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of the Department of Research and Post-Graduation (SPP) at 
the Naval War College (EGN). NAC studies the International 
Conjuncture from a geopolitical framework, in order to supply 
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into defense and security issues, and to disseminate updated 
knowledge of international conflicts and crisis to meet the Naval 
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The research group responsible for this Boletim is 
composed of members from different areas of expertise, whose 
multiple backgrounds and experiences provide a comprehensive 
approach to the latest international issues. It seeks to analyse the 
major themes, motivational factors and the main actors regarding 
the escalation of conflicts, ongoing crises and its outcomes.

Thus, this journal aims to publish short articles concerning 
current issues about ten macro-regions in the globe: South 
America, North and Central America, Sub-Saharan Africa, 
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Sources: World Health Organization; The New York Times

Data according to the "WHO COVID-19 Dashboard", published on July 29th, 2021.
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Argentina-Colombia Cooperation and the Colombian Antarctic Programme 
José Martins Rodrigues Junior

In June 2021, the General Staffs of the Argentine and 
Colombian Navies met with the aim of fostering 

cooperation between the two Institutions. Despite 
opposing geographical positions in the region, the 
rapprochement of the two countries in the naval sphere 
addresses common challenges, especially regarding 
Antarctic issues. In this matter, Bogotá faces challenges 
in consolidating its incipient Programa Antártico 
Colombiano (PAC). Thus, it is worth analyzing how 
cooperation with Argentina is set within Colombia's 
Antarctic strategy.

Despite being a non-consultative member of the 
Antarctic Treaty for more than 30 years, Colombia 
presented its program for the "Continente Blanco" only 
in 2013, with its first official expedition taking place 
in 2014. The program's ultimate goal is to establish 
permanent stations and camps, which enable exploration 
and research of the continent's interior. To achieve these 
goals, Colombia has deepened its relations with the 
States present in the region through technical-scientific 
cooperation networks. Colombia's presence in the 
continent is justified by the recognition of the Antarctic 
as a strategic element in Colombia's foreign policy. And 
its effective presence would raise the country's profile in 
the international community, thus opening the way to the 

status of a consultative member in the Antarctic Treaty 
System

In this context, the rapprochement with Argentina, 
embodied by the first meeting of its General Staff, meets 
the search for military and technological cooperation that 
Colombia needs for the development and implementation 
of the PAC. It should be mentioned that Antarctica is a 
subject that is dear to Argentina, which for decades has 
accumulated know-how in research, preparation of teams, 
and the means necessary for operations on the continent. 
In 2019, it was agreed between Argentina and Colombia to 
offer a training course for Colombian military personnel 
for the Antarctic environment. Likewise, in 2020, there 
was the training of Colombian Navy officers on board the 
Argentine icebreaker Almirante Irizar (Boletim 133). In 
this sense, the Argentine and Colombian Navies meeting 
in 2021 consolidates this cooperative relationship in 
Antarctic matters. 

Therefore, it is understood that the rapprochement 
of the Colombian Navy to the Argentinian Navy meets 
Colombian strategic imperatives in respect to Antarctica. 
The PAC has challenges to overcome, such as the 
establishment of a scientific station and a preparatory 
school. Thus, the consolidation of these ties is a key factor 
for Colombia's projection on the "Continente Blanco".

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p05.

Source: CCO

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_159/mobile/index.html
http://www.cco.gov.co/programa-antartico-colombiano.html
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The Venezuelan Armed Forces are among the pillars 
that preserve Nicolás Maduro's regime. The country 

has been going through a structural crisis, aggravated 
by the health issues of the pandemic for years. The 
government is under international pressure but does not 
lose internal military support, crucial for confronting 
the actors that may threaten the current regime. Thus, 
on July 7th, 2021, Maduro appointed new leaders of the 
Army, Navy, Bolivarian National Guard, and Strategic 
Command. New attributions were also defined for the 
National Bolivarian Militia, with greater participation in 
the intelligence services and the population's education 
on national security. What is the implication of this issue 
in the Venezuelan context? 

The country undergoes a structural crisis,  
demonstrated by hyperinflation and lack of food and 
fuel, generating flows of displaced people, a context 
aggravated by the pandemic. Nevertheless, Maduro has 
taken advantage of the opposition's lack of coordination 
and failure in the chaotic domestic political setting to 
attract the military at the domestic level. Changes in the 
Armed Forces leadership preserve the positioning of the 
military high command in the internal status quo. The 
strengthening of the Bolivarian Militia, the armed wing 
of the regime, in important national security sectors, 

hinders any action against Maduro due to the greater 
control over the military and the population, influencing 
the maintenance of Maduro’s regime.

From a geopolitical point of view, keeping the 
security forces under his control strengthens Venezuela's 
dissuasive power with its main opponent, the United 
States, which operates in the region through SOUTHCOM 
and influences the Lima Group. It is noteworthy that the 
South American country is an important player in global 
geopolitics since Maduro is supported by major players 
such as China and Russia, besides his ties with Iran and 
Turkey. Furthermore, Venezuela's geographical position 
is relevant, as it is located relatively close to the U.S. and 
connects the Caribbean to the Amazon. It also has the 
largest proven oil reserves in the world.

The structural crisis in Venezuela is due to multiple 
factors, external pressures from South American states 
and the U.S., besides disputes with regional actors such 
as Colombia (Boletim 138). Moreover, the government 
has managed these issues due to the support of the 
military wing, built since Hugo Chávez's government, 
but it should be questioned how long Maduro will 
maintain this base and if this will be enough to reverse 
the Venezuelan situation.

The role of the Armed Forces in Nicolás Maduro's legitimacy
Rafael Esteves

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p06.DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p05.

Source: AFP

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_168/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_98/index.html
https://mobile.twitter.com/AFPespanol/status/1102690431182258177/photo/1
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After 30 years, the Royal Canadian Navy discusses 
the need to replace its submarines to guarantee 

the capability of operating at sea. In late June 2021, 
Navy officials announced the creation of a dedicated 
team to structure the replacement plan for the U.K.'s  
Victoria-class, the former UK's Upholder-class 
submarines. Therefore, what role does the Canadian 
shipbuilding industry play in supplying this demand? 

Still, in the 19th century, as a colony of the United 
Kingdom, the country’s shipbuilding was developed by 
the need to maintain the wood trade with the metropolis. 
However, the history of the industry is marked by cycles 
of high investment followed by significant downturns. 
These “boom and bust” cycles damage production 
capacity, the sector's infrastructure, and the country's 
technological development curve. In an attempt to 
create predictability and end these cycles, the National 
Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS) was launched in 2010, 
which is the largest long-term modernization initiative of 
the Canadian Navy. 

One of the criticisms raised by experts in the field  
about the NSS was the lack of planning to replace 
the scrapped "Victoria-class" submarines. Despite its  
historical importance to Naval Power, Canada has struggled 
to replace these assets, leading them to obsolescence. The 

debate about the need to replace submarines exists in the 
country since the 1980s. For example, the defense policy 
of Brian Mulroney's conservative government, launched 
in 1987, proposed the development of nuclear-powered 
submarines that would ensure greater capacity to operate 
in the Arctic. However, this project was canceled a few 
years later. In 1998, the Victoria-class was acquired to 
replace the Oberon-class, which had been in operation 
since the 1960s. 

Partially, this social resistance results from the 
traumas experienced in World War II by German 
submarines. Furthermore, most submarines in the 
country's history were most submarines in the country's 
history were procurement offshore, unlike the other 
Navy vessels. The Victoria-class currently undergoes 
a process of modernization and revitalization of the 
vessels, which will probably end in 2023. To ensure 
the country's autonomy and demand for the industry, 
the development of the future class profiting from the 
shipbuilding structure, which is in full activity in Canada 
through the NSS, would be the ideal plan. Additionally, 
it is necessary to consider the operational needs that 
submarines have not supplied, such as operations in the 
Arctic dependent on U.S. forces.

The Royal Canadian Navy's need for replacement of "Victoria-class" submarines
Jéssica Barreto

Source: LoP Research

https://twitter.com/LoPResearch/status/1063103107410944002/photo/1
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The impacts of the climate crisis on the U.S. energy system

Victor Gaspar Filho

During a historic drought, an unprecedented heatwave 
caused by a high-pressure dome spreads from 

California to Canada's Arctic territories. Four U.S. states 
are entirely under drought conditions — California, 
Nevada, Oregon, and Utah, impacting different economic 
and social sectors. What are the impacts caused by the 
climate crisis in the Californian energy field?

More than 58.4 million people live in areas affected 
by drought, and 49.7% of the Western United States is 
considered “extreme" and "exceptional". In California, 
the fire season is at a higher pace than in 2020, when 
around 4.1 million acres burned across the state. 
Snowmelt runoff from the Sierra Nevada mountains, 
which supplies the region, is 74% below average due to 
evaporation and water absorption by the dry soil before it 
reaches the reservoirs.

The more than 1,500 Californian reservoirs are 50% 
lower than they usually are at this time of year, limiting 
severely the amount of power the state can generate from 
hydroelectric power plants. Hoover Dam, the nation's 
largest reservoir, has reduced its generating capacity by 
about 25% due to low water levels. In 2021, hydroelectric 

power represented only 7% of the power generated in 
California.

Cuts in hydroelectric generation will increase pressure 
on the country's already-stressed power grid, while 
residents across the West increase electrical consumption 
to endure the heat. The growing reliance on gas-fired 
plants may also compromise its goal of making its 
transition to clean energy. These plants are the simplest 
and fastest way to add electricity to the grid. Although 
the state is increasing its renewable energy production, it 
lacks the infrastructure to store energy from these sources.

The worsening drought could trigger resource disputes 
between federal entities, farmers, civil society, and other 
affected actors if the U.S. government does not plan a 
path to national water security. Exacerbated consumption 
combined with climate change accelerates the depletion 
of water resources, reversing projections of an increase in 
the share of clean energy in the regional matrix. Moreover, 
the development of the coast, supported especially by 
the Hoover Dam, is threatened by the uncertainty of 
energy production, to which all production chains are 
conditioned.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p07.

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

Source: Mercury News

https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/07/22/the-wests-historic-drought-in-3-maps-2/
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Maritime insecurity in the Gulf of Guinea (GoG) is an 
increasingly important issue globally, considering 

maritime crimes have grown in number and sophistication 
beyond piracy and armed robbery on the coast to become 
highly rewarding and low-risk. The severity of the 
impacts to the maritime sector has required articulated 
responses, many of them extra-regional, as regional 
resources and skills are limited (Boletim 134). Thus, 
the challenge to Nigeria's sovereignty — relevant GoG 
Naval Power — and the importance of the maritime oil 
trade to the country press assertive measures. Therefore, 
it should be questioned how Nigeria has addressed or 
contributed to the region's maritime security.

The Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA) - an agency under the Ministry of 
Transport - completed the commissioning of the Deep 
Blue Project in June 2021. According to NIMASA 
Director-General, Bashir Jamoh, the project was 
designed to combat maritime insecurity on land, at sea, 
and in the air, and includes USD 195 million for three 
search and rescue helicopters, two surveillance aircraft 
for the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), four drones, 
two special mission ships, 17 fast-moving interception 
boats, and 16 armored vehicles for coastal patrols, 
besides 600 military personnel on land.

According to the International Maritime Bureau, it 
may be possible to correlate the allocation of these assets 
to the drop in incidents in the Nigerian EEZ, from 14 to 
4, comparing the first half of 2020 and 2021. Therefore, 
the project has been well received by the private sector 
as it reduces the need for private escorts for the oil 
industry and maritime trade, costing between USD 8,000 
and USD 10,000 per day. It also means fewer expenses 
for the government, such as the discontinuation of the 
contract with Ocean Marine Solutions, which allowed 
the rental of vessels to the Nigerian Navy to patrol the 
Secure Anchorage Area in the Lagos port complex.

However, the positive return of these efforts does 
not mitigate the structural causes of maritime insecurity, 
which is linked to the socioeconomic despairs of the Niger 
Delta. Furthermore, it is essential to point out the lack 
of clarity in the overlapping and competing mandates of 
NIMASA and the Navy, making it challenging to combat 
other maritime crimes and dialogue with other responsible 
agencies such as the Federal Fisheries Department. The 
lack of a collaborative interagency and public policy 
approach to protecting coastal communities weakens the 
authorities' work and does not minimize the vulnerability 
of people to criminal networks, thus potentially reversing 
the one-off visible gains.

Deep Blue Project: Nigeria's Role in Maritime Security in the Gulf of Guinea
João Victor Marques Cardoso

Source: Maritime Business World

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_161/mobile/index.html
https://www.maritimebusinessworld.com/10-foreign-and-4-nigerian-sailors-rescued-in-gulf-of-guinea-3083h.htm


10
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 144 • July | 2021

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p10.DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p09.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA EUROPE

Since the late 1990s, the United Kingdom, located 
among the greatest military powers in the world, has 

been directing its industrial base towards the production 
of highly technological defense materials with extremely 
high added value, in which the country is a reference. In 
the first half of July, the British Army tested an artificial 
intelligence technology that provides situational 
awareness and suggests battlefield engagements. This 
technology reduces the need for human capital in 
operations, but it raises the question: what is the impact 
of this project on the composition and performance of 
the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom? 

It is worth mentioning that the decrease in the 
number of British FAs is a trend observed since the end 
of the Cold War. However, the current situation exposes 
another issue: while the government will invest USD 21 
billion — more — in the Defense budget in four years, 
at the end of this period, a cut of 10,000 soldiers in the 
Army, falling from the current 82,500 military personnel 
to 72,500 in 2025. Cuts are also planned in the Navy and 
Air Force. 

Indicated in the new British Defense White Paper 

(Boletim 138), these plans have caused controversy in 
public opinion and the media. Defense experts suggest 
that the reduction in personnel could reduce effectiveness 
if large-scale operations are needed, especially in the case 
of joint operations — an observation made by former 
British and U.S. defense secretaries. Critics indicate 
that, despite the advance of artificial intelligence on the 
battlefield, human strength is still preponderant and vital 
for the correct application of military power. 

Recent tests by the British Army demonstrate the 
feasibility of increasingly technological solutions on 
the battlefield, and, over time, the presence of this 
type of technology in the main Armed Forces will be  
remarkable. Although these technologies bring 
components of agility and assertiveness, the human factor 
is still a preponderant factor in contemporary warfare, 
an element also reinforced by the military tradition 
that underlies the institution itself. Therefore, to limit 
possible negative impacts, it is reasonable and necessary 
to reflect on a balance between new technologies and 
human behavior.

The impact of technological automation on the British Armed Forces
Guilherme Carvalho

Source: BBC

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_168/mobile/index.html
https://www.dw.com/en/uk-announces-biggest-military-spending-boost-since-cold-war/a-55662266
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RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

Last month, Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 
became the first high-ranking member of the Israeli 

government to make an official visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Lapid's visit, which took place nine 
months after the normalization of Israel's diplomatic 
relations with the UAE and Bahrain (Boletim 123 and 
Boletim 125), resulted in a joint statement to deepen the 
“strategic dialogue and cooperation between the two 
countries" in the region. Therefore, in geopolitical terms, 
what would this event mean?

The possibility of the United States returning to 
the negotiations on the Iran nuclear deal, the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), has worried 
Israel (Boletim 143). While representatives of the P5+1 
and the European Union want Iran to commit to limiting 
its nuclear program to peaceful purposes formally, 
Tehran wants the removal of the sanctions that have 
been suppressing its economy, which would allow it to 
increase oil production by up to 1 million b/d by 2022, 
for example. However, Iran, free of the constraints 
imposed by economic sanctions, could pose an even 
greater threat to Israel, which already suffers from the 

activities of groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah, both 
financed by Tehran. 

For Israel, the deal would allow the Iranian 
government to develop nuclear weapons in the short 
term, a phenomenon that would shift the regional 
balance of power in Iran's favor and unlock resources for 
funding Hamas and Hezbollah. This concern is shared 
by Arab Gulf states that also fear Iran's support of non-
state actors, such as the Houthi militias in Yemen, and its 
increased competitive leverage in the oil market. On June 
16th, for example, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
issued an official statement demanding the inclusion 
of deliberations on Iran's funding of proxy groups in 
the JCPOA agenda. The statement also called for GCC 
participation in the negotiations of the agreement.

Thus, it is understood that Israel's recent 
rapprochement with the UAE and Bahrain is not due to 
a mere desire to stabilize relations between Arabs and 
Israelis but to strategic considerations that highlight the 
need to build partnerships with actors equally concerned 
with ending sanctions on Tehran.

Israel's rapprochement with the Persian Gulf and the Iran Nuclear Deal
Vitor Lengruber

Naval Power is crucial to guarantee the sovereignty 
of states. In this context, nuclear submarines 

play a critical dissuasive role. On June 25th, during the 
International Maritime Defence Show (IMDS 2021), 
the sea trials of Project 09852, K-329 ("Belgorod"), 
a special-purpose nuclear-powered submarine, were 
announced. However, all the steps involved in building 
such a vessel are expensive and demand a high degree of 
technological sophistication, raising the question of why 
Russia is focusing on this investment, considering the 
country’s economic recession. 

While many details about the SSAN Belgorod 
remain confidential, it is known that the project, based 
on the Oscar-II class, began in 2010 and was built 
by Sevmash, one of Russia's leading shipbuilding 
companies. The submarine was launched in April 2019, 
having an estimated length of 178m and a displacement 
of more than the 19,000 tons of the class on which it is 
based. Besides the conventional weapons of vessels of 
this kind, it has the distinguishing feature of launching 

up to six underwater nuclear-powered Poseidon drones 
capable of carrying nuclear warheads (Boletim 117). 
Furthermore, it can embark the nuclear-powered mini-
submarines, Losharik and Paltus, capable of carrying out 
information operations, including on undersea cables, 
currently essential elements for global communication. 

Moreover, the construction of the SSAN Belgorod is 
supported by Russian naval doctrine, updated in 2017, 
which highlights the importance of a robust Navy capable 
of projecting itself around the globe and confronting the 
main Western Navies, reaffirming itself as a naval power. 
In this sense, it is estimated that the Belgorod will be 
allocated in Vladivostok, in the Pacific Fleet, a region 
where geopolitical interests of other major powers, such 
as China and the U.S., converge.

Beyond the geopolitical issue, the construction of 
the Belgorod is also explained by the economic aspect, 
since the Defense industry represents the second-largest 
source of revenue for the Russian state (USD 19 billion 
in 2018), behind only hydrocarbons, and whose industrial 

Belgorod and Russian naval power: geopolitical interests and economic motivations
José Gabriel Melo 

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_138/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_142/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_178/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_126/mobile/index.html
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base comprises more than 700 companies, responsible 
for about three million jobs combined. 

Thus, even if it is not apparent at first sight, it can 

be observed that the Belgorod Project is aligned with 
Russian geopolitical and economic interests.

Beijing carefully observes the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Afghanistan, which is due to be 

completed in August 2021. While 90% of the U.S. 
troops have already been withdrawn, the Taliban claims 
to control a considerable part of the country, having 
also conquered the region that borders China's Xinjiang 
province. Therefore, it is important to analyze what would 
be the main consequences of the withdrawal of American 
troops from Afghanistan to China and what actions 
Beijing has taken considering such demobilization.

The main issue that concerns China is the increased 
instability in the Central Asian region. Although 
Afghanistan does not have any projects within the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), all the countries that 
border Afghanistan are involved. Thus, it is feared that 
the upsurge of terrorist groups in the region will cause 
instability, threatening the BRI projects’ progress. In this 
regard, China seeks to cooperate with Pakistan to contain 
regional security risks and the spread of terrorism. 
Once stability is achieved in the country, Beijing seeks 

to include Afghanistan in BRI projects, especially the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.

On the other hand, the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from Afghanistan may enable China to project greater 
regional power. Beijing seeks to increase dialogue with 
all parties involved in the conflict, aiming at new peace 
negotiations in the country. In this context, the situation 
in Afghanistan will likely become a recurrent theme at 
the summits of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), the most important multilateral institution in 
the region, which is gaining more credibility within the 
international system, especially due to China's leadership 
role. The SCO will play an important role in designing 
strategies for cooperation among member countries 
to increase their borders' security and push for peace 
negotiations in Afghanistan.

Thus, the United States' withdrawal from Afghanistan 
will prove to be a major challenge for China. As 
explored, Beijing should primarily prevent an unstable 
national context from spilling over into Central Asia and 

How does China view the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan?

Rodrigo Ribeiro

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p11.
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MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

EAST ASIA

Source: FOI
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jeopardizing its investments under the BRI. Moreover, 
the country understands that it will play a more critical 
role in Afghanistan and has even changed its diplomatic 

corps in Kabul in recent weeks to reflect its goals in the 
country in a better way.

India and China are currently considered regional 
powers in Asia. Both countries possess the capacity 

to project power over land in neighboring nations, 
besides being central pieces in the geopolitical board of 
the region. Even with completely different cultures and 
processes of historical and social formations, China and 
India formulate naval strategies, in many ways, similar 
to each other, especially concerning the development of 
naval air airships (NAes). Both have geopolitical interests 
in large maritime areas, such as the Indian Ocean, South 
and East China Seas. In such a reality, NAes appear as 
central elements for control of the maritime area. In this 
way, we indicate their main operational characteristics 
and strategic value. 

The two nations have adopted similar paths for the 
first of their new NAes, acquired from the former Soviet 
Union: INS Vikramaditya (ex-Gorshkov) and CV-16 
Liaoning (formerly Varyag) respectively. The airfields 

have similar naval aviation, with the Vikramaditya 
operating the Mig-29K and the Liaoning operating the 
J-15. Both the Mig-29K and the J-15 will not have the 
flexibility to take off safely at their maximum takeoff 
weights (MTOWs) in all conditions, proportionally 
affecting their maximum range and payloads. However, 
both types are currently fourth-generation multipurpose 
fighters with visual range (BVR) capability, but without 
more capable avionics, such as more modern BVR 
weapons.

Considering the maritime disputes, Beijing and New 
Delhi's naval forces have become vital not only for the 
survival of their states but also for playing a central 
role in their foreign policy of these countries to achieve 
their geopolitical interests. As discussed in Boletim 143, 
Beijing has been trying to secure its positions in the 
South China Sea. Modernizing its resources is therefore 
essential to secure its interests in the region. Likewise, 

The development of airfield ships from India and China 

Iasmin Gabriele Nascimento and Vinicius Costa

SOUTH ASIA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n144.p12-13.

Source: Wikimedia Commons
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On June 24th, members of the U.S. Congress proposed 
a bill to guarantee the necessary funds to finance 

U.S.-produced strategic initiatives for the Arctic — the 
Arctic Security Initiative Act (ASI). The U.S. posture in 
the region is an ambiguous element of polar geopolitics 
and is characterized by immobilism. Despite holding 
the greatest military power among the Arctic states (and 
in the world), the U.S. absence in the region's affairs is 
perceptible. However, while other countries seek to build 
natural resource exploitation capabilities and stimulate 
economic activity in the Northern polar spaces, it is clear 
that the United States' actions aim at defense and power 
projection over the region. Therefore, it is necessary 
to think about how the U.S. seeks to build the material 
capabilities for its repositioning in the region and reflect 
how the ASI can reverse the country's immobilism in the 
Arctic. 

Recently, the U.S. Arctic strategy has solidified 
considerably, with several agencies and Armed Forces 
launching their strategies for the region. Since 2019, the 
Department of Defense, the Coast Guard, the Army, the 
Department of Homeland Security, the Air Force, and the 

Navy have released Arctic-focused strategy documents. 
These documents intend to base the update of the 
employment doctrine and actions of these departments 
in the region, besides tackling the need to address and 
overcome logistical and equipment bottlenecks. The 
production of these documents show the great interest of 
the U.S. Executive bureaucracies in a more assertive U.S. 
involvement in the region. Such strategies also demand 
the allocation of federal budget resources for their 
achievement. The Arctic Security Initiative proposed 
in Congress seeks to fill this gap by creating a legal 
guarantee for its funding. 

Although still incipient, this movement demonstrates 
how issues related to the Arctic have gained importance 
in U.S. politics. A greater legislative engagement 
represents an advance in the coordination between U.S 
political bodies, enabling the funding and achievement 
of the goals set by the formulated strategies. In this sense, 
the ASI appears to be a turning point in the immobilism 
of U.S. policy towards the Arctic and, if approved, can 
transform the geostrategic context by establishing a more 
assertive posture for the United States in the region.

Arctic Security Initiative: a turning point in U.S. immobilism?

Pedro Allemand M. Silva

the Indian Ocean is crucial for India, although it still 
has some challenges (Boletim 142). Focusing efforts to 

improve its naval capabilities is a central issue for both 
of the giants of Asia.

Source: News.com
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Despite having two bases on the continent, France 
wants to go a step further. The unprecedented French Polar 
Strategy is materialized in the floating laboratory called 
"Polar Pod," which will bring France important strategic 
advantages: research, power projection, and security in the 
area of climate change, biodiversity, and microplastics. 
Scheduled to start operating in 2024, the laboratory will 
"orbit" Antarctica, collecting data and, consequently, 
producing scientific analysis and contributing to 
technological development. Another critical point is the 
expansion of cooperation arrangements: the laboratory 
structure will be horizontally drawn from the East Coast 
of South Africa to the ocean current around Antarctica.

The first French Polar Strategy and the "Polar Pod" 
reinforce two of the country's major motivations based 
on the analysis of the energy and strategic resources on 
the Antarctic continent. It is worth mentioning that the 
reshaping of France's investment plans in Antarctica is a 
device to safeguard its sovereignty and a response to the 
need for the use of science as a comparative advantage 
— integrated into a set of territorial and strategic issues, 
as well as a regime of environmental protection and 
scientific cooperation.

The French presence in Antarctica is structured 
around the expansion of investments in science 

and technology. France is one of the seven countries 
claiming the Antarctic territory, and its presence requires 
a strategic posture focused on security, governance, and 
scientific and economic development. On June 23rd, 
President Emmanuel Macron announced the first French 
Polar Strategy to defend and boost the country’s interests 
in the continent. Among its objectives, it reinforces the 
feasibility of clear and consistent guidelines to guarantee 
the continuity of French efforts in the continent, allowing 
the country to develop its role in international cooperation 
in Antarctica. However, what are the silent setbacks of 
the French legal status quo on the sixth continent?

Investment in science and technology in Antarctica is 
part of a grand strategy for the region. On the one hand, 
although Article IV of the Antarctic Treaty prohibits new 
claims, the French one is still upheld. On the other hand, 
the Treaty establishes the exclusively peaceful use of the 
continent. Therefore, investment in science and research 
in Antarctica, especially for the claimant countries, 
is related to the states' ambition to gain comparative 
advantages if the Treaty is ever revised.

The New French Polar Strategy and the "Polar Pod" Laboratory: The French Advance on the  
Antarctic Continent

Gabriela Paulucci da Hora Viana
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