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escalation of conflicts, ongoing crises and its outcomes.
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THE COUNTRIES WITH THE 
MOST CASES

Sources: World Health Organization; The New York Times

Data according to the "WHO COVID-19 Dashboard", published on August 12th, 2021.

VACCINE MONITORING

By Bruno Gonçalves
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SOUTH AMERICA

The dispute for the control of the Paraná River Waterway amidst the water crisis

Guilherme Novaes

The Paraná River undergoes its worst drought in 77 
years. Eighty percent of Argentina’s exports flow 

through these waters, which have already experienced 
a period of severe drought in 2020 (Boletim 124 and 
127). Thus, the drought has caused million-dollar 
losses, especially to the agro-export sector, mainly 
due to the reduction in navigation capacity. In this 
context, the government of Alberto Fernández plans a 
bidding process for the concession of the waterway, and 
Brazilian, Chinese, and European companies are among 
the interested parties. What impact could the drought 
have on the administration of the waterway?

The recurrence of water crises due to climate change is 
a factor to consider when planning the use of waterways. 
The current crisis of the Paraná River has imposed a 10% 
reduction in the maximum capacity, with losses estimated 
at USD 315 million between March and August 2021 for 
the Argentine agro-export sector. In July, the government 
decided to hold a new bidding process for the river 
control, after 25 years of management by Hidrovias 
S.A., a partnership between a Belgian company and the 
Argentine holding Emepa.

The Brazilian company DTA is interested in the 
project, which also aims to deepen the river, increasing 
its capacity. DTA's CEO, João Acácio, expressed that it 
would be interesting for the entire MERCOSUR if the 
chosen company were local, since Bolivia, Brazil, and 
Paraguay also use the river, and it is a strategic project for 
the regional economy. China is interested in the project, 
considering that a large part of what is exported in the 
region goes to Chinese territory.

Another actor interested in the topic is the United 
States, which is concerned about the possibility of 
Chinese presence in the region. Several South American 
countries are attracted to control the Paraná River, 
so a company from the region could better serve local 
interests by having common development goals with 
neighboring countries. Additionally, the frequent water 
shortage imposes a management challenge allied with 
environmental preservation, whose foreign interests tend 
to be less concerned. The way the river will be used in the 
coming decades is relevant for regional development and 
environmental preservation and presents an opportunity 
for regional integration.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p05.

Source: Impala Terminals

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_140/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_146/mobile/index.html
https://www.impalaterminals.com/our-global-network/latin-america/paraguay-fluvial-transportation/
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The consequences of COVID-19 in South American 
countries have deepened an economic deceleration 

trend. This process reveals the structural weaknesses of 
the continent's economies, which are primarily based on an 
undiversified agro-export matrix and a deindustrialization 
tendency. This situation is aggravated by the absence 
of public policies that contain the consequences of 
the lockdown context, allowing the outbreak of social 
demonstrations on the continent. Therefore, how to find 
a collective way out of the crisis, following a logic of 
economic reorientation and regional integration? 

The South American economies, alongside other 
developing economies in the negotiation process, 
demand priority in the payment of interest and royalties 
and the reallocation of profits under a tax logic that may 
boost economic recovery in the medium term. Thus, a 
possible measure to circumvent the effects of the current 
recession is the creation of a new tax of at least 15% 
on the activity of multinationals installed in the region, 
to reverse a process in which the source countries of 
such companies accumulate the production profits. This 
policy is relevant for South America, considering that the 

continent's economies significantly depend on corporate 
tax revenues. Thus, increased taxation implies increased 
state revenues and strengthens the institutional basis for 
a regional political dialogue, both of which are necessary 
to contain a crisis that overflows national borders.

For instance, poverty in Chile affects approximately 
2.1 million people, around 10.8% of the population, a 
rate not seen for more than two decades. The growing 
unemployment and informality contribute to the 
precariousness of living conditions and, consequently, 
catalyzes a widespread social dissatisfaction, leading 
to popular revolts, conflicts, and social protests. Chile 
illustrates a reality that characterizes the unfolding of the 
crisis in the continent (Boletim 115).

Overcoming the confluence of distinct crises 
requires the establishment of development consensuses, 
committed to reducing inequalities and constructing a 
model based on export diversification. A new tax policy 
proposal will increase the respective state revenues 
and strengthen multilateral communication channels, 
fostering a pragmatic regional integration process and 
aligning it with economic urgencies.

Regional integration in South America: economic ways out of the crisis
Pedro Kilson

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p06.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p05.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Since its beginning in 2017, the conflict in Cabo 
Delgado, in which the Mozambican Armed Forces 

confront the Islamic extremist group Ansar Al Sunna, 
has attracted the interest and participation of external 
powers, unlike the involvement of the regional countries. 
However, this situation is apparently changing, with the 
announcement on July 24th, 2021, that Rwanda will send 
a thousand soldiers to help the Mozambican authorities 
fight the extremists. Meanwhile, the involvement of 
extra-regional actors is far from settling down, with the 
announcement of cooperation by the European Union 
(EU) to train Mozambican military personnel.

Since 2005, Rwanda has been an active member in 
multilateral peace missions on the African continent, 
currently having more than five thousand military 
personnel in five different missions. Rwanda's 
involvement may imply a new stage for the country, 
moving from multilateral engagement to unilateral 
protagonism.

The announcement of Rwanda's troop deployment 
was not without some controversy. In May, at the end 
of the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) Summit, the organization's representatives, of 
which Mozambique is a member while Rwanda is not, 
had announced that they would send in 3,000 troops to 
the country. The SADC criticized the partnership with 
Rwanda for being a country outside the organization 
sending troops to a member country without the bloc's 
authorization.

Less direct, but still noteworthy, is the initiative 
presented by the EU, which is willing to train 
Mozambican troops to fight extremists. The initiative 
represents the success of the Portuguese diplomacy 
that, at the Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union, between January and July, influenced the body to 
intervene in the conflict in the former Portuguese colony 
actively. It should be observed if the training will have 
sufficient effect in the short term, considering the quick 

The Africanization of the Cabo Delgado conflict

Franco Alencastro

  »

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_122/mobile/index.html
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COP26 poses a challenge to the need for the Nigerian energy transition

Isadora Jacques

Africa is the continent least responsible for polluting 
gas emissions. However, it is the one that most suffers 

the consequences of the increase in the planet's average 
temperature. Its States are going through a development 
process marked by the increase of desertification and 
unrestrained urbanism, noticed in countries like Nigeria. 
Even though the Nigerian economic foundation is based 
on mining and exploitation of non-renewable resources, 
how can the country develop an energy transition 
considering the need imposed by the climate crisis?

Discussions involving the global agenda on the 
climate issue will take place between October 31st and 
November 12th, 2021, in Glasgow, on the occasion of the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26). 
In this sense, Nigeria, the most populous country and 
leader in oil production in Africa, has committed to a 
20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, 
aligned with the Paris Agreement. This deliberation 
resulted in the pledge to provide USD 100 billion a year 
in global climate financing, the main guarantee for the 

energy transition of countries that, like Nigeria, have 
their economy based on oil. The recent appeal of the 
UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, in relation 
to COP26, reinforces the importance of putting into 
practice the promises made at previous conferences and 
the emergence of the commitment of the G20 countries 
to the cause.

Hydrocarbons still represent an expressive pillar of the 
Nigerian economy. However, there is an environmental 
effort to reduce oil and gas consumption globally. It is 
estimated that a shift towards clean energy technologies 
could increase demand for cobalt, manganese, copper, 
lithium, and other minerals needed for batteries, solar 
panels, and wind turbines. Plentiful resources on the 
continent in general, where 68% of cobalt in the world 
is in the Democratic Republic of Congo and 28% of the 
world manganese reserve is in South Africa. The transition 
to renewable solutions points to positive perspectives, as 
the World Bank no longer finances projects involving 
hydrocarbons since 2019.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p06-07.

deterioration of the conflict. According to the EU's data, 
the period from May to July 2021 was the most severe, 
with 700,000 internally displaced people in Mozambique. 

Moreover, the end of the Portuguese presidency of the 
EU, on June 30th, 2021, may represent the end of this 
diplomatic initiative.

  »

Source: The Economist

https://www.inonafrica.com/2020/06/02/mozambiques-energy-sector-caught-in-southern-africas-first-terrorist-insurgency/
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DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p07-08.

Nigeria stands out as the main African economy, as a 
leader towards development and adaptation to the energy 
transition. It is essential to invest in intracontinental 
partnerships and employability for the younger 

population, considering demographic projections, as 
estimates indicate that the Nigerian population will double 
in size by 2050, needing employment and income. 

EUROPE

After almost a year of the publication of Germany's 
Indo-Pacific Strategy (Boletim 125), the first 

concrete action has been taken: on August 2nd, the frigate 
Bayern will set course to the Indo-Pacific and operate in 
the South China Sea (SCS). The ship will do maneuvers 
with friendly navies and visit countries like Australia, 
South Korea, Japan, and Vietnam. Therefore, it should 
be questioned what this represents for German foreign 
policy toward China and what message it sends to its 
traditional regional allies. 

At the beginning of the 21st century, Germany adopted 
a policy toward China similar to that of the United States: 
they argued that opening up China's economy, especially 
its entry into the World Trade Organization, would result 
in its political openness and respect for international 
norms. Today, the Asian giant is far from being a liberal 

democracy. However, it is now Germany's biggest 
trading partner, and domestic political decisions make 
the German government soft on its criticism of China's 
disrespect for the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
and human rights violations, especially in Hong Kong 
and Xinjiang.

A change in the German stance seems increasingly 
urgent. Currently, there is internal pressure from German 
society, demanding that the government take a stronger 
stance against such violations, and external pressure from 
its international allies such as Japan and the United States, 
which expect Berlin to support efforts to contain Chinese 
expansionism actively. However, the employment of the 
Frigate Bayern as an instrument of naval diplomacy does 
not indicate an expressive change in German foreign 
policy towards China. Frigate Bayern will not sail 

 Naval Diplomacy in the South China Sea: German Foreign Policy Change?
Victor Magalhães Longo

  »
  »

Source:  Afrographique

https://afrographique.tumblr.com/post/85612160539/infographic-depicting-the-largest-co2-emitting
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_142/mobile/index.html
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through the Taiwan Strait or within 12 nautical miles of 
disputed territories, opting for a commercial ship route as 
it passes through the SCS. Besides, despite being refused 
by China, the German government proposed that the 
frigate make a stop in Shanghai, which was disapproved 
by its allies in the region.

Apparently, the various precautions taken by 
Germany are to ensure that it will not contest China's 

territorial claims, which indicates that this mission 
represents the result of embarrassment from its allies 
and not a change in its foreign policy in the region. The 
following steps of this Indo-Pacific policy will have to be 
observed since this frigate mission may not be enough to 
fulfill the expectations of a country with the geopolitical 
weight of Germany.

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

Outer space is the destination for investments by 
great powers and is considered the next frontier for 

some countries, as has occurred in the Middle East. In 
2020, with the arrival of a UAE probe on Mars, both 
the UAE and Israel had demonstrated that they would 
do everything they can to join the elite of countries 
with developed space programs. With this objective, 
both Israelis and Emiratis plan to land their respective 
unmanned missions on the Moon in 2024. In July, during 
a press conference, the Israeli head of the project, Morris 
Kahn, said that the country should cooperate with the 
UAE on the mission. These two countries resumed 
diplomatic relations only last year (Boletim 123). Can 
technical cooperation between Israel and the UAE be 
expected in this segment?

In August 2021, Israel and UAE have completed 
one year since establishing diplomatic relations, ratified 
by the Abraham Accords. It is known that they have 
had quiet ties for at least four decades and that, even 
unofficially, they have expanded their bond beyond the 
economy, such as in culture and technology, but mainly 

in the private scope. However, even though they have 
partnerships in other strategic sectors, such as oil and 
gas, an eventual space ambition is costly, requires an 
additional commitment level, and needs engagement, 
especially when undertaking it for the first time.

Thus, two factors clarify how technical cooperation 
between Israel and the UAE could become a reality. The 
first is the presence of private space companies from 
both states, some of which are already working together, 
making the process more technical and transparent. The 
second is the opportunity to share costs and increase 
the technological capacity of both states, which would 
enable other missions in the future.

Therefore, even though neither of the governments 
has made the project's partnership official, it can be seen 
that it is beneficial and feasible. With a long way to go 
and high material and technological costs, cooperation 
in the sector seems to be the most advantageous for a 
future in which the countries aim at something as big as 
developing a space program.

Technical Cooperation between Israel and the United Arab Emirates: What to Expect from Their 
Space Programs

Isadora Bohrer

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p09.

(INCERTO)

Source Naval Post (adapted)

https://navalpost.com/the-german-warship-fgs-bayern-heads-for-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_138/mobile/index.html
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MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

The end of the Cold War led to relative scrapping of 
the Russian Armed Forces, which only began to 

recover in the 2000s. In this context, the State Armament 
Programme (SAP) (2018-2027), the new ten-year 
military modernization plan, includes the launching of the 
Yasen-M class nuclear-powered submarine Krasnoyarsk 
on July 30th. Therefore, what are the challenges affecting 
the Russian Federation's naval modernization program?

The SAP has three significant challenges. The first 
one is the sanctions imposed on the country since the 
2014 Ukrainian crisis, which has hindered the import of 
inputs for the program, delaying existing projects. The 
second challenge is economical and common to most 
Armed Forces: budget availability. Despite having a 
significant amount of money allocated to the Defense 
area, the country was continually forced to reassess the 
amounts allocated to the SAP.

The most critical challenge is directly related to 
the second one: the dispute between the components 
of the Armed Forces about the allocation of resources. 

According to estimates about the program — whose 
content is confidential —, the Russian Navy faces the 
biggest budget deficit from SAP-2020 to SAP-2027, 
while the Land Force should get the largest share in  
SAP-2018-2027. According to analyst Pavel Felgenhauer, 
the cause is the structure of the Russian Defense Ministry, 
in which the Russian Navy Squadrons are inserted in 
Area Commands (except the Northern Squadron). As 
these organizations have leaders from the Army, the 
resources allocated to the Navy would be compromised 
and prioritized for the Army, which would represent 
delays and reductions in the Army's planning.

Thus, one can see that there are several challenges 
to the Russian naval modernization program created by 
the current SAP. Sanctions are challenges of a cyclical 
nature, while budget availability is a recurrent problem 
in the relationship between the Armed Forces. Perhaps 
the biggest challenge is the domestic one, involving 
the dispute within the Russian Armed Forces over the 
allocation of resources.

The Challenges of Naval Modernization in Russia

Pedro Martins

Source: Global Security

https://www.globalsecurity.org/jhtml/jframe.html#https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/russia/images/map-military-districts-2010-ru.jpg|||Map%20of%20Russian%20Military%20Districts%202010
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In recent years, the infrastructure of new transport 
corridors has become a major feature in international 

relations, especially those of "combined" transportation 
— a union of multi-modal sea, land, and rail routes. In 
this context, a transit corridor between the Persian Gulf 
and the Black Sea is strategically interesting, especially 
to Iran and Armenia, which seek to increase their 
commercial and political influence in the region. Thus, 
in 2016, Iran submitted a proposal to expand the Persian 
Gulf-Black Sea International Transport and Transit 
Corridor (PBTC). That said, what are the developments 
caused by the PBTC in the geopolitics of the region?

Theoretically, the PBTC was supposed to be 
completed by 2022. However, the construction has 
not yet begun, and the leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Bulgaria, Iran, Georgia, and Greece are still negotiating. 
Nevertheless, after four rounds of negotiations — Tehran 
(2016), Sofia (2017), Tbilisi (2018), and Tehran (2019) 
— the fifth expert meeting to conclude the project was 
organized by the Armenian Foreign Ministry on April 
19th, 2021, in Yerevan.

The PBTC comprises southern Iran, proceeding to 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, reaching the Georgian ports of 
Poti and Batumi. It also crosses the Black Sea into the 
territory of the European Union through the Bulgarian 
ports of Burgas and Varna. This project allows Iran to 
decrease its economic dependence on Turkey, making 
the trade with its immediate neighbors more sustainable 
and less vulnerable to sanctions. Thus, transportation 
between Iran and the Eurasian region, including Armenia 
and Georgia, would be reasonable, and the Georgian 
ports of Batumi and Poti would gain greater importance, 
becoming major shipping hubs, reducing the Turkish 
monopoly on Roll on–Roll off ships entering Europe.

Therefore, the Caucasus countries could again be 
involved in a dispute for influence in the region between 
Iran and Turkey. In case of a successful implementation 
of the project, Armenia and Georgia could increase their 
role in the international flow of goods. Thus, the PBTC 
would be a shorter and safer connection from the Persian 
Gulf to the Black Sea, enabling the nations involved to 
expand their international relevance.

Impacts of the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor on the Caucasus and its surroundings

Vitória França

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p11.

Source: Jamestown
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The United Kingdom and Japan have a centenary 
relationship marked by several ups and downs. 

The British were one of the main models for the 
Meiji Restoration, the name given to the Japanese 
modernization period that took place in the second half 
of the 19th century, which started the country's rise in the 
international arena. However, the events that led to the 
Second World War drove both countries apart, which 
only strengthened their ties in the 1980s due to the good 
relationship between Prime Ministers Yasuhiro Nakasone 
and Margaret Thatcher. This article seeks to analyze the 
bilateral relationship between both democracies in the 
post-Brexit context and the rise of China, both of which 
are central elements in the growing rapprochement 
between the UK and Japan.

Recently, the news about the visit of the British 
aircraft carrier Queen Elizabeth and its strike group 
to the Japanese archipelago in September, besides the 
decision to permanently allocate two undefined ships in 
East Asia, highlights the growing relevance of the region 
for British interests and the prestige of Japan as its ally. 

Both decisions result from a convergence of perceptions 
about the need to guarantee freedom of navigation in 
Asia, considering more aggressive Chinese actions. The 
desire to guarantee freedom and other liberal precepts 
are present in foreign policy concepts of both countries, 
in Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific and United 
Kingdom’s Indo-Pacific Tilt of the British (Boletim 138).

Beyond the military field, this rapprochement is 
also present in the economic sphere: Japan signed the 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with 
the UK in October 2020, the first major British economic 
treaty post-Brexit and a key step towards the idea of 
Global Britain. Alongside this agreement, both countries 
have cooperated closely on 5G and the British entry into 
the Trans-pacific Partnership.

Overall, the relationship between Tokyo and London 
has strengthened in recent years. This cooperation 
is favorable for Japan as it continues its process of 
diversifying allies while theoretically curbing China's 
more aggressive actions towards the Senkaku Islands and 
Taiwan, which are at the center of Japan's defense policy.

Japan and the UK: Closer economic and military ties

João Pedro Grilo

EAST ASIA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p11. DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p12.

Source Fonte: Forces (adapted)

Predicted route for the HMS Queen Elizabeth Strike Group

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_168/mobile/index.html
https://www.forces.net/news/hms-queen-elizabeth-prepares-set-sail-maiden-deployment


13
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 145 • August | 2021

The relationship between Pakistan and China formally 
began in May 1951, when Pakistan was the first 

Muslim country to recognize the Democratic Republic 
of China. However, an effective rapprochement was 
perceived in 2007, with the signing of the Free Trade 
Agreement, a partnership strengthened in 2015, with 
the project called China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). However, with the geopolitical changes in Asia, 
how can the partnership between these countries become 
more expressive?

China considers Pakistan a gateway to Central Asian 
countries. Thus, the expansion of Chinese influence 
and regional economic projection has the Pakistani 
development as one of the pillars (for instance, the 
investment in the CPEC). As mentioned in previous 
editions of the Boletim Geocorrente (117 and 134), 
the Corridor has the capacity not only to develop this 
country but also to interconnect both nations through 
the establishment of geostrategic relations. However, 
concerns about the U.S. leaving Afghanistan may 
compromise the security of the project. Thus, having a 
stable and close Afghanistan means getting free access 
to Central Asia and the ability to confront India and Iran 

(Pakistan's rival regional partners).
In this respect, counterterrorism is one of the common 

agendas of the countries, but containing the influence of 
their rivals is also a focus of the bilateral relationship. on 
July 6th, Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan, gave a 
speech supporting China in its efforts to protect "global 
peace, shared prosperity, and safeguard international 
border”. Furthermore, he defined Pakistan and China as 
“iron brothers”.

In a geopolitical context marked by tensions in Asia, 
it is observed that the Sino-Pakistani rapprochement can 
be more expressive through economic and infrastructure 
projects, having as one of the priorities the need to 
articulate new guidelines for the CPEC in order to 
overcome problems of regional insecurity.

In exchange for the Pakistani partnership, China has 
been increasingly investing in the country to promote its 
national interests, which end up matching those of its 
"iron brother”. The perspective is that more projects will 
arise, involving other regional nations, creating trilateral 
bridges capable of consolidating the objectives of both 
countries.

Strengthened link between Pakistan and China
Marina Corrêa  

SOUTH ASIA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n145.p13.

Source: Nikkei Asia
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In early August, the Indian Navy began sea trials of 
its second aircraft carrier. The Vikrant, “winner” 

in Sanskrit, is the first ship nationally developed and 
manufactured, which praises India's military-industrial 
complex and consolidates the country's project of having 
a blue water navy. 

The Vikrant was manufactured at Cochin Shipyard, 
displacing 44,000 tons, and can operate Russian Mig29K 
aircraft, MH-60R multirole helicopters, and Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited's national Dhruv-ALH. Alongside 
the aircraft carrier Vikramaditya (Russian-made, acquired 
in 2004), the Indian Navy intends to counter the Chinese 
advance by controlling the Indian Ocean and opposing 
the "string of pearls" — several Chinese military bases 
and installations around India.

In effect, the geopolitical dispute in the Indian Ocean 
will require New Delhi to permanently invest in means 
that will strengthen the country's naval power. Thus, 
there are more than 40 vessels ordered by the Indian 
Navy, including six conventional submarines of the 
Scorpène class. Furthermore, there is a project to develop 
a third aircraft carrier — Vishal — but defense budget 
limitations prevent the initiative from materializing in 

the short term.
Considering that China has two ships of this type and 

two more in production, and has considerably greater 
financial means than India, the strategic employment 
of aircraft carriers becomes an important element for 
Indian foreign policy. The country looks forward to 
strengthening strategic partnerships in the military field 
with other countries in the Indo-Pacific region and the 
United States to fortify its presence in the region. An 
example is the announcement of sending four vessels 
for joint naval exercises with the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, and QUAD countries.

The tests with the Vikrant show that, despite lacking 
naval means to contain China, India has managed to 
advance in its military projects to hinder Beijing's 
influence in the Indian Ocean. New Delhi will still 
need to invest more and extensively modernize its 
military capacity if it wants to be the main actor in 
the region. However, the sea trials and the upcoming 
operationalization of the Vikrant already give robustness 
to India's naval power and bring substantial weight to the 
country's geopolitics for the Indian Ocean.

India begins navigation tests with the aircraft carrier Vikrant
João Miguel Villas-Bôas  

Source: Tweet 247
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It is clear that friendly relations with Beijing will not 
settle the dispute. One of the criticisms of Duterte is his 
inactiveness when facing threats to national sovereignty. 
In recent months, the country has been strengthening its 
stance by conducting fighter overflights and maritime 
actions.

Therefore, the renewal of the VFA represents 
another tool to deal with the Chinese actions, having the 
guaranteed U.S. presence in the region. Moreover, by 
going back and renewing the partnership, the Philippines 
demonstrates its concern about the challenges posed by 
the Chinese advance and presents a less inert posture to 
Beijing and ASEAN countries, who are trying to create 
a Code of Conduct. For the U.S., the renewal ensures a 
positive step in its return to Asia. In July, Antony Blinken, 
U.S. Secretary of State, stated that the U.S. would be 
willing to come to Manila's support in case of aggressive 
action by the Chinese in the South China Sea. This adds 
to Washington's image as a guarantor of local stability 
(Boletim 134), which is key to strengthening its image in 
the Indo-Pacific.

ARCTIC & ANTARCTICSOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

The Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA), a strategic 
agreement between the Philippines and the U.S., 

signed in 1998, was renewed at the end of July. The 
agreement allows greater flow of U.S. military personnel 
into the country and facilitates technical expertise 
exchanges through joint military exercises. What factors 
contributed to the renewal of the VFA?

In 2020, Manila announced its withdrawal from the 
agreement, questioning the mutual defense partnership 
with Washington signed in 1951, a fact overlooked by 
former U.S. President Donald Trump (Boletim 111). 
However, the Philippines is a relevant country to the 
U.S. strategy of China containment, so the American 
government welcomed the renewal of the VFA. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has stated that the  
U.S.-Philippines alliance will remain vital to the security, 
stability, and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific. 

Since his presidential inauguration, Duterte has been 
seeking stronger ties with China, but a close relationship 
has not meant smaller actions in the Philippine Sea by 
the Chinese, who currently make constant passages 
with military ships, Coast Guard, and maritime militia. 

The relevance of restoring the Visiting Forces Agreement between the Philippines and the U.S.
Matheus Bruno Pereira 
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ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC
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for the coming years.
The developments symbolize the importance of 

the two cities in reaching Antarctica and consequently 
reflect Argentine and Chilean interests in the southern 
continent. The Argentine venture will be a mega-hub 
with air and maritime logistical platforms to the South 
Pole. At the same time, the Chilean project is defined as 
an "advanced research center and interactive museum" 
dedicated to research and dissemination of Antarctic 
knowledge, complementing the logistical structure that 
the city offers.

Politically, Argentina reaffirms the strength of  
Ushuaia as a starting point for Antarctica, especially for 
China and Russia, the main stakeholders in the project, 
and Chile reiterates its connection with the continent, 
integrating it even more in the imaginary of those who 
visit the city, a kind of Chilean cultural hegemony towards 
Antarctica. In general, these are projects that emphasize 
the need for other countries to use the facilities and 
cooperate with their respective programs, strengthening 
the fields of diplomacy, international politics, and 
the environment. Internally, they represent the states' 
commitment to Antarctica, continuing the continent's 
insertion policies in the national culture.

South America is already a strategic point to reach 
Antarctica, but it can still raise the bar when it comes 

to logistics and influence. Two major Antarctic-oriented 
constructions were approved in July, the Ushuaia logistics 
hub and the International Antarctic Center (IAC) in 
Punta Arenas, undertakings to increase the connection 
between the two countries and the austral continent. The 
simultaneousness of both projects is not a coincidence. 
Therefore, what relative gains each of the countries will 
have from these investments.

The construction of these South American ventures 
is not new, but their consolidation goes alongside 
the resumption of state projects that were postponed 
due to the pandemic. Another determining factor was 
the publication of Chile's Strategic Antarctic Plan  
2021-2025 and Argentina's National Defense Policy 
Directive. The Chilean plan stipulates the consolidation of 
the CAI, the restoration of the country's Antarctic bases, 
and the creation of an Antarctic Specially Managed Area. 
On the other hand, the Argentine document indicates 
the deepening of Antarctic cooperation relations 
with other countries while reaffirming the Argentine 
Antarctic Sector as part of its territory. The construction 
announcements did not appear next to the documents by 
chance; they complement the Antarctic policies planned 

South American ventures for Antarctica: Argentina and Chile lead the access to the white  
continent 

Gabriele Hernandez
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