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THE COUNTRIES WITH THE 
MOST CASES

Sources: World Health Organization; The New York Times

Data according to the "WHO COVID-19 Dashboard", published on August 25th, 2021.

VACCINE MONITORING

By Bruno Gonçalves
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SOUTH AMERICA

The visit of the U.S. National Security Advisor to South America
José Martins Rodrigues Junior

In the 19th century, through the Monroe Doctrine, the 
United States (U.S.)  placed South America in its zone 

of influence and has maintained this status for almost 
two centuries. Currently, considering the escalating 
hegemonic dispute with China, the U.S. seeks to 
consolidate deeper ties with its South American partners. 
In early August 2021, U.S. National Security Advisor, 
Jake Sullivan, visited South America to reaffirm this 
strategic partnership. What does this visit represent for 
the future of U.S. foreign policy toward the region? 

From a broad perspective, Sullivan's visit marks a 
pragmatic turn in Joe Biden's foreign policy toward South 
America. In 2020, still under Trump’s administration, 
the former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo's visit to the 
region had been marked by a lack of pragmatism and a 
likely attempt to secure votes from Latino migrants in 
the U.S. electoral process, due to an anti-Maduro position 
(Boletim 125). However, Sullivan's visit deals mainly 
with how South America will insert itself internationally 
in a post-pandemic environment. In this context, the 
following topics were on the agenda: the recovery of 
economic growth, environmental protection, democracy, 
and the strengthening of strategic partnerships, especially 
with Brazil and Argentina. It is noticeable, for example, 
the maintenance of the United States' support for Brazil's 

entry into the OECD and its status as a global partner in 
NATO, which would reaffirm the country's alliance with 
the United States in a context of China's containment on 
the continent.

Additionally, it is noteworthy that the main agenda 
of the visit was the adoption of the 5G technology. 
The implementation of the new generation of wireless 
telecommunication systems necessarily requires the 
renewal of its infrastructure. Thus, the U.S. is making 
diplomatic efforts, as it did during Sullivan's visit, so 
that South American states prioritize companies from 
friendly countries over Chinese ones, aiming to maintain 
its leadership in regional technological development 
processes. However, in the region, auctions of 5G 
technology are being heterogeneous to the extent that 
they threaten Washington's pretensions of excluding the 
Chinese company Huawei in these processes (Boletim 
140). 

Therefore, the visit of the U.S. Security Advisor to 
South America represents the resumption of the U.S. 
pragmatism, whose objective is the maintenance of its 
influence in South America. Economic, strategic and 
technological issues are central to its foreign policy and 
will shape the future of its relations with the continent.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p05.

Source: EFG

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_142/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_172/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_172/mobile/index.html
https://www.efgam.com/Investment-Insights/Infocus--Latin-America-s-slow-and-uneven-economic-recovery.html
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The methane leak rate from oil and gas operations in 
Mexico is estimated to be twice as high as that of the 

United States (U.S.), currently the world's top hydrocarbon 
producer. Methane emissions are responsible for around 
30% of global warming since the pre-industrial era, and 
its impact is 84 times higher than that of carbon dioxide. 
Called a short-lived climate pollutant, the gas stays in the 
atmosphere for about a decade, in contrast to CO2, which 
remains in the atmosphere for up to 1000 years. What are 
the causes and consequences of Mexico's high methane 
leak rate?

Recent calculations indicate that Mexico accounts for 
about 2% of global anthropogenic methane emissions, 
of which 25% comes from the fuel sector. Methane is 
the main component of natural gas, whose capture would 
reduce air pollution and increase energy efficiency. 
Compared to the U.S. rate of 2.3%, about 4.7% of the 
gas produced in Mexico is released into the atmosphere. 
Such numbers are due to high emissions at midstream 
facilities that gather, compress, and process the gas; 
venting (releasing gas from oil wells without capturing 
it); flaring (burning gas at the wells). It is estimated 
that 1.3 million tons of methane are wasted in Mexico 
annually: about 1/3 of its natural gas imports, or USD 

200 million.
The lack of transparency and the poor infrastructure 

of the sector led to a fire on the ocean surface west of the 
Yucatán peninsula in July 2021. State company PEMEX 
claims that an underwater pipeline was struck by 
lightning. The structure is connected to the Ku Maloob 
Zaap field, the company's largest crude oil producer, 
representing more than 40% of its daily production of 
nearly 1.7 million barrels. There is no information about 
the duration of the leak and, although PEMEX claims 
that the incident did not cause a spill, environmentalists 
demand an investigation, especially on the consequences 
for marine life. Since July, two other fires at state-owned 
facilities have occurred, one at a refinery and another at 
a platform.

The U.S. and Canada may pressure Mexico for more 
transparency through, for example, the Three Amigos 
agreement on energy sustainability. Furthermore, U.S. 
President Joe Biden and Mexican President Lopez 
Obrador have indicated their mutual commitment 
to combat climate pollutants. The stance of the two 
other North-American countries regarding Mexico's 
infrastructure will be fundamental in a global context of 
demands for sustainability.

Impacts of high methane leak rate from Mexico's energy sector
Victor Gaspar Filho

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p06.DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p05.

Source: Oil Price

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_98/index.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/Mexico-Sees-Its-First-International-Offshore-Drilling-Success.html
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International trade: the port sector and post-COVID shipping in the United States

Ana Carolina Vaz Farias

The pandemic of COVID-19 has impacted the 
global economy, and ocean-based industries are not 

exceptions. According to the “Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development”, the global value-added 
of these industries would double by 2030, reaching USD 
3 trillion. Although the ocean-based industries, especially 
those focused on international trade, have been affected 
by measures to control the spread of the disease and the 
consequent economic slowdown, an upturn in the sector 
is seen in 2021. Therefore, how essential are the port and 
shipping sectors to the economic recovery of the United 
States?

In the first half of 2020, global shipping was down by 
25%. Nevertheless, the upturn in commodities demand has 
been driving an economic recovery. The daily earnings of 
Capesize ships, the largest category of ships that transport 
materials such as grain and coal, is around USD 31,000, 
which is ten times higher than at the beginning of 2020. 
Additionally, for the first time, the Port of Savannah, 
Georgia, handled 5.3 million container units, with a 20% 
increase in cargo volume, keeping its position as one of 

the fastest gateway ports in the United States. The port 
serves as the country's economic engine, providing more 
than 439,000 jobs, and its export efficiency enables U.S. 
companies to compete in the global marketplace.

Moreover, Southern California's two largest ports, the 
Port of Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach, have 
experienced record congestion levels at the port and in 
the berth. On August 14th, the port complex set a record 
with 68 ships in the berth, compared to the 2015 record 
of 48 ships in total. Therefore, in March 2021, President 
Joe Biden published an infrastructure plan of more than 
USD 2 trillion, of which USD 621 billion will be spent 
on transportation infrastructures such as roads and ports. 
Investment in logistics and communications technology is 
essential to increase the speed and accuracy of operations 
and is aimed at post-pandemic economic recovery.

Therefore, despite the uncertainty about the coming 
years caused by the pandemic, the ocean economy, 
especially the port and shipping sectors, have great 
strategic potential as an economic driver for the United 
States due to their essential role in international trade. 

Source: OECD

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p07.
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Nigeria is a key player in the success of maritime 
cooperation in the Gulf of Guinea (GoG). The 

country has advanced in maritime security policies such 
as the Deep Blue Project (Boletim 144) and the military 
exercise with the United States (U.S.) carried out in 
early August 2021. However, in the opposite direction, 
the recent decision to withdraw from the Maritime 
Organization of West and Central Africa (MOWCA) 
could represent a setback to maritime security in the GoG. 
What are the consequences of the apparent ambiguity of 
the Nigerian posture for the stability of the GoG?

The advance of the Deep Blue Project indicates a 
trend of commitment of Nigeria to protect its Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ). Nigeria, alongside the U.S., 
with the participation of the ship USS Hershel "Woody" 
Williams, classified by the Americans as a mobile 
expeditionary base, the first warship permanently 
assigned to the area of responsibility of the U.S Africa 
Command (AFRICOM), carried out a naval exercise in 
which five Nigerian patrol ships participated. For the U.S., 
partnering with Nigeria means sharing the responsibility 
of protecting the Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) 
in the region, which favors Nigeria's ambition to 
prosecute its leadership in the GoG. It is noteworthy that 
the African continent's access to relevant markets such 
as China and India, with significant demand for energy 
resources, depends on maritime traffic safety, essential to 

the Nigerian economy.
However, the tendency towards cooperation is 

not verified at the regional level. The setback with the 
MOWCA due to the alleged irregularity in the choice 
of its new Secretary-General, a position that Nigeria is 
postulating for the first time in 46 years of organization, 
creates uncertainty about the country's leadership and 
the search for autonomy. Its purpose is to guarantee a 
low-cost maritime transport service with a high level of 
security, aligned with international standards and the need 
for stable exports, as the GoG is the hotspot for piracy 
and kidnapping of crew members. The exit of Nigeria, 
which contributed USD 5 million to the functioning of 
the MOWCA over the last decade, unbalances the other 
24 member countries, most of them coastal and some 
without access to the coast, but all linked to the dynamics 
of regional policy. Negotiations for creating the MOWCA 
Maritime Investment Bank are also at risk, designed to 
foster the region's blue economy and naval industry. 

Maritime security will hardly be effective when the 
political decision puts pressure on regional partners 
and ignores the interdependence of the different actors 
embraced by the GoG. A holistic maritime approach, 
capable of involving civilians and military, as well 
as projects for development and security, necessarily 
requires Nigerian financial support, expertise and naval 
power. 

 Nigeria's role in the pursuit for autonomy in the security of the Gulf of Guinea
Isadora Jacques and João Victor Marques Cardoso

Source: NAC (own production)

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p08.

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_180/mobile/index.html


9
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 146 • August | 2021

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p09.

A decade ago, the construction of the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam (GERD) was announced, expected 

to be the world's seventh-largest installed power capacity, 
with 6.45 GW of power, and the largest hydroelectric 
dam on the continent. Political conflicts have surrounded 
the project since the beginning, and the water security of 
Egypt and Sudan also depends on the waters of the Nile 
(Boletim 138). So how would the GERD contribute to a 
supposed "energy diplomacy" implemented by Ethiopia 
in its regional surroundings?

The GERD can deliver power to part of the 
Ethiopian population without access to electricity, which 
corresponds to 65% of the total population. However, 
one of the arguments used by Addis Ababa to politically 
develop the plant is the consequences beyond its 
borders: The dam, which costs about USD 4 billion, has 
the capacity to bring electricity to the whole region and 
the African continent. This aspect is politically relevant 
since, according to the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), almost 800 million Africans have no access to 
electricity. Thus, Ethiopia could use its electric potential 
as a diplomatic bargain. Sudan, for instance, a country 
with an electricity deficit, is interested in buying 1 GW 

from the Ethiopians. In August 2021, Sudanese experts 
will go to Ethiopia to discuss the construction of a high-
voltage transmission line, valued at USD 550 million, 
which would connect the two countries. If this agreement 
comes into effect, it will be a diplomatic victory for 
Ethiopia.

Besides Sudan, there are other countries attracted by 
the initiative. Ethiopia is building transmission lines with 
a capacity of 2 GW to Tanzania, with the South African 
market as a future target. Kenya, Africa's fifth-largest 
economy, and Djibouti, a major logistics and military 
hub, have started negotiations on electricity supply. 
Furthermore, South Sudan and Somaliland - a breakaway 
region of Somalia — are interested in the purchase 
negotiations.

It is evident that, despite the diplomatic impasses with 
Egypt and Sudan, regarding the water issue of the GERD 
construction, Ethiopia's energy potential has become a 
conciliation asset between these countries. Moreover, 
energy diplomacy goes beyond and attracts partners in 
different regions of the continent, pushing countries to 
support Addis Ababa.

Ethiopia's energy diplomacy: from conflicts to conciliations
Bruno Gonçalves

Source: DW
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With the official departure from the European Union 
completing more than a year and a half, the United 

Kingdom has faced several obstacles to maintaining its 
historic liberal economic stance. With its marketing 
campaign and political strategy “Great Britain”, London 
relies mainly on strengthening the most diverse foreign 
trade structures. How is Brexit changing the dynamics of 
this posture? 

As a consequence of Brexit, trade agreements with 
the European Union (EU) and other countries were 
cancelled. If previously Europeans could rely on fewer 
customs bureaucracy, payment facilitation, relatively 
cheaper currency and excellent consumer market 
expansion when operating in the Schengen area, now 
need to deal with a country holding a strongly valued 
currency and intense legal uncertainty in customs matters 
- given the very fragility exposed in the Irish border issue. 
For example, at the end of March, the Official Statistics 
Centre of Ireland reported a 65% drop in imports from 

the United Kingdom. 
Brexit also affected relations between the countries 

that compose the United Kingdom. The major problem 
is still coming from the Northern Ireland because of 
the clash between the EU and the British Government 
involving the Northern Ireland Protocol, which created 
a border between the British island and Northern Ireland 
(Boletim 135). At the end of July, the UK rejected several 
proposals made by the EU to facilitate the implementation 
of the protocol and called for its renegotiation.

Therefore, it is notable that the UK’s exit from the EU 
is still showing consequences. Besides affecting relations 
with the European bloc, this standoff also maintains high 
social tensions in Northern Ireland. Other aspects deal 
with a critical area — international trade, a vital element 
in pursuing the “Great Britain” strategy. Therefore, the 
concern with the Northern Ireland Protocol affects not 
only the UK’s relations with the EU but the region as a 
whole.

Brexit and barriers to the consolidation of the “Great Britain” strategy

Marina Autran and Guilherme Carvalho
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Ten years have passed since the start of the Arab 
Spring. Started in a lesser-known country in 

North Africa, the movement has changed the regional 
geopolitics in the Arab world. Tunisia is the only country 
that went through the Arab Spring and that has managed 
to continue without external intervention or civil war so 
far, and has not become a new military dictatorship like 
Egypt. However, in July, the President elected in 2019, 
Kais Saied, suspended the parliament and dismissed the 
former prime minister, accusing him of attempting a coup 
against the constitution and democracy. Furthermore, 
he announced a one-month curfew and promised to 
compose and appoint a new government soon. Could 
this be the end of the Arab Spring, ending precisely the 
same way it started?

Since 2011, the country has presented a mature and 
organized revolution in its demonstrations and political 
demands, reaching the first democratic legislative 
presidential elections in the Arab world in 2014 and, 
recently, in 2019. Moreover, Tunisian democracy 
represents a threat to authoritarian governments across 

the region, considering that it can influence a social and 
civil resistance to its neighbors in the Middle East and 
North Africa.

Thus, at this critical moment of an economic crisis in 
the country, with high unemployment and the pandemic, 
President Saied's decisions raise doubts about his purpose. 
He promises changes and improvements in the country's 
conditions, such as fighting corruption and conspiracies 
against the Tunisian people, but his stance is worrying 
because it represented the same discourse as some 
dictatorial governments in the region, such as the one in 
Egypt. Therefore, Saied's move could eventually indicate 
the beginning of a coup, which would set back the results 
of years of struggle for democracy and elections in the 
country.

If this is the case, the advances over the last ten years 
will be possibly lost. A tragic end for Tunisia represents 
a setback for Tunisians and that the Arab Spring, which 
brought so much hope to the people of the region, would 
end its cycle in the same country where it began.

Tunisia and the suspension of its parliament: the end of an Arab dream?
Adel Bakkour

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n146.p11.

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Climate change is probably going to be one of the 
main topics of Russia’s strategic future. As different 

countries experience an unusual season of wildfires, 
provoked by the extreme heat and dry seasons (Boletim 
144), Russia undergoes its worst environmental crisis 
of the century. According to data from the Center for 
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), the Russian 
territory is warming up 2,5 times faster than expected, 
and the temperature rose up to 6°C beyond normal 
this summer. As the country places 52nd in the Climate 
Change Performance Index, Moscow must consider 
environmental issues as a priority. In this regard, what 
can be expected from the Russian National Security 
Strategy?

Published on July 2nd 2021, by the Russian president, 
Vladimir Putin, the National Security Strategy 2021 
represents a significant update from the 2015’s Strategy. 
The 44-page document focuses on Russia and its 
internal context, dealing with economic development, 
demography, politics, sovereignty and environment, 
being the first time that the Russian government address 

climate change at a strategic level. Therefore, it responds 
to the commercial pressures suffered by the country 
towards carbon neutrality, as its main trading partners 
have expressed their ambition to become carbon neutral 
countries by 2050. Furthermore, its largest natural 
gas market, the European Union, already studies the 
implementation of taxes on imports to laggard countries 
in climate policies, which could cost billions of dollars to 
the Russian economy.

Moreover, according to the Deputy Minister for 
the Development of the Russian Far East and Arctic, 
Alexander Krutikov, the climate damages could cost 
more than USD 99 billion to Russia until 2050. Because 
only in 2021, the wildfires in the regions of Siberia 
and the Russian Far East devastated more than 11,5 
million acres. Therefore, the country declared a state of 
emergency in the Yakutia region, where wildfires can 
accelerate the melting of Siberian permafrost, besides 
threatening critical infrastructures such as railways, gas 
and oil pipelines. Therefore, it represents a great risk to 
the population and its food security, compromising the 

Russia’s National Security Strategy: a new chapter for climate politics?
Luiza Guitarrari

  »
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MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Russian wheat trade, representing 20% of global exports.
Therefore, the importance of promoting climate 

policies in Russia as an important interface between 
Economy, Security and Energy is perceivable. Thus, 

the new Russian strategic document represents a new 
step towards domestic development and international 
cooperation in the climate field.

Source: Oil price

During part of the Cold War, Russia and China 
were allies within the communist bloc. However, 

geopolitical issues drove the two giants apart, leading 
to the "Sino-Soviet Schism" during the 1960s. Today, 
the bilateral partnership is more intense than before the 
rupture. What are the interests behind the rapprochement 
between the two countries, and how does this impact the 
stability of the international system?

Understanding the cooperation between Moscow 
and Beijing involves understanding Evgueni Primakov's 
(1929-2015) thinking, former Russian Foreign Minister 
and Prime Minister in the late 1990s. For this statesman, 
Russia was a power even if it was weakened, and, as 
such, it should have a foreign policy according to its 
status. Later, this stance rose the so-called "Primakov's 
Triangle" by which the country would draw closer to 
China and India as a way to contain the West's advance 
toward the former Iron Curtain countries (Boletim 119). 
The bilateral relationship between the two countries was 
not normalized until 2001, beginning a period of intense 
rapprochement. The latest episode in this relationship 
was the Zapad/Interaction 2021, a joint exercise in North 
China from August 9th to 13th.

Despite the recent rapprochement, the current 

status of the Sino-Russian relationship is complex and 
marked by a strategic duality. There is mutual relevance 
between the two countries: to the extent that China has 
become Russia's largest single trading partner, Moscow 
has been the largest arms exporter to Beijing. However, 
at the same time, the countries compete for influence 
in Central Asia, with China displacing Russia as the 
region's largest trading partner, even though the latter's 
political and military influence is more solid than the 
former. As a reaction to the Chinese advance, one can 
observe a Russian attempt to normalize relations with the 
West — demonstrated by the Putin-Biden Summit, the 
negotiations for the establishment of a new START and 
the conclusion of the dispute involving the Nordstream 2 
gas pipeline (Boletim 140).

The military exercise held in North China demonstrates 
the duality and desirability of the relationship. At the 
same time that the two countries are mutually relevant in 
the military and economic context, there is competition 
between the two powers in Central Asia for influence. The 
Sino-Russian competition in the region has led Moscow 
to reapproach to the West, reediting the "Primakov 
Triangle" of the 1990s.

Evgueni Primakov and Sino-Russian Cooperation
Pedro Martins

  »
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EAST ASIA

In May 2021, Sri Lanka's parliament passed the Port 
City Bill, declaring that about 270 hectares of land —

which were once part of the ocean — would be annexed to 
Colombo, capital of Sri Lanka, thus forming the country's 
first Exclusive Economic Zone for industrial services. 
The bill spawned controversy among the national political 
opposition, signaling sensitive sovereignty issues, while 
at the center of the dispute are extensive infrastructure 
investments from the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) project.  It is worth mentioning that Sri Lanka 
has fully supported BRI since its inception, supporting 
cooperation with China to develop ports, hydroelectric 
plants, highways and other infrastructure projects. For 
this reason, it is necessary to question the geopolitical 
implications of BRI investments in the country.

A considerable amount of analysts criticize BRI, 
portraying it as a debt trap in which China, through loans 
and financial assistance, promote unsustainable debt 
levels and predatory trading conditions to countries that 
receive their investments, a point strongly highlighted 
by the Sinhalese political opponents. On the other 
hand, Beijing's investments have played a crucial 
role in Sri Lanka's economic development in the last 

decade, noticeable in the increasing bilateral trade, for 
instance. China has become Sri Lanka's leading import 
partner in the last two years, a considerable aspect of 
complementarity. It is also worth mentioning that China 
overtook India as Sri Lanka's largest source of foreign 
direct investment in 2011, raising concerns in New Delhi 
mostly due to strategic aspects such as geographical 
proximity and the important trade sea routes shared with 
the Sri Lankan neighbor. 

Overall, Sri Lanka lacks the technology to build 
major infrastructure projects and looking for traditional 
investment alternatives such as the International Monetary 
Fund or the World Bank could be more expensive and 
take longer. Chinese investments are welcome, bearing 
in mind, of course, the criticism stemming from this 
complex situation. It is noteworthy that the approval of 
the Port City Bill is considered a major diplomatic and 
strategic concern for India, threatened by the possibility 
of having another global power projecting its presence 
in Sri Lanka, fostering tensions in the region. It is up to 
Sri Lanka to continue discussing its foreign policy to 
maintain or redefine its foreign relations.

Belt and Road Initiative and its geopolitical implications in Sri Lanka 
Filipe Porto and Iasmin Gabriele Nascimento

Source: Live mint
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a military venture or not, some geopolitical issues can be 
pointed out. The project could help maritime patrol near 
the Mozambique Channel and the shipping routes through 
Southern Africa, which currently represent a significant 
part of energy imports. The facility should allow the 
Indian Army and Navy to operate from this area so that, 
along with other Indian developments and diplomatic 
ties in the Indian Ocean, they can counterbalance the 
Chinese presence in the region. It is worth mentioning 
that, in 2017, China acquired its first overseas base in 
Djibouti, which naturally endorses such an initiative.

It is observed that India is following the principles 
indicated in its Maritime Security Strategy, released in 
2015, in which the Mozambique Channel and the East 
African coast are areas of policy interest. Furthermore, 
even if the military profile of this venture is not assumed, 
for now, the base in Agalega will be able to sustain 
its projections in the region and enhance its maritime 
situational awareness and surveillance in an important 
area amid Chinese expansion in Africa.

In 2018, speculation arose about the construction of 
a possible Indian military base in Mauritius, on the 

African coast of the Indian Ocean. At the time, both 
representatives of the island and the Indian government 
claimed that it was an infrastructure to benefit the 
islanders. The fact is that the venture materializes the 
Indian objectives exposed in "Modi's 2016 vision for the 
Indian Ocean," a plan articulated under the aegis of the 
Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). One 
of the main goals of this maritime cooperation doctrine 
is for India to succeed in establishing good relations with 
Indian Ocean countries (Boletim 135).

Thus, in August 2021, satellite images revealed 
that, in the past two years, India started constructing an 
approximately 3km airstrip, a port that connects to the 
pier, logistics and intelligence communication facilities 
that will serve for military purposes. With an estimated 
budget of USD 250 million, the airstrip can receive P-81 
aircraft for maritime patrol.

Regardless of whether the government assumes it is 

Indian projection in the Indian Ocean: the construction of a possible military base in Mauritius

Rebeca Leite  

Source: Wion (adapted)
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took place. It is critical to perceive that the exercise 
concurred with the military Sino-Russian training in 
the Ningxia region. Led by the United States, SEACAT 
received the Navy forces from 21 countries, including 
powers like the U.K. and France.

Indonesia has strong ties with the United States and 
China, and even though it seems like it is getting closer 
to the Americans, at least militarily, the country defines 
its position as non-aligned. At a meeting last year, the 
Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Retno Marsudi, 
even stated that ASEAN does not want to be stuck in a 
feud between the two great powers.

Besides all the military exercises, the two countries 
plan to build a Coast Guard training center in Batam, an 
industrial and transport center at the southern end of the 
SCS.

Moreover, there is a U.S. attempt to increase its 
presence in Indonesia — which seeks new ties (Boletim 
137) — to contain China's influence on the SCS, while 
Beijing hopes that Jakarta can keep the non-aligned 
status.

ARCTIC & ANTARCTICSOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIASOUTH ASIA

Beijing's growing presence in the South China Sea 
(SCS) has worried the United States (U.S.) and 

Southeast Asian countries, even those that do not have 
direct claims on SCS territories. In the last month, the two 
great powers carried out military exercises in the region. 
New military partnerships emerged, but the one between 
the United States and Indonesia should be highlighted. 
What are the consequences of this growing partnership 
to the political stability of Southeast Asia? 

Since 2018, with the help of the North Americans to 
build a maritime training center at the Base of Ambon, 
the military ties between Indonesia and the U.S. have 
progressively evolved. The second half of 2021 evidently 
exposes this approach due to the occurrence of three joint 
training operations.

In June, the Indonesian and North American Air 
Forces conducted a joint exercise that lasted two weeks, 
with F-16 fighters, in Pekanbaru — Sumatra Island. 
August was even more intense. In the first week, Garuda 
Shield 15, the biggest between the two armies, took place 
with more than 4,500 soldiers. Also, in the last month, 
the Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) 

Growing Strategic Partnership - United States and Indonesia
Gabriela Veloso  
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action in the region based on progressive environmental 
changes, accompanied by new geopolitical strategies. 
It also stresses the importance of cooperation with 
other nations to achieve mutual success in scientific 
exploration to increase the understanding of the impacts 
of climate change while emphasizing the need to invest 
in new vessels with ice capabilities. The USCGC Healy 
icebreaker, commissioned in 1999, is one of the only two 
vessels of this type active in the U.S. Coast Guard fleet, 
along with the USCGC Polar Star, a large icebreaker 
commissioned in 1976.

Thus, the U.S. must ensure a sufficiently robust 
naval force capable of confronting over forty icebreakers 
that compose the fleet of neighboring Russia. Although 
the country lies far behind other nations in terms of 
technological apparatus for the Arctic, the return of the 
USCGC Healy to the composition of the U.S. polar 
forces is part of the project to recapitalize icebreakers 
in order to guaranteed continued access to Arctic waters 
and protect its economic, commercial, environmental 
and national security interests.

The investment in vessels with ice capability is essential 
to national sovereignty in the Arctic environment. The 

U.S. Coast Guard’s icebreaker USCGC Healy departed 
on July 10th, 2021, for a circumnavigation mission from 
North America through the Northwest Passage and the 
Panama Canal. Thus, how does investment in new polar 
technologies compose the U.S. Arctic strategy?

The crossing of the Arctic Ocean by the USCGC 
Healy icebreaker, based in Seattle, will occur after 
the 2020 fire that damaged the vessel. The recovered 
icebreaker will probably reach the Arctic in September 
2021 through the Northwest Passage, in the Canadian 
coast, to conduct scientific and research missions in the 
high latitudes and participate in military exercises and 
professional exchanges with foreign navies. Therefore, 
the mission will favor U.S. interests along its maritime 
border with Russia, notably by ensuring its sovereignty 
over this other Arctic giant.

The U.S. investments in Arctic icebreaker 
technologies are aligned with the Arctic Blueprint 2021 
strategy, launched by the U.S. Navy in January 2021. The 
document establishes the guidelines for the country’s 

The USCGC Healy Icebreaker and the U.S. efforts in the Arctic
Raphaella Costa
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