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Boletim Geocorrente is a fortnightly publication written 
by  the Conjuncture Assessment Group (NAC), which is part 
of the Department of Research and Post-Graduation (SPP) at 
the Naval War College (EGN). NAC studies the International 
Conjuncture from a geopolitical framework, in order to supply 
the global demand for information, making it more accessible 
for the general public. Moreover, it seeks to intertwine society 
into defense and security issues, and to disseminate updated 
knowledge of international conflicts and crisis to meet the Naval 
Staff's demands.

The research group responsible for this Boletim is 
composed of members from different areas of expertise, whose 
multiple backgrounds and experiences provide a comprehensive 
approach to the latest international issues. It seeks to analyse the 
major themes, motivational factors and the main actors regarding 
the escalation of conflicts, ongoing crises and its outcomes.

Thus, this journal aims to publish short articles concerning 
current issues about ten macro-regions in the globe: South 
America, North and Central America, Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Middle East and North Africa, Europe, Russia and former 
USSR, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia and Oceania, 
Arctic and Antarctic. Furthermore, some editions feature the 
"Special Topics" section.

RESEARCHERS OF THE CONJUNCTURE RESEARCHERS OF THE CONJUNCTURE 
ASSESSMENT GROUPASSESSMENT GROUP

Ana Laura Marçal Monsores (Uff)
Bruna Soares Corrêa de Souza (UniLaSalle) 
Carlos Henrique Ferreira da Silva Júnior (Egn)
José Martins Rodrigues Junior (Ufrj)
Matheus Souza Galves Mendes (Egn) 
Pedro Emiliano Kilson Ferreira (Univ. de Santiago)

EDITORIAL BOARD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Captain (RETD) Leonardo Faria de Mattos (Egn)

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Captain-Liutenant Bruno de Seixas Carvalho (Egn) 

SCIENTIFIC EDITOR
Captan (RETD) Francisco E. Alves de Almeida (Egn)

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Jéssica Germano de Lima Silva (Egn)
Noele de Freitas Peigo (Facamp)
Thayná Fernandes Alves Ribeiro (Uff) 

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Ana Carolina Vaz Farias (Ufrj)
Bruno Gonçalves (Ufrj)
Isadora Novaes dos Santos bohrer (Ufrj)

TRANSLATION AND REVIEW
Rodrigo Oliveira Dutra Marcílio (Ufrj)

Bruno Gonçalves (Ufrj)
Franco Napoleão A. de Alencastro Guimarães (Puc-Rio)
Isadora Jacques de Jesus (Ufrj) 
João Victor Marques Cardoso (Unirio) 
Vivian de Mattos Marciano (Uerj)

Ana Carolina Ferreira Lahr (Egn)
Gabriela Paulucci da Hora Viana (Ufrj)
Gabriele Marina Molina Hernandez (Uff) 
Pedro Allemand Mancebo Silva (Puc-Rio)
Raphaella da Silva Dias Costa (Ufrj)

Guilherme Francisco Pagliares de Carvalho (Uff)
Marina Autran Caldas Bonny (Ufrj)
Melissa Rossi (Suffolk University)
Thaïs Abygaëlle Dedeo (Université de Paris 3)
Victor Magalhães Longo de Carvalho Motta (Ufrj) 

João Pedro Ribeiro Grilo Cuquejo (Ibmec)
Luís Filipe de Souza Porto (Ufrj)
Marcelle Torres Alves Okuno (Egn)
Maria Claudia Menezes Leal Nunes (Usp) 
Philipe Alexandre Junqueira (Uerj)  
Rodrigo Abreu de Barcellos Ribeiro (Ufrj) 
Vinicius Guimarães Reis Gonçalves (Ufrj) 

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA
Adel Bakkour (Ufrj)
Ana Luiza Colares Carneiro (Ufrj) 
Dominique Marques de Souza (Ufrj)
Isadora Novaes dos Santos bohrer (ufrj)
Pedro da Silva Albit Penedo (Ufrj) 

Iasmin Gabriele Nascimento dos Santos (ufrj)
João Miguel Villas-Boas Barcellos (Ufrj) 
Marina Soares Corrêa (Ufrj) 
Rebeca Vitória Alves Leite (Egn)

Alessandra Dantas Brito (Egn)
Guilherme Novaes Silva Pinto (Ufrj)

EUROPE

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

SOUTH AMERICA

ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC

EAST ASIA

José Gabriel de Melo Pires (Ufrj)
Luiza Gomes Guitarrari (Ufrj) 
Pedro Mendes Martins (Eceme)
Pérsio Glória de Paula (Uff)

RUSSIA & FORMER USSR

SOUTH ASIA

SPECIAL TOPICS

PUBLICATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
To publish in the Boletim, the author is required to be a researcher 
of the Current Geopolitics Group of NAC and submit his article 
containing a maximum of 400 words to the peer review assessment 
process.

CONTACT
Brazilian Naval War College – Research and Post-Graduation
Superintendency. 
Av. Pasteur, 480 - Praia Vermelha – Urca - Postal Code: 22290-255 
- Rio de Janeiro/RJ - Brazil 
PHONE.: +55 (21) 2546-9394 | E-mail: geocorrentenac@gmail.
com

This and other editions of BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE, in 
portuguese and english, can be found at the Brazilian Naval War 
College Webpage and in our Google Drive Folder.

Maria Gabriela Veloso Camelo (Puc-Rio)
Matheus Bruno Ferreira Alves Pereira (Ufrj) 
Thayná Fernandes Alves Ribeiro (Uff) 
Vinícius de Almeida Costa (Egn) 

SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

Ana Carolina Vaz Farias (Ufrj)
Jéssica Pires Barbosa Barreto (Egn) 
Rafael Esteves Gomes (Ufrj)
Victor Cabral Ribeiro (Puc-Rio)
Victor Eduardo Kalil Gaspar Filho (Egn)

BOLETIM

GEOCORRENTE

BRAZILIAN NAVAL WAR COLLEGE'S  
DIRECTOR
Rear Admiral Silvio Luis dos Santos

RESEARCH AND POST-GRADUATION  
SUPERINTENDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN  
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
Rear Admiral (Retd.) Marcio Magno de Farias Franco e 
Silva

YEAR 7 • Nº 142

http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9311086T9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8731444Y7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K2039224J7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4301475T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4098446Z0
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2754088D7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8461101A4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2229068A8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4309289H0
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8737006E5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2157290J9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K2438704J6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8716164Y5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8018009T5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K2451944A3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2357930E4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8152305T7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8044666H8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9701984Y6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8803738H6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K8707899J5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8212846J0
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K8223346Y3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8219284Z8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8804069J5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4347922J3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8547499Y9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8836928T9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4303856Y3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2355904U4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9740112A3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4506374T3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2236594D8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8465423H8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K9129905P5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8218701T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2467769P9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8124248Z2
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4818457P3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K9028397Z6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8860121U6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8737962J4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4306545H8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2468579U4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8451231U5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9123039J5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8974759Z7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8813025Z2


3
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 142 • July | 2021

BOLETIM
GEOCORRENTE

INDEX

TOP GLOBAL RISKS

For more information on the criteria used, visit page 17.

The challenges to Peruvian shipbuilding under Pedro Castillo’s ............................. 
management ...........................................................................................................5

The future naval war: building the U.S. hybrid Navy ..............................................5

The new piece on the board: processes and consequences of founding ................ 
the new country in East Africa ................................................................................6
The political perspectives of Senegal's energy expansion .....................................7

The Foco África 2023 program and diplomatic tensions between ........................... 
Spain and Morocco .................................................................................................8
BALTOPS 2021: 50 years of NATO's largest Baltic Sea exercise ..........................9

The Ukrainian energy diversification and the use of Hydrogen energy ................10

A war of memories: the Liancourt Rocks and the relations between........................  
South Korea and Japan ........................................................................................10
The deterrent power of the People's Liberation Army Rocket Force .................... 11
The next steps for U.S. foreign policy in Afghanistan   .........................................12

River and sea: The importance of connectivity for India's presence.........................  
in the Indian Ocean ..............................................................................................13

The Falkland Islands as a gateway to Antarctica: an obstacle for............................  
Argentina and Chile ..............................................................................................14EUROPE

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

SOUTH AMERICA EAST ASIA

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

References................................................................. 16

Selected Articles & Defense News............................. 15
Geocorrente Calendar................................................ 15

Risk Maps.................................................................. 17   

Disregarding the COVID-19 pandemic

ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC

SOUTH ASIA
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA



4
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 142 • July | 2021

BOLETIM
GEOCORRENTE

THE COUNTRIES WITH THE 
MOST CASES

Sources: World Health Organization; The New York Times

Data according to the "WHO COVID-19 Dashboard", published on June 30th, 2021.

VACCINE MONITORING



5
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 142 • July | 2021

After four presidents in five years, Peru has elected a 
new head of state: Pedro Castillo. The new President 

won with a narrow margin of votes against Keiko 
Fujimori, who claimed fraud in the process — which has 
not been proven so far. The elected President will have 
the primary mission of finishing his term and rescuing 
Peru from a severe economic crisis during a pandemic. 
What can be expected from Castillo's term regarding 
Peruvian shipbuilding? 

According to Global FirePower, the Peruvian 
Navy has 60 vessels. However, they are already at an 
advanced age, especially the submarines and frigates, 
commissioned between the 1970s and 1980s, and have 
to be replaced in the short and medium-term. Regarding 
the submarines, the state-owned Servicios Industriales 
de la Marina (SIMA) signed a contract in 2016 with 
the German company TKMS to modernize the four 
Angamos Class submarines. As for the Islay Class, there 
is the possibility of replacing them with the Brazilian 
Tupi Class submarines (Boletim 136). Furthermore, 
the frigates should also be substituted by new vessels, 

although no project has been defined yet.
Although Peru does not present huge shipbuilding 

projects, modernization or manufacturing values are 
very high. In 2021, the Defense budget had a drop of 
8.5% compared to the previous year. Additionally, the 
pandemic is a huge challenge that the new President 
will face, demanding efforts and public spending for 
its containment. Peru tallies about 190,000 deaths from 
COVID-19, and only 8.5% of the population has been 
vaccinated with two doses until now. 

While the electoral authority in Peru does not officially 
proclaim the winner three weeks after the election, the 
economic crisis and the pandemic set the tone in the 
country. Therefore, investments in Defense are losing 
space and generating uncertainty about the prognosis 
for naval construction. In any case, it is fundamental 
to follow the Peruvian situation, considering possible 
cooperation in the area of Defense, besides the increase 
in regional instability caused by socioeconomic issues 
experienced by our Andean neighbors.

The challenges to Peruvian shipbuilding under Pedro Castillo’s management
Matheus Mendes

SOUTH AMERICA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n142.p05.

The future naval war: building the U.S. hybrid Navy

Ana Carolina Vaz Farias

Throughout history, technology has played a 
fundamental role in changing the ways of waging 

war. In the current decade, this scenario is marked by 
the 4th Industrial Revolution, crossing the military sector 
through Artificial Intelligence, and, in the maritime 
environment, by the so-called unmanned surface vehicles 
(USV). In this context, on March 16th, 2021, the U.S. 
Navy released the Unmanned Campaign Plan, a plan to 
accelerate the constitution of a hybrid Navy, in which 
unmanned and manned systems complement each other 
in all domains. So, how has the Joe Biden administration 
been consolidating such measures?

In December 2020, still under Donald Trump's 
administration, the Battle Force 2045 naval construction 
plan (Boletim 130) was released, which highlighted the 
constitution of a Navy of 355 manned ships, by the end 
of the decade, and the incorporation of up to 240 USVs. 
On June 17th, 2021, the Biden government released a 
brief update of this plan. Without setting deadlines, the 
document highlights that, due to budgetary restrictions 

and the current industrial capacity of the country, there 
could potentially be a reduction in the number of manned 
vehicles to around 321 ships. In addition, these would be 
supplemented by a maximum of 77 to 140 USVs.

In another initiative, on May 29th, the second test 
of the Ghost Fleet Overlord program took place. Ghost 
Fleet Overlord aims to provide the hybrid naval force 
with information on the development of prototype USVs, 
contributing to the maturation and constitution of a 
hybrid fleet. In this context, Nomad, an offshore patrol 
vehicle adapted with systems that allow it to operate  
autonomously (that is, without the need for human 
intervention to make decisions) carried out the 
approximately 7,114 km path from the U.S. coast of 
the Gulf of Mexico to California, 98% of this being 
done autonomously, only being piloted manually in the 
crossing of the Panama Canal.

Thus, the complexity of security policies within the 
International System put pressure on the United States to 
adapt and modernize their ships, since unmanned systems 

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

  »

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_164/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_152/mobile/index.html
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are an important part of their Navy. It is possible to infer 
that there is a continuity in the understanding of the need 
for the development of autonomous vehicles, but it is 

still necessary to observe whether there will really be a 
reduction in the amount of this structure in the U.S. Navy 
compared to the Trump administration.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n142.p05-06.

The new piece on the board: processes and consequences of founding the new country in  
East Africa

Bruno Gonçalves

It is known that Africa is a heterogeneous continent, full 
of diversity, feelings, and interests. The continent is one 

of the most integrated regions globally, having several 
International Organizations for regional cooperation to 
boost their common yearnings for economic, political, 
and social development. One prominent organization 
is the East African Community (EAC), which aims to 
politically unify six countries: Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, 
South Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda, forming a new 
political-federative entity. Therefore, this plan's current 
status and the geopolitical consequences of founding this 
new federal state should be analyzed. 

The beginning of the idea of a union of nations as a 
single federation in East Africa occurred in the 1960s, 
a period in which the countries of the region became 
independent from European colonialism. In 1967, the 
CAO was established, but it disintegrated due to internal 
political conflicts in 1977. Twenty-three years after 
the organization's collapse, in 2000, the treaty was re-
established, already introducing a customs union and the 
rudiments of a common market, which reconnected the 
East African nations again. 

In 2018, the EAC initiated the political federation by 

appointing an experts committee to outline a regional 
constitution. However, according to the EAC Council 
of Ministers Chairman, the political confederation was 
adopted to make room for a harmonious system that will 
guide them on how to yield power in a regulated manner 
before the redemption to federation - the fourth and final 
stage of integration. In January 2021, representatives of 
the six constituent states met in Burundi to discuss the 
elaboration of the first formal constitution, which should 
be completed by the end of 2021 and implemented in 
2023. 

When this Community reaches the final stage of 
regional integration, the new state, the East African 
Federation (EAF), will have the second largest population 
in Africa, estimated at 177 million inhabitants, the largest 
territory on the continent, with 2,467,202 km2, and 
possible economic growth above the African average. 
A new actor of this magnitude could affect geopolitical 
relations with neighboring countries such as Ethiopia 
and Egypt and with extra-regional powers such as China 
and India, which are increasingly interested in the natural 
resources of the African continent.

Source: WENR

  »

https://wenr.wes.org/2018/12/common-higher-education-area-chea-of-the-east-african-community
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The political perspectives of Senegal's energy expansion

Isadora Jacques

Senegal is one of the African countries that have 
become the target of extremism in the Sahel. Besides 

Côte d'Ivoire, Benin, and other nations on the African 
coast, the situation in the country imposes concerns to the 
security forces operating in the region. In January 2021, 
Senegalese police authorities dismantled a cell in support 
of the jihadist group JNIM, affiliated with Al-Qaeda. The 
country stands out as a pioneer in a diversified energy 
matrix of natural gas and renewable resources that enable 
promising economic growth. Given the relative economic 
and political stability with its neighbors, what are the 
political perspectives resulting from such diversification 
in the Senegalese energy sector?

Despite the drop in foreign investment on the 
African continent in 2020, the energy and mining 
sectors performed well compared to the others. In West 
Africa, Senegal stands out due to its energy policy. The 
government of current President Macky Sall seeks to 
carry out infrastructure projects in industrial parks and 
special economic zones besides stimulating job creation. 
Therefore, these projects aim to develop a balanced 
energy matrix and sector. Foreign investment aimed at 
Senegal's offshore gas reserves is a vital element for the 

country's post-pandemic recovery, as economic growth 
of up to 13.7% is expected from the first gas production 
in 2023.

Senegal's main port, located in the capital Dakar, 
is historically one of the most important ones in the 
region and is also directly facing the Atlantic. JNIM has 
intensified attacks on the Mali-Senegal border over the 
past two years; a possible expansion of the organization 
to Dakar has the primary goal of controlling access to 
the sea. Furthermore, the reserves of commodities such 
as gold, oil, and gas make the establishment of terrorist 
cells in the region even more attractive. The change in the 
policy of Macron, president of France, to the operation in 
Mali (Boletim 133) could have consequences for regional 
security if there is no response directed at the governance 
of the region along the borders of the Sahel.

Economic expectations for Senegal's energy sector 
ensure foreign investment, which assures that civil Society 
becomes reluctant about joining the extremist insurgency. 
However, Senegal's positive growth, high compared to 
other countries in the region, and its strategic position 
could turn the country into a target for the jihadist group 
and, consequently, turn it into a securitized region.

Source: Google Maps (adapted)

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_159/mobile/index.html
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Ceuta and Melilla started to be controlled by Spain 
between the 15th and 16th centuries, presenting 

historical importance in the Muslim occupation of the 
Iberian Peninsula and the reconquest. The two locations 
are at the center of the current diplomatic crisis between 
the European country and Morocco due to an increase 
in migrants crossing the border in the region towards 
Europe. How does this crisis affect Spanish foreign 
policy towards African countries, especially Morocco?

The recent tension between Madrid and Rabat 
began with the European country's permission for the 
treatment of COVID-19 by the leader of the Polisario 
Front, Brahim Ghali, in its territory. Ghali is currently 
fighting Morocco for sovereignty over Western Sahara. 
With the recognition by former U.S. President Donald 
Trump (Boletim 133), the Moroccan government wants 
international legitimacy, given that, like many other 
countries, Spain does not recognize Morocco's claim to 
the territory. In May, 6,000 Moroccan immigrants arrived 
in Ceuta, of which around 1,500 were minors, being a 
substantial increase compared to the previous month, in 
which 100 immigrants entered, including 30 minors. The 
African country was accused of deliberately “relaxing 
its border” in response to the Western Sahara crisis and 

wanted to use the migratory flow as a bargaining tool for 
its demands.

In terms of foreign policy, Foco África 2023 is a 
Spanish program launched in March 2021 to comply 
with the III Plan Africa, approved in 2019. The project 
outlines actions considering four established strategic 
objectives: peace and security; sustainable development, 
inclusive and resilient economic growth; institutionalism; 
and orderly, regular, and safe mobility. Therefore, it 
determines the geographic priorities for establishing 
partnerships in the areas of the economy, cooperation for 
development, peace, and security. Senegal and Morocco 
were selected as pilot countries to use Spanish actions to 
replicate these experiences in the future. It is important 
to highlight that the Moroccan country was not a priority 
in the 2019 plan, but the program was perceived as an 
opportunity to defuse diplomatic tensions between 
governments.

Although there is this intention behind considering 
Morocco as a pilot, the current crisis may be an obstacle 
to the Foco África 2023 program. The current situation, 
strongly related to the Spanish strategic objectives in the 
region, may limit the actions and partnerships planned in 
the country and the future on the continent.

The Foco África 2023 program and diplomatic tensions between Spain and Morocco
Marina Autran

EUROPE

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n142.p08.

Source: CBC

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_159/mobile/index.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/migrants-spain-melilla-morocco-europe-1.4835930
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Since the annexation of Crimea in 2014, military 
exercises in the Baltic region and northern Europe 

have been expanded. Additionally, the NATO Summit 
held in June restated Russian aggressive actions as the 
main threat to allies. Furthermore, the 50th edition of 
the annual multinational exercise, BALTOPS 2021, took 
place in the Baltic Sea between June 6th and 18th. This is 
the largest naval military exercise conducted by NATO 
to increase interoperability between allies and partners. 
How important is BALTOPS for the allies considering 
the escalating tensions with Russia? 

This year's exercise demonstrated NATO's ability 
to ensure freedom of navigation in the Danish Strait 
and develop aerospace defense action. BALTOPS 50 
gathered 16 allied nations (Belgium, Canada, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Turkey, Spain, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States) and two partner nations, 
Sweden and Finland. Overall, the exercise comprised 
40 ships, 60 aircraft, and 4,000 personnel conducting  
anti-submarine operations, amphibious operations, mine 
operations, and countermeasure mine operations. 

 For the first time, space and cyber dimensions, 
specific to modern conflict, were fully integrated, 
allowing allied forces to increase maritime situational 
awareness and extend their operational capabilities. The 
NATO Space Center has been integrated into BALTOPS 
as it becomes essential to the Alliance’s deterrence and 
defense, including the ability to navigate, track forces, 
collect data for intelligence, and detect missile launches. 

The U.S. employment of B-52H bombers, capable 
of carrying nuclear weapons during the BALTOPS 2021 
exercises, has generated tensions and criticism from 
Russia, considering it a demonstration of force. In turn, 
the Russian Defense Ministry authorized two Tu-160 
Blackjack strategic bombers to conduct a training flight 
on June 15th. This was considered the fourth violation of 
Estonia's airspace by Russian Federation aircraft in 2021. 

In a NATO Summit context, the annual BALTOPS 
exercise reiterates the U.S. presence and the Biden 
administration's engagement in Europe and allows 
NATO and allied navies to increase their interoperability 
in several areas through realistic exercises in the Baltic 
region.

BALTOPS 2021: 50 years of NATO's largest Baltic Sea exercise
Thaïs Dedeo

Source: Britannica
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RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Ukraine is a key player in the flow of natural gas 
to Europe. Beyond the low production costs, gas 

constitutes a vital resource of the country’s economy, 
representing a way of integrating Ukraine with European 
neighbors. However, current geopolitical challenges 
are an obstacle to regional energy security, majorly 
represented by Russia. By expanding its energy grid, 
such as the Nord Stream 2 and Turkstream (Boletim 
140), Russia is immobilizing part of the Ukrainian gas 
revenues and the transit route to Europe. That said, it 
should be questioned how the Ukrainian energy politics 
could reduce its gas dependence and diversify its energy 
matrix.

The 21st century marked the rupture of bilateral 
relations between Russia and Ukraine. In the energy 
field, it is noteworthy that the increase in export rates by 
Russian companies, like Gazprom, besides the recurring 
cuts in the supply of natural, affect the Ukrainian energy 
sector and the European setting. Thus, it became essential 
to implement policies aimed at reforming the energy 
sector. In this context, under the Agreement Association 
Ukraine-European Union, Kyiv is aligned with the 
decarbonization agenda and the dialogue regarding 
renewable energy.

Approved in 2017, the Ukrainian energy strategy 
to 2035 aims to improve the unified energy system and 
increase energy efficiency while developing renewable 
energy sources capable of garnishing its domestic 
consumption and diversifying supply routes. Thus, 
to mitigate its dependence on gas and, especially, on 
Russian gas, the Ukrainian Minister of Foreign affairs, 
Dmytro Kuleba, announced in June that, alongside its 
entrance in the European Clean Hydrogen Alliance, the 
Ukrainian Hydrogen Strategy will be outlined until 2022. 
The zero-carbon energy source could attract sensible 
investments to the country while fulfilling the European 
strategy of climate neutrality until 2050. Thus, under an 
estimated production of 5.5 bcm (billion cubic meters) 
per year, Ukraine attracts the interest of different sectors, 
including the European Bank.

Therefore, Kyiv might deepen its cooperation with 
its European neighbors, aiming to become an attractive 
and clean energy hub. Aligning its national legislation 
and energy strategy allows the country to develop energy 
infrastructure in line with the European system, besides 
figuring as a potential country to develop hydrogen 
energy.

The Ukrainian energy diversification and the use of Hydrogen energy
Luiza Guitarrari

EAST ASIA

The East Asian region is the setting of maritime 
territorial conflicts, exacerbated by the lack of 

clear regulations in international law to determine the 
sovereignty of constantly claimed territories. Even 
though South Korea and Japan are significant players, 
historical conflicts and memories of colonization affect 
their bilateral relations, stressing the complexity of 
defense cooperation in the region. 

A major point of conflict in Japanese-Korean 
relations is the dispute over the Liancourt Rocks (Dokdo/
Takeshima), administered by South Korea and sometimes 
claimed by Japan. Dokdo consists of two main islands, 
Dongdo and Seodo, and 89 surrounding islets, with a total 
area of 188 km². Since 1954, South Korea has housed a 
Coast Guard unit on Dokdo, demonstrating its effective 
control of the island, and began military exercises in the 
region in 1986. 

Recently, Seoul conducted the annual military 
exercise entitled the East Sea Territory Protection 
Exercise, in which the South Korean Navy, Air Force, and 
Coast Guard usually participate. The exercise is based on 
the context of the Coast Guard's leadership in fending 
off foreign infiltrations into Dokdo's territorial waters 
or attempts to land on the island. In response, Tokyo 
canceled a meeting between South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga as part 
of the G7 summit in the United Kingdom.

On June 16th, during an official visit to Spain, Moon 
Jae-in consulted the historical document Map of the 
Joseon Dynasty in the library of the Spanish Senate in 
Madrid, which depicts Korea in the 1730s. According 
to Moon, it is a document that states that Dokdo is part 
of Korean territory. On June 18th, the Office of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff of Japan, under the Self-Defense Forces, 

A war of memories: the Liancourt Rocks and the relations between South Korea and Japan

Marcelle Torres 

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n142.p09.
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published a military video about Japan's Indo-Pacific 
view, treating Dokdo as a disputed territory. Seoul 
lodged a complaint with Tokyo and sustained the defense 
that Dokdo is a South Korean territory for historical, 
geographical, and international law reasons. 

Therefore, bilateral relations between Seoul and 
Tokyo are still affected by historical and diplomatic 

issues that have extended to the economic and military 
fields. An essential common ally between the two states 
— Washington, in its objective of rebuilding alliances — 
seeks to preserve and develop strategic cooperation with 
the two Asian allies, exploring a solid trilateral alliance 
vis-à-vis Beijing and Pyongyang in the Indo-Pacific.

The People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force (PLARF) 
is responsible for China's arsenal of ballistic missiles, 

whether nuclear or conventional. Operating as China's 
main strategic deterrence instrument, the PLARF has 
been constantly modernized, receiving large investments 
since its foundation in 2015. Thus, this article seeks to 
understand its current stage of deterrence capabilities and 
their impact on the intervention of other powers in areas 
strategically interesting to China.

First of all, regarding the general capabilities of 
the PLARF, it is important to emphasize that its short, 
intermediate, and long-range missiles can be loaded 
with both conventional or nuclear warheads. Currently, 
it is estimated that China operates just over 100 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM). In 2019, 
China unveiled its most advanced ICBM, the DF-41, 
capable of reaching the entire U.S. territory in about 
30 minutes, carrying up to 12 nuclear warheads. Over 

the next four years, the U.S. Department of Defense  
estimates that China will have more than 200 
intercontinental missiles with nuclear capability.

Some other key elements in the deterrence exercised 
by the PLARF are the DF-21D and DF-26 ballistic 
missiles, known as “carrier killers”. The missiles have 
an intermediate range (about 1,500 km and 3,500 km, 
respectively) and, because of their high maneuverability, 
would be able to hit targets on land and at sea. Thus, 
supposedly, they would be used to deter US aircraft 
carriers near the coast of China, in the Indian Ocean, in 
the South China Sea, and, in the case of the DF-26, even 
in Guam.

When defining its nuclear doctrine, China constantly 
emphasizes that it would only use its arsenal in retaliation. 
However, the mere exponential growth of PLARF's 
material capabilities already represents a significant 
deterrent factor to the agency of Western powers in Asia. 

The deterrent power of the People's Liberation Army Rocket Force

Rodrigo Abreu

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n142.p10-11.
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Thus, in scenarios such as a potential move by Beijing 
to reintegrate Taiwan into its territory or an escalation of 
tensions between China and US allies in the region, such 

as Japan and Australia, the PLARF could significantly 
deter any retaliatory military actions conducted by the 
western powers.

After Joseph Biden took over the White House, 
reformulating U.S. internal and external strategies 

and actions, a date was finally set for the total withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from Afghanistan (Boletim 131) and the 
departure of the 7,000 active NATO troops from that 
country. However, the American departure means that 
the political vacuum needs to be filled. Therefore, it is 
worth pointing out the directions of U.S. foreign policy 
towards Afghanistan are being taken.

The recurrent speeches made by Anthony Blinken, 
U.S. Secretary of State, reinforce Biden's aim to 
significantly decrease the presence of U.S. soldiers, 
which would affect current assistance to the Afghan 
National Security Force (ANSF). However, the U.S. 
has already made it clear that they will not leave the 
country politically and economically aside. In a pursuit 
to contain the Chinese rapprochement and the network of 
regional alliances that the country has made (highlights 
Pakistan and Tajikistan), the United States projects its 
interests through the establishment of alliances and direct 
financial support to the Afghan government.

Recently, during the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(QUAD) Meeting, besides the Indo-Pacific issues (the 
focus of the group's cooperation), Afghanistan was one 
of the most important issues on the agenda. In addition 
to the countries valuing the maintenance of agreements 
and stability in the region, a stable and allied Afghanistan 
facilitates the establishment of relations with Central 
Asia. Therefore, it is possible, in the background, to 
contain the Chinese expansion in the region.

Besides cooperating with the QUAD, the United  
States is formulating strategies with NATO for a 
coordinated exit while maintaining stability in the Afghan 
country.

Therefore, it is notable that the United States does not 
want its troops in Afghanistan and that their departure 
does represent a gap in power and administration. Still, 
the country does not want China to take its place, and 
it is necessary to create strategies and partnerships that 
derail or at least reduce its presence in the region, which 
exposes, even if indirectly, the continued presence of the 
U.S. in Afghanistan.

The next steps for U.S. foreign policy in Afghanistan  

Marina Corrêa
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In May 2021, India's Ministry of Shipping reported that 
95% of its international trade is done through seaports. 

Major ports accounted for about 57% of total cargo traffic 
in 2019-20. However, considering its vast territory, India 
has some connectivity challenges between its states 
and access to the sea. Improving infrastructure and 
undertaking multimodal transport has been an important 
agenda, especially considering India's landlocked 
northeastern states. The development of new routes can 
increase access to seaports, reduce transport costs, which 
are currently very high, and mitigate the isolation of these 
states in the regional economic dynamics.

Northeast India is supplied by several rivers and 
has approximately 1,800 km of navigable river routes. 
Furthermore, the Brahmaputra River is one of the major 
rivers in the region, with several river ports and more than 
30 ferry services. The main cargoes include tea, cement, 
coal, general grains, and oil. It is noteworthy that the 
Brahmaputra River flows downstream into Bangladesh 
and flows into the Bay of Bengal. 

Thus, from a geopolitical point of view, it is an 
opportunity to be present in this important region of 
the Indian Ocean due to the strategic Sea Lines of 
Communication, which pass through the Bay of Bengal 
and cross the Indo-Pacific. There is also the presence 
of hydrocarbons in the Bay, a fact that attracts external 
actors closer to the Indian zone of influence. Among 
these actors, China is the most notorious, being an 
attempt to balance the political rise of a rival country in 
an important area for its trade.

Therefore, it is notable that a network of connectivity 
between ports and waterways can be tremendously 
beneficial to India. Besides favoring its landlocked states 
and expanding its trade opportunities, it can be seen that 
waterways are the gateway to greater Indian performance 
in the maritime environment. The Bay of Bengal, in 
the Indian Ocean, becomes the hub between South and 
Southeast Asia, attracting these actors to a geopolitical 
dispute that may shape the dynamics of power on the 
continent in the following years. 

River and sea: The importance of connectivity for India's presence in the Indian Ocean
Rebeca Leite 
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ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC

Chile and Argentina are two of the greatest Antarctic 
powers due to their closeness to the Southern 

continent, but their Andean neighbors have a huge 
obstacle: the United Kingdom. For the period 2021/22, 
the Falkland Islands government has announced a budget 
of USD 108.7 million for investments in infrastructure, 
including investments in the port and transport sectors. 
Among its objectives is promoting scientific research in 
the South Atlantic and Antarctica, which has indicated to 
the two South American Antarctic powers the possibility 
of a British Antarctic hub in the South Atlantic. Therefore, 
why would the creation of port and airport facilities in 
the Falklands affect Chile and Argentina? 

The Antarctic Question was a tripartite dispute 
between Argentina, Chile, and the United Kingdom that 
began in the early 20th century. The three states claimed 
intertwined portions of the Antarctic Peninsula, the most 
important region on the continent and with the largest 
number of stations. The dispute between three major 
friendly Western nations during the Cold War was one 
of the factors that motivated the signing of the Antarctic 
Treaty in 1959. The territorial claims remained, but the 

Treaty indefinitely interrupted the issue.
Despite Argentina's interests in the Falklands and 

Antarctica, the first negative reaction came from Chile, 
with the press defining the project as unnecessary debt. 
However, the strategic gains for the UK are greater, as 
the cities of Punta Arenas and Ushuaia would no longer 
be the only hubs in the region, creating a new port and 
airport option for the Southern continent from a British 
territory in the South Atlantic.

The facilities would decrease the dependence that 
the two countries have on the United Kingdom and 
on other states that venture into Antarctica, creating 
a new departure point option to the South Pole. Thus, 
South American bargaining power would suffer a small 
impairment, and most importantly, the UK's ability to 
project power over the claimed region in Antarctica 
would be strengthened. However, the Antarctic Treaty 
System and the regional interest of many countries, 
including China and the United States, reduce the chances 
of any advantage on the continent to mere possibilities if 
there is a hasty regime change. For Latin neighbors, any 
possibility is still a threat to their interests.

The Falkland Islands as a gateway to Antarctica: an obstacle for Argentina and Chile
Gabriele Hernandez 

Source: FT (adapted)
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https://menafn.com/1102283172/Ukraine-to-launch-first-pilot-hydrogen-projects-in-2022&amp;source=25
https://energymonitor.ai/policy/how-ukraine-could-be-key-to-eu-clean-energy-ambitions
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210614003251325
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210623009400325
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210623009400325
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3136789/chinas-rocket-force-tests-carrier-killer-df-26-ballistic
http://www.aopnews.com/taliban/frustration-grows-within-nato-over-us-handling-of-afghan-exit/
http://www.aopnews.com/taliban/frustration-grows-within-nato-over-us-handling-of-afghan-exit/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/does-afghanistan-present-a-new-opportunity-for-the-quad/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/does-afghanistan-present-a-new-opportunity-for-the-quad/
https://www.gocomet.com/blog/sea-ports-in-india/
https://www.orfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ORF_SpecialReport_148_NER-BayOfBengal_New.pdf
https://www.orfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ORF_SpecialReport_148_NER-BayOfBengal_New.pdf
https://laprensaaustral.cl/2021/05/22/gobierno-de-falkland-islands-malvinas-se-endeudaria-para-convertirse-en-la-puerta-de-acceso-a-la-antartica/
https://laprensaaustral.cl/2021/05/22/gobierno-de-falkland-islands-malvinas-se-endeudaria-para-convertirse-en-la-puerta-de-acceso-a-la-antartica/
https://sfn.nato.int/newsroom/2021/exercise-baltops-50-kicks-off-today
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RISK MAP

►  HIGH RISK:

• ETHIOPIA — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Ethiopia Declares An Immediate, 
Unilateral Cease-fire In Tigray. NPR, Jun. 28th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• YEMEN — Civil war and humanitarian crisis: More than 100 killed in Yemen as fighting over oil-rich 
Marib region continues. French 24, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• MOZAMBIQUE — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Southern African nations to 
send troops to Mozambique. Africa News, Jun. 23rd 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021. 

• MYANMAR — Military coup: Myanmar parallel government woos Rohingya in bid for legitimacy. 
Nikkei Asia, Jun. 28th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• VENEZUELA — Structural crisis: EEUU, Canadá y la UE revisarán las sanciones contra el régimen de 
Maduro si hay “avances significativos” en la negociación para las elecciones en Venezuela. Infobae, Jun. 25th 
2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

►  MEDIUM RISK:

•  AFGHANISTAN — Regional instability: Taliban Fighters Return To Central Asia's Border. Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, Jun. 25th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

•  BELARUS — Political crisis and tensions with the European bloc: Belarus recalls envoy from Brussels 
in response to EU sanctions. France24, Jun. 28th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• COLOMBIA — Structural crisis: Dos fusiles utilizados en atentado contra Duque pertenecen a la Fuerza 
Armada venezolana. NTN 24, Jun. 26th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• EL SALVADOR — Political crisis: Francisco Díaz: “Con la destitución de la Sala, los salvadoreños han 
quedado sin protección ante abusos de poder”. ElSalvador, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• GULF OF GUINEA — Conjunctural maritime insecurity: Monjasa Tanker Joins West African Anti-
Piracy Training Operation. Ship & Bunker, Jun. 28th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

The map entitled “Top Global Risks” on the 3 rd page 
of this Boletim was prepared by the Conjuncture 

Assessment Group (NAC) members of the Brazilian 
Naval War College (EGN). The appearance of the 
international phenomena on the map considers their 
relevance to Brazil, analyzed through criteria, namely 
the number of Brazilians living in the region, direct 
or indirect influence on the Brazilian economy, and 
their impact on the Brazilian Strategic Surroundings. 
Besides, the interests of the United Nations Security 
Council permanent members will be considered. 
After selecting the phenomena, they are categorized 
as high risk (red) or medium risk (orange), following 
parameters that reflect the severity of the risk, 
namely: number of victims, the relevance of the 
actors involved, impact on the global economy, and 
the possibility of tensions escalation. The countries 
painted in gray represent conflicts under analysis, 

which may become red or orange, depending on the 
conflict's aggravation.

Due to the increase in the number of cases 
(infected, hospitalized and dead) of COVID-19, there 
was an adaptation in the analysis of the scenario. 
In this way, a separate map was drawn up, with the 
countries with the highest number of infected people, 
according to the latest WHO bulletin released until 
the publishing date of this bulletin. Thus, the countries 
were painted in red or orange according to the number 
of total cases.

The analyzes are redone at each Boletim edition, 
aiming to reassess and update the demarcated regions 
and the color used in each one. Therefore, the main 
phenomena are always observed, distributed at 
high and medium risk. Below are links to the risks 
indicated on the map:

https://www.npr.org/2021/06/28/1011053371/ethiopia-declares-an-immediate-unilateral-cease-fire-in-tigray
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/28/1011053371/ethiopia-declares-an-immediate-unilateral-cease-fire-in-tigray
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20210627-more-than-100-killed-in-yemen-as-fighting-over-oil-rich-marib-region-continues
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20210627-more-than-100-killed-in-yemen-as-fighting-over-oil-rich-marib-region-continues
https://www.africanews.com/2021/06/23/southern-african-nations-to-send-troops-to-mozambique/
https://www.africanews.com/2021/06/23/southern-african-nations-to-send-troops-to-mozambique/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-parallel-government-woos-Rohingya-in-bid-for-legitimacy
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2021/06/25/eeuu-canada-y-la-ue-revisaran-las-sanciones-contra-el-regimen-de-maduro-si-hay-avances-significativos-en-la-negociacion-para-las-elecciones-en-venezuela/
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2021/06/25/eeuu-canada-y-la-ue-revisaran-las-sanciones-contra-el-regimen-de-maduro-si-hay-avances-significativos-en-la-negociacion-para-las-elecciones-en-venezuela/
https://www.rferl.org/a/taliban-fighting-central-asia/31326424.html
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210628-belarus-recalls-envoy-from-brussels-in-response-to-eu-sanctions
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210628-belarus-recalls-envoy-from-brussels-in-response-to-eu-sanctions
https://www.ntn24.com/america-latina/colombia/dos-fusiles-utilizados-en-atentado-contra-duque-pertenecen-la-fuerza-armada?s=08
https://www.ntn24.com/america-latina/colombia/dos-fusiles-utilizados-en-atentado-contra-duque-pertenecen-la-fuerza-armada?s=08
https://www.elsalvador.com/eldiariodehoy/francisco-diaz-destitucion-sala-salvadorenos-sin-proteccion/852894/2021/
https://www.elsalvador.com/eldiariodehoy/francisco-diaz-destitucion-sala-salvadorenos-sin-proteccion/852894/2021/
https://shipandbunker.com/news/emea/372955-monjasa-tanker-joins-west-african-anti-piracy-training-operation
https://shipandbunker.com/news/emea/372955-monjasa-tanker-joins-west-african-anti-piracy-training-operation
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• LEBANON — Structural crisis: More blackouts ahead as Lebanon generators starved of fuel. Middle 
East Eye, Jun. 23rd 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021. 

• MALI — Political instability: Mali: Protesters call for French troops to leave, some call for greater 
Russia cooperation. Africa News, Jun. 26th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021. 

• NIGER — Escalation of terrorist activity in the region: Mais de 100 "terroristas" mortos em junho em 
Burkina e Níger. Estado de Minas, Jun. 26th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• NIGERIA — Insurgent attacks: Niger Delta militants threaten to resume attacks on Nigeria's oil 
installations. SPG Global, Jun. 28th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• SYRIA — Tensions in the South: Biden administration warns allies against restoring ties with Syria, 
Middle East Eye, Jun. 25th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• SOMALIA — Electoral instability: Somalia’s divided army reflects its divided politics. African 
Arguments, Jun. 23rd 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• UKRAINE — Russia-Ukraine cross-border tensions: Ukraine: dans le Donbass, de nouveaux combats 
entre les séparatistes et l'armée ukrainienne. RFI, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

►  MONITORING:

• ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN – Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh: What prospects for peace following 
Armenia's election?. London School of Economics (LSE), Jun. 23rd 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• HAITI — Institutional crisis: The Dominican Republic Is Building a Wall to Keep Haitian Migrant Kids 
Out. Vice, Jun. 25th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021. 

• ISRAEL AND PALESTINE — Tensions in the Gaza Strip: Coalition to Hold Knesset Vote on Controversial 
Palestinian Citizenship Bill, Even Without Clear Majority. Haaretz, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 
2021.

• LYBIA — Ceasefire: UNSMIL: Understandings reached regarding Libyan constitutional basis. The 
Libya Observer, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• SOUTH AND EAST CHINA SEA, HONG KONG & TAIWAN — Chinese expansion in these regions: 
Indonesia and US building maritime training center on edge of the South China Sea. CNN, Jun. 28th 2021. 
Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.  

• EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN — Tensions between Greece and Turkey and the occupation of Cyprus: 
EU chief warns Erdogan over north Cyprus visit. ArabNews, Jun. 25th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Central 
African Republic charges French national with espionage. Al Jazeera, Jun. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 
2021.

• NICARAGUA — Political crisis: El regreso del gran conspirador de Perú: Vladimiro Montesinos urde 
un complot electoral contra Castillo. El País, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

• PERU — Electoral crisis: El regreso del gran conspirador de Perú: Vladimiro Montesinos urde un 
complot electoral contra Castillo. El País, Jun. 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 29th 2021.

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1882046/middle-east
https://www.africanews.com/2021/06/26/mali-protesters-call-for-french-troops-to-leave-some-call-for-greater-russia-cooperation/
https://www.africanews.com/2021/06/26/mali-protesters-call-for-french-troops-to-leave-some-call-for-greater-russia-cooperation/
https://www.em.com.br/app/noticia/internacional/2021/06/26/interna_internacional,1280825/mais-de-100-terroristas-mortos-em-junho-em-burkina-e-niger.shtml
https://www.em.com.br/app/noticia/internacional/2021/06/26/interna_internacional,1280825/mais-de-100-terroristas-mortos-em-junho-em-burkina-e-niger.shtml
https://www.spglobal.com/platts/en/market-insights/latest-news/oil/062821-niger-delta-militants-threaten-to-resume-attacks-on-nigerias-oil-installations
https://www.spglobal.com/platts/en/market-insights/latest-news/oil/062821-niger-delta-militants-threaten-to-resume-attacks-on-nigerias-oil-installations
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-biden-team-warns-countries-against-restoring-ties-assad
https://africanarguments.org/2021/06/somalia-divided-army-reflects-its-divided-politics/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/europe/20210627-ukraine-dans-le-donbass-de-nouveaux-combats-entre-les-s%C3%A9paratistes-et-l-arm%C3%A9e-ukrainienne
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/europe/20210627-ukraine-dans-le-donbass-de-nouveaux-combats-entre-les-s%C3%A9paratistes-et-l-arm%C3%A9e-ukrainienne
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2021/06/23/what-prospects-for-peace-following-armenias-election/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2021/06/23/what-prospects-for-peace-following-armenias-election/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5db5mq/the-dominican-republic-is-building-a-wall-to-keep-haitian-migrant-kids-out
https://www.vice.com/en/article/5db5mq/the-dominican-republic-is-building-a-wall-to-keep-haitian-migrant-kids-out
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-gov-t-to-hold-knesset-vote-on-controversial-citizenship-bill-even-without-majority-1.9945893
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-gov-t-to-hold-knesset-vote-on-controversial-citizenship-bill-even-without-majority-1.9945893
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/unsmil-understandings-reached-regarding-libyan-constitutional-basis
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/06/28/asia/indonesia-us-joint-maritime-training-center-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1883276/middle-east
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/9/central-african-republic-charges-french-national-with-espionage
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/9/central-african-republic-charges-french-national-with-espionage
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-06-27/nicaragua-el-gulag-centroamericano.html
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-06-27/nicaragua-el-gulag-centroamericano.html
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-06-27/el-regreso-del-gran-conspirador-de-peru-vladimiro-montesinos-intenta-urdir-un-complot-electoral.html?ssm=whatsapp
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-06-27/el-regreso-del-gran-conspirador-de-peru-vladimiro-montesinos-intenta-urdir-un-complot-electoral.html?ssm=whatsapp

