
it started to show interest in purchasing the weapons. If 
the purchase is made, the Philippines will become the 
first country to import the system. It is noteworthy that 
both are partners with the United States and represent a 
counterweight to the presence of Beijing in the region, 
mainly in the South China Sea.

Therefore, the rapprochement between the two 
countries reflects a concern about China in the  
Indo-Pacific and the return of the exploration of a 
partnership capable of fulfilling the strategic purposes of 
each of the countries. Thus, regional presence, exchange 
of information and techniques, in addition to Defense 
trade, could be resulting effects that both could enjoy.

ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC

Military actions promoted by the States in the 
Indo-Pacific incite debates and actions by other 

international actors who also have interests or claims in 
the region. Recently, the Philippines and India chose to 
strengthen their bilateral cooperation agreements, which 
allowed them to strengthen military ties, focusing on 
naval cooperation. What does the proximity between 
Manila and New Delhi represent considering regional 
security challenges?

India's rapprochement with the Philippines is part of a 
strategic perspective that aims to expand Indian action in 
the Indo-Pacific. Since the 1990s, New Delhi has sought 
greater relations with the countries of the East through 
political initiatives such as the Look East Policy and Act 
East (the latter, in 2014). For Manila, devoid of maritime 
force capacity to counter Chinese attacks, partnerships 
and cooperation in the field of defense are possible to 
reaffirm its maritime presence in the region. Given that 
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte once claimed it 
was impossible to challenge a powerful rival like China, 
the move seems reasonably favorable. Historically, the 
relationship between the two countries has been little 
explored, but the visit of Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Military cooperation between the Philippines and India
Matheus Bruno Pereira and Iasmin Gabriele Nascimento

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p14. DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p15.

INDIA

Militar exercise between Philippines and India

Source: Drishti (adapted)

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/Boletim%20Geocorrente%20145%20-%20August%2012th%2C%202021%20%283%29.pdf
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_152/mobile/index.html
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-philippine-maritime-exercise


16
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 147 • September | 2021

ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n147.p15.

its strength in the Treaty, the British presence in the 
Antarctic territory is aimed at maintaining its pioneering 
spirit: both for having been one of the first countries 
to arrive on the continent and for its territorial claim 
partially coinciding with the areas claimed by Argentina 
and Chile.

In this sense, in the pursuit to continue its strong 
presence on the continent and in an attempt to gain 
comparative advantages, in December, the HMS Protector 
will arrive in Antarctica and begin to collect data aimed 
at the study of climate change and detailed research in 
unexplored areas of Antarctica, which will only be made 
possible by the ship's high level of technology. This move 
illustrates the importance of icebreaking ships to enable 
navigability in the Antarctic Sea and, consequently, 
greater access to research in the region. 

Therefore, COP26 represents the ideal setting for 
states to defend their interests on the Antarctic continent. 
Notably, in the case of the United Kingdom, the HMS 
Protector is another device to develop its interests on 
that continent and boost British science in Antarctica by 
gaining critical comparative advantages.

The fruitful interaction between politics and climate 
science is essential for effective decisions at the 

global governance level. Under this perspective, in 
November 2021, the Scottish city of Glasgow will host 
the UN’s COP26, which aims to limit the temperature 
increases on the planet to 1.5°C. Therefore, as the stage for 
international efforts in facing climate change, the United 
Kingdom's conduct demands a strategic posture. This has 
been illustrated with its icebreaker ship HMS Protector, 
which translates its protagonism into a research measure 
and, at the same time, serves as a way of demonstrating 
power. Nevertheless, what is the relationship between 
the climate change agenda and British interests in the 
Antarctic continent?

Climate change makes fishing and oil reservoirs in 
Antarctica increasingly accessible and profitable. On the 
one hand, while the Antarctic Treaty has mitigated the 
continent's exploratory influence, the climate emergency 
makes the continent's future unusually fragile. On the 
other hand, until the Treaty is revised, countries race to 
gain comparative advantages that may soon be crucial 
in an uncertain context, in which it is possible to think 
about possible territorial disputes. Therefore, to ensure 

COP26 and the British effort to advance on the Antarctic continent 
Gabriela Paulucci da Hora Viana
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jeopardize productivity in maritime transportation, 
damaging the industry. As in a vicious circle, reserve 
prices, offered about a week before the ships depart, are 
being offered at shorter intervals and with increasingly 
higher freight rates. The vulnerable situation of this 
modal has also involved the parties in the maritime sector 
in litigation and commercial imbroglios.

To turn around the situation or to minimally mitigate 
the effects of the crisis, greater strategic cooperation 
between shipping companies, port terminals, customers, 
and the shipping industry is required. Leading shipping 
companies such as Maersk and Hapag-Lloyd have started 
to adapt their operating methods. One option has been 
to turn off reefer containers in Non-Operating Reefer 
(NOR) operations to send dry goods to reefer demand 
locations. Once at the destination, these are emptied and 
connected again for reintegration into the logistics chain.

The orchestrated action of strategic players is 
necessary to generate alternatives for the modal to 
overcome this crisis. Some solutions would be creating 
distribution centers, changes in operations, or an 
increase in available routes to avoid bottlenecks. These 
alternatives should be formulated together, aiming at the 
efficiency of the modal, and thus avoid the lack of supply 
of food, goods, or commodities in the countries.

Since 2020, the pandemic has changed the dynamics 
of international trade and triggered the lockdown process 
in several countries, generating operation restrictions or 
even the closure of ports around the globe. Even after 
the attempt to normalize the activities, the shipping 
container shortage crisis, caused by the pandemic and 
its externalities, has been one of the biggest challenges 
in international maritime logistics. Thus, the causes and 
consequences generated to the countries and the global 
maritime trade by the event should be analyzed.

At the beginning of the pandemic, with the restriction 
of economic activities, there was a reduction in the 
circulation of cargo ships, interrupting the flow of 
goods and hindering the collection of empty containers. 
With personnel shortages, company bankruptcies, and 
other reasons, many containers went to storage, while 
others accumulated in cargo ports. Furthermore, due to 
the closure or restrictions on port operations, several 
ports struggle with congestion in the docking of ships. 
The episode of the ship Ever Given, stuck in the Suez 
Canal in March 2021 (Boletim 137), also contributed to 
the situation. The search for boosting the industry has 
caused delays of weeks and obstructed the movement of 
containers.

As a consequence, containers at sea for a long time 

The adversities of global maritime trade due to the shortage of containers as a result of the  
pandemic

Alessandra Brito e Jéssica Germano
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