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into defense and security issues, and to disseminate updated 
knowledge of international conflicts and crisis to meet the Naval 
Staff's demands.

The research group responsible for this Boletim is 
composed of members from different areas of expertise, whose 
multiple backgrounds and experiences provide a comprehensive 
approach to the latest international issues. It seeks to analyse the 
major themes, motivational factors and the main actors regarding 
the escalation of conflicts, ongoing crises and its outcomes.

Thus, this journal aims to publish short articles concerning 
current issues about ten macro-regions in the globe: South 
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Argentina and Chile have the most considerable 
Antarctic presence among the South American 

countries. Both claim parts of the territory, and they 
also have more bases than the other South American 
countries. The frozen continent is a natural space for 
power projection for regional competition, especially 
those in its Southern portion. Considering their strategic 
surrounding, both the Argentine and the Chilean seek to 
increase their capacity in operating in this environment. 
Therefore, it is essential to analyze the current Antarctic 
navigation capacities of these countries and their South 
American neighbors.

Currently, the Argentine icebreaker “Almirante 
Irízar” is in its Summer Antarctic Campaign 2020-2021 
to supply its national bases. In 2020, the Argentinean 
government tried to replace this ship — built in 1977 
in Finland and repaired after the 2007 fire — for the 
Australian icebreaker “RSV Aurora Australis”, built in 
the ‘90s. However, the proprietary company refused to 
transfer the ship to Argentina.

On the Chilean side, ASMAR shipyard is building the 
new icebreaker “Antarctica 1” class that will replace the 
“Almirante Oscar Viel”, originally built to the Canadian 
Navy in the ’70s, and that operated for the Chilean Navy 

from 1995 to 2019. The new “Almirante Oscar Viel”, 
the name that had already been chosen for the ship, must 
be ready in 2022. In the region, besides Argentina and 
Chile, Brazil and Peru also have ships with icebreaker 
ability, “Almirante Maximiano”, “Ary Rongel”, and 
“BAP Carrasco” — the first two ships are Brazilian, and 
the last one is Peruvian. The new Brazilian “NaPAnt”, 
possibly a PC6, which will be constructed as of 2022 in 
a national shipyard, will bring an important capacity for 
the country. Other countries, such as Colombia, Ecuador, 
and Uruguay, have programs for icebreakers too.

Then, it is notable that the Chilean succeeded in 
favoring a program developed in a national shipyard, 
given its shipbuilding expertise. On the other hand, 
Argentina historically resorts to foreign shipyards 
or to cheap purchases, a stance shared by other South 
American countries, even though they hold their own 
shipyards. Still, they do not have the building capacity 
to construct this kind of ship. Although the Antarctic 
continent is seen as a natural space for power projection 
of the South American countries, especially Argentina 
and Chile, it is possible to say that the Chilean seems to 
be more advanced considering their current capacity in 
Antarctic shipbuilding.

The navigation capability in the Antarctic of Argentina and Chile
Carlos Silva Júnior and Matheus Mendes

SOUTH AMERICA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n133.p 05.

Source: Elordenmundial
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Suriname: perspectives and strategies for its new oil period

Bruna Soares Corrêa de Souza

Suriname is the new bet for offshore oil investors, with 
several companies announcing the start of operations 

in the country. The hydrocarbon reserves found in the 
Suriname basin are estimated to correspond to half of 
the oil and gas globally discovered in 2020. Due to the 
low cost of exploration, Suriname and Guyana attract 
investors in comparison to other countries. Considering 
the complexity of oil geopolitics, what are the pillars of 
Suriname's foreign policy to maximize the opportunities 
arising from the oil reserves discovery?

Suriname is attracting new investors through 
favorable negotiations with producers and it is seeking 
regional stabilization by cooperating with Guyana. 
President Chan Santokhi, elected in 2020, has offered 
longer exploration agreements than those practiced by 
its South American neighbors. Moreover, he admitted 
a royalty rate of 6.25%, equivalent to less than half the 
average paid to developing countries by the oil industry. 
Suriname's bet on generous tax incentives is aligned to 
the market that has been shrinking its assets in high-cost 
fields. 

At the end of 2020, the presidents of Suriname 
and Guyana signed cooperation, development, and 
regional integration commitments, aiming to create a 

commercial structure aligned with the petrochemical 
industry's opportunities. The bilateral initiative reveals 
the temporary overcoming of pending disputes between 
the countries, such as maritime and land border disputes, 
mediated by a Joint Commission.

Promising prospects attract the United States and 
China. In the first official visit of a U.S. Secretary of State to 
Suriname in September 2020, Mike Pompeo encouraged 
the host government to give precedence to partnerships 
with U.S. companies, emphasizing the political risks of 
a rapprochement with Beijing. Suriname's possibility of 
becoming the stage for disputes over energy resources 
involving the two geopolitical giants has been pointed 
out.

Tax incentives and regional stabilization seem to 
be necessary conditions for a successful oil foreign 
policy for Suriname, so that it takes advantage of the 
opportunities that oil exploration provides for the 
country. It seems complicated to visualize alternatives to 
the alignment with the United States. Brazil, considered a 
priority partner by Suriname, should pay attention to the 
opportunities and possible threats to the Brazil-Suriname 
cooperation program.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n133.p 06.

Source: Total

https://www.total.com/media/news/press-releases/total-announces-a-new-discovery-offshore-suriname
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The Canadian pursuit for autonomous technology for the Navy

Jéssica Barreto

Despite the Canadian industry's efforts in pursuing 
autonomous technology for unmanned systems, the 

country still does not own the technological capability 
to fulfill all demands. In 2017, in the Defense Policy 
“Strong, Secure, Engaged”, the external context analysis 
indicated the urge for a growing investment to restructure 
its Armed Forces and guarantee its acting capability. One 
of the highlights of this investment is the remotely piloted 
systems. The Strategic Plan 2017-2022 of the Royal 
Canadian Navy (RCN) mentions the unmanned systems 
alongside the efforts to re-equip the Force through 
the National Shipbuilding Strategy as a possibility to 
suppress the Navy’s capability gaps.

In the review released in 2018 of the Industrial 
and Technological Benefits (ITB) Policy, one of the 
changes highlighted in the document was the mapping 
of 16 key investments capabilities (KIC), emphasizing 
the Remotely Piloted Systems and the Autonomous 
Technologies. Another Canada's effort to ensure the 
surveillance capability, maritime situational awareness 
and sea denial through these systems was its participation, 
in late 2020, in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO)’s Maritime Unmanned Systems Initiative 
(MUSI) led by the U.S.

This movement reiterates not only the country's 
interest in boosting its technological development by 
using the knowledge of partners but also the need to 
guarantee interoperability with its main allies. Currently, 
Canada has four projects in different acquisition phases, 
with emphasis on the Intelligence, Surveillance, Target 
Acquisition and Reconnaissance Unmanned Aircraft 
System (ISTAR), a critical aerial platform to the Navy's 
situational awareness, which will be operated on 
Halifax class frigates and in the future Canadian Surface 
Combatants (Boletim 129).

Despite the effort to concentrate the investments in 
autonomous technology, the existing gap in the Canadian 
industry hinders a rapid and expressive development, 
besides the budget restrictions. Therefore, the country 
trusts its allies and collective security arrangements to 
look for technologies and ensure that its Force's ability to 
act is well-matched with possible threats on the external 
setting.

  »

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n133.p 07.

The rapprochement of the United States with Central America and the Caribbean during Biden’s 
administration

Victor Cabral

The Biden-Harris administration promises changes 
in the United States foreign policy toward Central 

America and the Caribbean. Biden realizes the importance 
of having stable, developed, secure, and politically 
close neighbors to the U.S. for the national security’s 
sake. Considering the distancing promoted by Trump’s 
administration, what are the Biden administration’s 
tendencies for rapprochement with the region?

During his presidential campaign, Biden pledged 
more than US$ 4 billion in investments that would 
reduce poverty, corruption, and violence in Central 
America and the Caribbean. The measure could begin 
to mitigate structural problems that triggers Central 
Americans' constant migration flow to his country. 
Rethinking Trump’s immigration policy, Biden has 
stopped constructing the wall on the border with Mexico, 
sent citizenship bills to undocumented migrants residing 
in the country to Congress, undone family separation 
policies, and he is now studying the adoption of new 

humanitarian visas.
The region faces a strong recession due to the 

pandemic. It needs foreign investments to recover its 
economic and social stability, reducing inequality and 
poverty. Unemployment rates aggravated in 2020, and 
that reflects in increased violence and vulnerability to 
environmental disasters. However, despite the promises, 
the geographical proximity, and the diplomatic interest, 
Biden likely prefers to approach Europe and Asia, his 
main military allies and trade partners, to the detriment 
of Central America and the Caribbean. This would hinder 
the economic recovery, even though the region is a hub 
for exporting commodities to the U.S. and China, its main 
trading partners.

Interestingly, Biden invests in regional economic, 
social, and institutional development without focusing 
exclusively on the Northern Triangle countries. Therefore, 
the entire region could become more prosperous, 
developed, protected, and with stronger democratic 

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_150/mobile/index.html
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institutions, something important to American security. 
The risk is in coming across as a dispute for regional 
influence with China (Boletim 131), which could suggest 
sanctions and the return of political and economic 
interference in Beijing’s partner countries, displeasing 
the region.

Thus, Biden is expected to confirm that the U.S. 
has returned to international cooperation and that he 
wants to support the resumption of regional economic 
development without using it as a stage for geopolitical 
disputes in a new Cold War.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n132.p 07-08.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n133.p 08.

Jovenel Moïse, President of Haiti, refused to step 
down on February 7th, 2021 (the expected end of his 

mandate), claiming that he had another year left. Besides, 
the government arrested more than 20 protesters asserting 
that they had been in a plot to overthrow and kill the 
president. Popular protests demanded his resignation; 
however, they were strongly repressed. Internationally, 
the United States and the OAS support the president with 
the mobilization of troops and “Super Tucanos” aircrafts 
to monitor the border by the neighboring country 
Dominican Republic. What are the consequences of the 
Haitian political crisis for the Caribbean region?

Haiti's history is marked by internal instabilities, 
wars, and foreign interference, causing fragility and 
several humanitarian crises, requiring international help, 
like from MINUSTAH. In this context, Moïse takes 
office as president in 2017, with a government marked 
by protests against corruption and strong opposition 
to the constitutional reform to expand his powers. The 
results of his administration can be economically and 
socially perceived, considering that the GDP dropped 
1.7% in 2019 (in 2017, it had grown 2.2%), aggravating 
the context of 60% of the population living below the 

poverty line.
Throughout its history, Haiti's instability has attracted 

external attention, especially from the Dominican 
Republic. The eastern side of the San Domingo island 
has its economy impacted by the Haitian migratory 
flow, which in 2019 corresponded to 86% of the people 
received by the country. Currently, the Dominican 
Republic presents some stability and 62,000 active duty 
military personnel, while Haiti not only faces a severe 
structural crisis but also its forces do not surpass 5,000 
military personnel. Additionally, Haiti has a long-lasting 
relationship with the United States because it was 
militarily occupied from 1915 to 1934, having a huge 
influence and attention on what happens in the Caribbean 
country, mainly due to its location. 

Therefore, the country cannot guarantee the upkeep 
of stability, which directly affects the entire Caribbean 
Sea, since 35% of Haitian migrants went elsewhere in 
the region in 2019. The Dominican Republic has already 
strengthened its border security given a new humanitarian 
crisis and a greater U.S. interference, directly affecting 
all countries around the region.

The structural crisis in Haiti and its consequences in the Caribbean region
Rafael Esteves

Source: Britannica

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_154/mobile/index.html
https://www.britannica.com/place/Haiti


9
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 133 • February | 2021

EUROPE

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n133.p 09.

Operation IRINI strengthens regional security in the Mediterranean

Melissa Rossi

Operation EUNAVFOR MED IRINI, the current 
European Union (EU) naval mission in the Central 

Mediterranean, aims at monitoring the United Nation´s 
arms embargo in Libya. Based on UN Security Council 
Resolutions 1970 (2011) and 2292 (2016), IRINI 
uses maritime, aerial, and satellite assets to intercept 
vessels suspected of carrying illicit weapons. It also has 
secondary responsibilities, such as intercepting the illegal 
oil exports from Libya and dismantling human trafficking 
networks. Nevertheless, one year after its approval, IRINI 
has suffered criticism regarding its limited capability of 
patrolling large swaths of the Mediterranean. Despite this 
limitation, it is undeniable that the mission´s presence 
has helped consolidate the EU´s projection in the region.

The EU´s Common Security and Defense Policy 
(CSDP) became official with the Treaty of Amsterdam 
(1999), when the Petersberg tasks were incorporated 

into the EU´s body of law. This step is explained by 
functionalists as the spillover effect in political integration. 
Since then, EU military and civilian missions have 
become regional stabilization actions from the Balkans 
to the Mediterranean and beyond. IRINI follows the 
legal precepts established by Council decision 472/2020 
and counts on the cooperation of 23 Member States, 
having carried out 6 boardings and 1700 investigations 
of merchant vessels, among other actions.

Finally, it is important to emphasize that the 
Mediterranean Sea, known as Mare Nostrum to the ancient 
Romans, is of a sui generis geopolitical importance to 
the EU. Libya, in particular, harbors huge gas and oil 
reserves, essential to the EU's economy. Beyond the 
bloc's economic interests in the North African state, 
which reached a fragile ceasefire last October, there is 
also the presence of European rivals in its territory, such 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

The diplomatic sparkle under the Sahel obscured by extremism  

Isadora Jacques

The humanitarian crisis in the Sahel, marked by 
extremist attacks, remains to afflict regional and 

international authorities. One year after the significant 
French initiative, the leaders of the G5 Sahel (G5S) — 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger — 
met again with French President Emmanuel Macron on 
February 15th, 2020, in the Chadian capital, N'Djamena. 
Despite continued military investments, the jihadists 
overcame such effort, given that in the first two months 
of 2021 exclusively, 29 soldiers from Mali, the UN, and 
France died. According to Hannah Armstrong, senior 
consultant analyst for the Sahel at International Crisis 
Group, the victories against terrorists do not mean 
stability for the region. How could this aspect influence 
the posture of the G5S countries and France?

The problem in this part of the continent has been 
exposed since 2014, when the regional coalition was 
formed in favor of restoring security, however, the 
international commitment was intensified only in 2020 
(Boletim 120). Consequently, France increased from 
4,500 to 5,100 soldiers in the Operation Barkhane, an 
anti-jihadist force in the Sahel, but its fighters suffered 
more losses. After the summit, Chad committed to the 

agreement made a year ago and it will send 1,200 military 
personnel to Niger's triple border with Burkina Faso and 
Mali. However, it is already experienced that the lack of 
regional governance and terrorism cannot be solved only 
by military means.

On the other hand, the French objectives at the Summit 
would be motivated by the dissatisfaction aggravated by 
the operation, which, although apparently successful, 
was not a significant improvement to the conflict. 
Fearing an advance of terrorism towards the coast, in the 
unstable Gulf of Guinea, France stands out again as the 
protagonist, this time, aiming at political development 
and diplomacy to mitigate the socio-economic dilemma 
and, in the future, and at the reduction of its troops in the 
Sahel.

Therefore, it is reasonable to expect that leaders 
of the Coalition will already seek resources parallel to 
militarization. Idriss Deby, Chad's President, reinforced 
the call to partner nations for financial resolutions. It 
is likely that the alliance between G5S and France will 
motivate an integrated response based on governance and 
diplomacy, in addition to belligerence, as agreed at the 
N'Djamena Summit.

  »

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_132/mobile/index.html
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Historically, the Canary Islands have been a point of 
geopolitical tension for Spain. In 2006, the region 

faced the migratory crisis, when 34 thousand people 
arrived on the islands in wooden boats known as cayucos. 
Recently, the new increase in the migratory flow and 
the surge of territorial disputes during 2020 pressure 
the Spanish government for a resolution. Considering 
the current challenges, it should be questioned to what 
extent the migratory flows affect Spanish foreign policy.

In 2020, 23,000 immigrants arrived in the Canary 
Islands, corresponding to 10 times the number of 
immigrants in 2019. This increase was due to several 
reasons. The pandemic was an aggravating factor in 
such flows, in addition to the Italian and Greek policy of 
increasing border controls. With this in mind, the Spanish 
government faces difficulties because of the unexpected 
increase in immigrants. Due to the port of Gran Canaria’s 
overcrowding, the government relocated 6 thousand 
people to hotels, which had been closed because of the 
pandemic. Therefore, Spain is pressuring the countries 
of the European Union to have a better distribution of 
immigrants through the bloc.

Some analysts argue that Morocco is possibly 
loosening its border control to use the migratory flow as 
a diplomacy point with Spain. Both countries have been 
fighting for territorial waters since March 30th, 2020, 
when the African State approved the extension of its 
maritime border (Boletim 110). This decision overlapped 
areas of interest in the two states where there are zones 
rich in tellurium, a material used to manufacture solar 
panels. With the negotiations occurring throughout the 
year, migratory pressure in the same region becomes 
advantageous for Morocco. The Iberian country has not 
commented on the speculation, while the second one 
has denied the possibility of deliberately easing border 
control. The two confirmed that they were cooperating to 
deal with the situation.

Therefore, it is notable that the migratory flow in 
the Canary Islands has been an influential element in 
the relations between Spain and Morocco. As a result, 
Spain has already taken steps to solve these problems 
by focusing on regional cooperation through bilateral 
negotiations, such as those with Morocco, or requests 
targeted to the European bloc.

The migratory crisis and territorial disputes in the Canary Islands
Marina Autran

Source: BBC

as Russia and Turkey, and the social pressures caused 
by the trafficking of migrants in the Mediterranean. In 
other words, Operation IRINI needs to be seen as part of 
a greater strategy of EU power projection and continues 
serving the purpose of signaling the EU's presence 

beyond its external borders. 
Therefore, it could be argued that IRINI has conducted 

its mission satisfactorily, thus increasing regional security 
despite its operational limitations.
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Western Sahara's independence comprises several 
barriers against the self-determination of the 

native Sahrawi population (Arabs and black people 
from the desert). For centuries, the country was a 
colony of Spain, which withdrew in 1975, handing the 
administration to Morocco and Mauritania. The Sahrawi 
people did not recognize the deal because it did not 
represent independence but actually the change of the 
administrator. From 1975 to 1991, the Polisario Front (a 
group seeking the consolidation of a national State) and 
the Moroccans were at war, but a ceasefire in 1991 that 
lasted until the end of last year suspended the conflict. 
Until now, Morocco seeks to permanently annex the 
territory, but what are the possible impacts of this stance?

One of the reasons for this pursuit is an important 
component in the global production of fertilizers: 
phosphate. Essential for agriculture, it is estimated 
that the reserves of the territory in addition to those of 
Morocco represent 70% of the global phosphate stock. 
Thus, the country becomes essential for large producers 
and consumers of fertilizers, like China, the United States, 
and India. Although the territory is mostly controlled by 
Morocco, as well as the exploitation of such reserves, 

the situation is unstable: the population lives divided by 
several sand walls constructed by the Moroccan State to 
prevent the advance of the Sahrawi occupation. Thus, the 
official recognition of its annexation would be important 
for Morocco to legally avoid such conflicts.

The independence claim was stagnant until October 
2020, when the Sahrawis blocked a territory border. It 
is alleged that the action looked forward to attracting 
international attention to the conflict. However, it took 
place in an unfavorable international setting to the 
Sahrawis, in which the U.S. government was seeking 
to re-establish diplomatic relations between the Arab 
countries and Israel. When offered to Morocco, the 
country argued that they would only sign the treaty if 
Americans recognized Western Sahara as Moroccan 
territory, which was done in December 2020.

Early in January 2021, the United States began the 
process of opening a consulate in Dakhla. By performing 
these actions, the U.S. ignores all international resolutions 
for the self-determination of the Sahrawi people. Thus, 
it is clear that the problem of conflict, which has been 
suspended for almost thirty years, is closer to a new 
beginning than a definitive resolution.

Western Sahara: one of the last African colonies

Isadora Novaes Bohrer

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

Source: R7

https://noticias.r7.com/internacional/entenda-o-conflito-do-saara-ocidental-a-ultima-colonia-africana-23092018
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MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Until the 1970s, the Soviet Navy was outdated and 
limited to its coast. Admiral Sergey Gorshkov is the 

responsible for the modernization of the doctrine and the 
internal dynamics of the Soviet Navy, placing the country 
in the naval powers’ elite of his time. Gorshkov's main 
objective was to make the Soviet Navy capable of being 
present in all seas, and to implement such a strategy, he 
had to increase the Soviet Maritime Power.

Although many things have changed from 1970 to 
the present moment, Russian maritime power is still 
globally relevant in the geopolitical setting. In this 
context, the Baltic Fleet sent the Steregushchiy class 
“Stoyky” corvette, the tanker “Kola”, and the sea tug 
Yakov Grebelsky for the second edition of the “Maritime 
Security Belt 2021”, a naval exercise executed with the 
Iranian Navy that took place on February 15th and 16th. 
Like the first edition in December 2019, the theater was 
the Gulf of Oman, in the North of the Indian Ocean, in 
an area of approximately 17,000 km². The event had 
as agenda the security of trade routes, the fight against 

terrorism and piracy, with a hijacked vessel rescue 
simulation. Moreover, the choice of the region, which for 
decades has been the setting of tensions between the U.S. 
Navy, and its regional allies, and the Iranian Navy, is also 
justified because the Gulf of Oman is a gateway to the 
Strait of Hormuz, which concentrates approximately 1/5 
of the world oil.

Besides the subsidy given by its naval doctrine, the 
Russian participation in the exercise is also explained by 
the strong presence of the USA, the main antagonist of 
Moscow and Tehran, in a strategic region for the wealth it 
comprises and for its geographical location. Therefore, in 
addition to the official objectives, the exercise was also a 
message to the newly opened Biden administration: the 
Iranian side seeking to repel Washington's influence in 
the region and demonstrate that it has significant allies; 
and the Russian side stressing that it has a powerful Navy 
capable of safeguarding its interests anywhere in the 
globe.

Maritime Security Belt 2021 and Russian naval power

José Gabriel Melo

Over the last years, the maritime power of coastal 
countries has found in the Black Sea's geopolitical 

and geoeconomic balance its greatest obstacle. 
Intersected by important actors, the region is currently 
one of NATO's transatlantic security frontiers and allies. 
In this context, outlining one of the notably important 
global routes for energy resources and maritime trade, 
the Russian regional hegemony concentrates on military 
accumulation and on the use of instruments to motivate 
a hybrid war. Therefore, it represents a setback in the 
expansion of naval capabilities and a former ally's 
territorial integrity: Ukraine. Having emphasized this 
matter, it is worth questioning the role of its "White Paper 
2021" and a possible synergy with NATO.

Since 2005, Ukraine has been looking forward to 
reconstructing its naval forces, with interconnected 
strategies in Defense and economy, considering the 
potential of port and offshore gas platforms. However, 
after the annexation of Crimea in 2014, besides the 
200-mile reduction in its Exclusive Economic Zone, 

almost 75% of Ukraine’s maritime territory was seized, 
drastically reducing its military increase and causing the 
loss of infrastructure facilities, like shipyards. Another 
strategic threat is the potential for Russian electronic 
warfare, capable of blocking GPS signals from vessels 
traveling in the region, helping its sensor system within 
the Marine Corps.

In this context, the Foreign Intelligence Service of 
Ukraine launched the "White Paper 2021" at the end 
of January. The 74-page document points to the current 
external threats to Ukrainian security, emphasizing 
Kremlin's cyber attacks as a focal point. The paper also 
highlights NATO's role in supporting its Defense and 
Security sector, backing up the maritime industry, and 
conducting military exercises.

In contrast, the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense 
described 2021 as the "year of Euro-Atlantic 
transformation", aspiring to focus on NATO military 
standards. It is noteworthy that, at the end of January, 
the organization assigned new warships to the Black Sea, 

The obstacle to the Ukrainian maritime power and the White Paper 2021

Luiza Guitarrari
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EAST ASIA

China's Space Program has been setting increasingly 
ambitious goals to stay aligned with its Grand 

Strategy. In 2011, still unable to send an independent 
interplanetary mission, China participated in an 
unsuccessful joint mission with Russia to Phobos (one 
of the moons of Mars). Over the past 10 years, Beijing 
launched several satellites and rockets and gained a lot 
of experience with lunar missions, including the landing 
of structures on the so-called “dark side of the moon”. 
This decade of preparation culminated in the launch, in 
2020, of the Tianwen-1 probe toward Mars on China's 
first independent interplanetary mission. Considering 
this progress in the last decade and the ambitious goals 
of the Chinese Communist Party, what can be expected 
from the Chinese space program in the next decade?

In the short term, the progress of the Tianwen-1 
mission, which entered Mars orbit on the 11th, should 
be observed. The probe’s landing should occur in a few 
months. Landing on Mars is considered a much more 
complex operation than landing on the Moon — nine 

out of fifteen landing attempts have been effective since 
1971. If the operation is successful, China will become 
the second country to make a successful landing on Mars, 
considering that only NASA (USA) has pulled off such 
a feat until now.

In the medium and the long term, other ambitious 
strategies from China must be carefully observed. For 
years, Beijing has been preparing itself to launch its own 
permanent space station, with an established deadline 
for 2022. To meet this deadline, the construction of the 
station is expected to begin in the current year. Moreover, 
given the Chinese goal of establishing a manned lunar 
base by 2036, it is expected that China will send one 
or more manned missions to the Moon shortly. Finally, 
6G technology satellite launches, which began last year, 
should continue over the next decade.

Therefore, the next decade should be marked by 
several achievements by the Chinese space program. It 
will be essential to monitor how the United States will 
behave within this setting

The next steps of the Chinese Space Program

Rodrigo Abreu

with emphasis on the destroyer USS Porter from the 
United States Sixth Fleet.

Notably, the pursuit for interoperability of its Navy 
with the organization seeks to neutralize international 

threats. Therefore, the development of the Naval Forces' 
capabilities and the restructuring of agendas such as 
the document mentioned previously contribute to their 
ambition to become a permanent member of NATO.

Source: Statista
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Strategic alliance: India and Australia project into space.

Marina Corrêa

The space race did not finish with the end of the 
Cold War; in fact, it aggravated over time and with 

technological innovation. This is shown in the newest 
agreement, part of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) of 2012, between the Australian Space Agency 
and the Indian government space agency — Indian Space 
Research Organization (ISRO) — as an outcome of the 
existing engagement between the countries since 1987. 
However, to what extent can this alliance consolidate the 
Indian foreign policy and its international cooperation?

The signing of this agreement on February 16th, 2021, 
strengthens the collaboration to identify new areas of 
cooperation in space technology, applications, education, 
and outreach. Moreover, it formalizes and catalyzes the 
Australian government's project to temporarily host ISRO 
satellite tracking infrastructure, therefore supporting 
India's Space Program to place an Indian in space until 
2022 by the Gaganyaan Mission — it is worth mentioning 
that this mission is estimated at approximately USD 1 
billion exclusively.

The ambitious Indian project was announced by 

Narendra Modi in 2018, with a 2022-2023 deadline. 
Gaganyaan is also the name of the spacecraft that will 
take the 3 Indian astronauts (part of the Indian Human 
Spaceflight Programme) into orbit. According to G. 
Madhavan Nair, former head of ISRO, "the mission will 
help the agency achieve high levels of launch reliability 
and satellite technology", besides moving the economy 
by allocating jobs to 15,000 people. Therefore, in addition 
to the cooperation with Australia, there is also the French 
essential assistance, which will assist the astronauts with 
health monitoring and radiation protection.

It should be perceived that such measures support 
Australia and India's joint objective to boost their 
sectors of the economy, but especially the goal to 
promote the peaceful use of space. Moreover, for India, 
it also represents the possibility of being the 4th nation 
(behind the United States, Russia, and China) to send 
a manned mission to space and aspire to be a power in 
the technological and in the Research and Development 
sectors.

Source: Diligentias 

https://diligentias.com/the-human-space-mission-gaganyaan-department-of-space/
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Among the Southeast Asian countries, one of the most 
complex States in terms of governmental stability is 

Myanmar: independent in 1948, the country experienced 
some years of democracy, but, in 1962, it became a 
military dictatorship until 2011. However, what looked 
like a step towards democracy suffered a setback: on 
February 1st, 2021, another military coup d’état hit the 
country. Alleging fraud in the 2020 elections that gave 
80% of Parliament's seats to Aung San Suu Kyi's Party, 
the military seized power, declared a state of emergency 
for a year, and said they would promote new elections. It 
is worth inquiring here, therefore, what the implications 
of this coup are.

Firstly, the coup complicates the country's already 
problematic economic situation, as it provokes 
international mistrust and retracts possible foreign 
investments; additionally, it may expand the migratory 
flow to the surrounding nations due to the violence: 
up to now, three teenagers have been killed in protests, 
besides several injured. Nonetheless, the popular 
demonstrations happen daily; they are also held in front 
of several embassies, putting pressure on the international 
community. Americans, Canadians, and English imposed 
sanctions on the military leaders of the coup; Indonesia 
has been leading efforts to reunite the Prime Ministers of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 

take a stand in the situation.
Myanmar is relevant to China, as the country 

represents an exit to the Indian Ocean, an alternative 
for the transportation of oil and gas, avoiding the Strait 
of Malacca and other chokepoints. A study by IPEA 
(2013) indicated that one of the biggest beneficiaries 
during the military governments was China, considering 
that the departure from the West allowed Beijing to 
enter its companies in Burmese territory with very little 
competition. Thus, for the American pivot Asia and India, 
the country is essential as a counterpoint to the Chinese 
domination.

The population demands the cancellation of the 
current Constitution, in force since 2008, which gives 
the military 25% of parliamentary seats and a veto 
possibility. With the elections in November, Suu Kyi's 
party was reaching the 3/4 required to hold a referendum 
and amend the Magna Carta, which could weaken the 
Armed Forces' participation in the government.

Myanmar's situation is very delicate and surrounded 
by uncertainties: newspapers are censored, employees 
are persecuted, and the internet is suspended in several 
regions, limiting the spread of news. Thus, it is necessary 
to monitor the development of events and their impacts 
on regional geopolitics.

Myanmar: Military coup and its implications
Thayná Fernandes

SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

Source: Deepre Source

https://deepresource.wordpress.com/2015/11/10/sino-myanmar-pipelines/
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O mapa intitulado “Principais Riscos Globais”, 
exposto na página 03 deste Boletim, foi 

elaborado pelos integrantes do Núcleo de Avaliação 
da Conjuntura da Escola de Guerra Naval. Os critérios 
utilizados para analisar os fenômenos internacionais 
e determinar quais devem constar no mapa se 
baseiam na relevância destes para o Brasil, sendo 
eles: presença de brasileiros residentes na região, 
influência direta ou indireta na economia brasileira e 
impacto no Entorno Estratégico brasileiro. Ademais, 
serão considerados os interesses dos membros 
permanentes do Conselho de Segurança das Nações 
Unidas. Após a seleção dos fenômenos, estes são 
categorizados em alto risco (vermelho) ou médio 
risco (laranja), seguindo parâmetros que refletem a 
gravidade do risco: quantidade de vítimas, relevância 
dos atores envolvidos, impacto na economia global 
e possibilidade da escalada de tensões. Os países em 
cinza representam conflitos monitorados, caso tenha 

agravamento do risco, este passa a ser vermelho ou 
laranja. 

Devido ao aumento do número de casos 
(infectados, internados e mortos) relacionados à 
COVID-19, houve uma adaptação na análise do 
cenário. Dessa forma, elaborou-se um mapa à parte, 
com os países com maior número de infectados, e os 
países com maior número de infectados na África e 
na Oceania de acordo com o último relatório da OMS 
divulgado até a data deste boletim. Dessa forma, 
os países foram divididos em vermelho, laranja e 
amarelo de acordo com o número de casos totais.

As análises são refeitas a cada edição do Boletim, 
com o objetivo de reavaliar e atualizar as regiões 
demarcadas, bem como a cor utilizada em cada um. 
Desta forma, são sempre observados os principais 
fenômenos, distribuídos em alto e médio risco. 
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