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The discovery of oil off Guyana's coast in 2015 has 
encouraged the country to redesign its geopolitical 

agenda. On the one hand, the increasing oil exploration 
demands the restructuring of its energy sector and the 
possible implementation of a Sovereign Wealth Fund. On 
the other hand, the maintenance of oil activity brings with 
it concerns related to the environmental aspect, as well as 
regarding the development strategy that will be adopted 
by the government and multinationals in the management 
of offshore wells. What challenges does Guyana face in 
the introduction of the oil sector into its economy? 

The Sovereign Wealth Fund is a government 
investment mechanism generally financed by profits 
from the oil, gas or mineral trade, which aims to ensure 
greater economic stability for the country. However, 
Guyana's fragile infrastructure presents challenges to the 
implementation of the project, as the funding injected from 
international reserves depends on the level of economic 
development in Guyana. Thus, the fund to be developed 
needs to be compatible with the national reality to 
effectively improve the socio-economic conditions of the 
population and make the state economically competitive. 

However, when the country focuses on the 
economic initiative in its political agenda, the Guyanese 
government should not retreat from environmental 

responsibility aligned with development, as this is a 
strong trend in international politics. In this regard, the 
Escazú Agreement, in force since April 22nd, 2021, is a 
legal instrument aimed at protecting and preserving the 
environment that regulates governmental acts in favor 
of sustainable decisions (Boletim 138). Guyana, the first 
signatory to ratify the agreement, faces challenges with 
oil activity on its coastline as it designs projects that 
are potentially harmful to the environment and attracts 
multinationals to exploit its offshore wells. Among the 
companies are TotalEnergies, which has allocated USD 
800 million in exploration activities in the region, and 
ExxonMobil, with 16 wells planned for 2021. 

Thus, for the Guyanese potential to be visible, the 
country needs to demonstrate legal responsibility as 
an international subject by complying with the signed 
agreements. An example of responsible political conduct 
would be the decision for a sovereign fund that guarantees 
the transparency of oil revenues, contributing to the 
access to environmental information, a right established 
by Article 8 of the Escazú Agreement. In this way, 
besides expressing economic stability to attract foreign 
investment, the country will also demonstrate its legal 
integrity in the international system.

The implementation of the oil sector in the economy of Guyana and its challenges
Ana Laura Marçal Monsores

SOUTH AMERICA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p05.

Source: Energy Global News

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_168/mobile/index.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_98/index.html
http://www.energyglobalnews.com/new-oil-discoveries-offshore-guyana-at-tilapia-and-haimara-wells/
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Más de 100.000

100.000 a 50.000

50.000 a 10.000

10.000 a 1.000

Menos de 1.000

RANGO DE CALOR

DEPARTAMENTO TOTAL %
BogotáD.C.

NortedeSantander

Atlántico

Antioquia

LaGuajira

Santander

Cundinamarca

ValledelCauca

Magdalena

Bolívar

Cesar

Arauca

Sucre

Casanare

Risaralda

Boyacá

Nariño

Córdoba

Tolima

Quindío

Cauca

Meta

Caldas

Guainía

Huila

Vichada

Putumayo

Amazonas

Chocó

Caquetá

Guaviare

Archipiélago de San Andrés

Vaupés

TOTAL 1.742.927

340.711

187.121

162.396

157.949

150.806

113.208

96.009

89.258

87.960

81.135

55.349

44.851

22.772

22.109

20.133

18.029

14.523

13.910

10.471

8.751

8.342

7.617

7.187

6.098

5.014

4.555

3.427

967

799

683

367

347

73

19,55%

10,74%

9,32%

9,06%

8,65%

6,50%

5,51%

5,12%

5,05%

4,66%

3,18%

2,57%

1,31%

1,27%

1,16%

1,03%

0,83%

0,80%

0,60%

0,50%

0,48%

0,44%

0,41%

0,35%

0,29%

0,26%

0,20%

0,06%

0,05%

0,04%

0,02%

0,02%

0,00%

* La estimación de concentración de venezolanos es resultado del cruce de los registros administrativos del Sistema de 
Información de Registro de Extranjeros (SIRE), Permiso Especial de Permanencia (PEP), Entradas migratorias (Intención de 

hospedaje) y Censo Nacional de Población y Vivienda 2018 - DANE. La información registrada corresponde a lo manifestado
voluntariamente por los venezolanos en los sistemas dispuestos y a la recolección generada de las verificaciones migratorias 

desarrolladas por Migración Colombia, teniendo en cuenta que la permanencia estimada de venezolanos en Colombia 
puede variar y que en el país existe la libre circulación en el territorio nacional

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p05. DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p06.

Venezuelan immigration to Colombia and its political and social consequences
José Martins Rodrigues Junior

The Venezuelan structural crisis is provoking forced 
migration flows that affect the neighboring countries. 

Colombia, sharing with Venezuela more than 2,200 km 
of border, is the country that receives the highest number 
of Venezuelan immigrants, with more than 1.7 million of 
them in its territory. Therefore, it is crucial to analyze the 
impact of the migration crisis on Colombia's domestic 
and foreign policies. 

Regarding domestic policies, with the intensification 
of the crisis in Venezuela in the last six years, Colombia 
has been faced with an intense flow of undocumented 
immigrants from the neighboring country, which 
continues to this day. The lack of legal security and state 
protection and the difficulty to access basic government 
services expose these immigrants to vulnerability, and 
sometimes they do not have the right to reside and 
work in the country. Such vulnerability enables the 
cooptation and recruitment of Venezuelan immigrants by 
paramilitary groups in Colombia, who offer them food 
and income in exchange. In response, in May 2021, the 
Colombian government implemented the Temporary 
Protection Statute for Venezuelan Migrants, which 
aims to regularize around 1 million people. This is an 

important but provisional step to qualify Venezuelans for 
the labor market.

Concerning Colombia's foreign policy, the migration 
flow of undocumented Venezuelans exposes the porosity 
of its border and challenges the weakened bilateral 
relationship with Caracas. In 2019, Venezuela closed 
its land border with Colombia and dissolved bilateral 
relations. Two factors stood out. Firstly, Maduro 
interpreted the U.S. humanitarian mission as a coup 
attempt (Boletim 138). Secondly, Colombia recognized 
Juan Guaidó as Venezuela's interim president. In 2021, 
this dynamic continues similarly. After a year of closed 
borders due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Colombia 
unilaterally reactivated river and land crossings with 
Venezuela for humanitarian and economic reasons. 
However, this measure was rejected by Caracas due to its 
unilateral character. 

Therefore, it is notable that Colombia has suffered 
a substantial impact due to the mass immigration of 
Venezuelans to the country. The responses to this 
situation involve humanitarian discourse to deal with 
Venezuelan immigrants, but they are limited due to the 
bilateral diplomatic crisis between the states.

Source: Colombia's Ministries of Foreign Affairs

https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/infografias/distribucion-de-venezolanos-en-colombia-corte-31-de-enero-de-2021
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_168/mobile/index.html
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The new U.S. Strategy for the Caribbean
Rafael Esteves

At the turn of the 19th to the 20th century, the United 
States consolidated itself as a regional power in the 

Americas. Since it is located between the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, and has neighbors with less military 
and economic power, the only geostrategic access for  
extra-regional actors in the Americas would be through 
the Caribbean. During the 2000s, the international system 
followed a series of structural changes that caused the 
loss of U.S. influence, including in the Caribbean region, 
leading U.S. governments to develop strategies to reverse 
the situation. In this way, what are the current moves for 
the resumption of U.S. influence in the Caribbean Sea?

The structural changes in the international system, 
together with the advance of China's Belt and Road 
initiative, notably the investment of at least USD 10 
billion in the region, have led the United States to  
develop strategies not to lose its influence in the  
Caribbean. In this context, on May 8th, 2021, the U.S. 
Navy conducted a bilateral exercise with the Jamaica 
Coast Guard with the battleship USS Sioux City. The 
same vessel had been used later that month in an exercise 
with the Dominican Republic Navy. Such initiatives 
highlight an attempt by the U.S. to maintain its power 
projection in the region, through cooperation, especially 

in the area of security and defense. Furthermore, it is 
also in the U.S. interest to help Caribbean countries fight 
drug trafficking, since the region is a transit route for 
drugs coming from South America to the U.S., a regional 
security problem. 

It is also noteworthy that such initiatives go beyond 
military cooperation, demonstrating certain tendencies in 
the foreign policies of these countries. In the case of the 
United States, one can see the search for the resumption 
of American prestige in the international community 
through multilateralism. On the other hand, Caribbean 
countries seek the support of the powers to overcome 
their problems, such as security and economic issues. 

Thus, the historical importance of the Caribbean 
Sea to Washington and its concern over the increasing 
influence of adversary powers in the region can be seen. 
It is possible to verify that naval exercises are configured 
as one of the strategies to contain possible extra-regional 
rivals and, at the same time, to support Caribbean countries 
in fighting their own security problems that, in some 
way, may spill over to the U.S. It is worth remembering 
that this rapprochement with the United States is in the 
interest of some states in the region.

Source: Rotary  Club of St. Thomas East

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

EUROPE

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/1580/Stories/my-caribbean-sea
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 Investments in critical sectors for the maintenance of U.S. power

Victor Gaspar Filho

On May 12th, 2021, the U.S. government announced 
the Executive Order on Improving the Nation’s 

Cybersecurity. The document, published five days after 
the Colonial Pipelines' office cyberattack (Boletim 139), 
is linked to the USD 2.7 trillion American Jobs Plan for the 
infrastructure sector announced in March. This initiative 
aims to address the major challenges the government has 
identified: climate change and Chinese growth.

A study conducted by the Department of Energy  
found that power outages cost the U.S. economy up to 
USD 70 billion annually. Cyber-attacks are among the 
causes of these power breaks, highlighting the need 
for improved cybersecurity systems, especially as the 
energy transition and the digitalization of energy systems 
advance. The plan requests USD 135 billion from 
Congress for investment in the renewable energy sector 
to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and place the 
country as a leader in clean energy technology and jobs. 
The document can be understood as something similar to 
China's Five-Year Plan 2021.

To achieve its goals, the government will improve 
the identification, deterrence, protection, and response 
to malicious actions autonomously and with private 
partnerships. It is asserted that current contract terms 

restrict the sharing of critical information to incident 
investigation and remediation, affecting the institutional 
environment. New contract language is mandatory 
for service providers to collect, preserve, and make 
available relevant cyber incident data and collaborate 
with investigations and responses. The Executive Order 
points out that the development of commercial software 
often lacks transparency and underscores the need for 
mechanisms to ensure the security and integrity of critical 
software. Additionally, the document establishes a Cyber 
Safety Review Board composed of federal officials and 
industry representatives. It also proposes the development 
of procedures to counter cyber incidents and a training 
program for agencies to meet new protocols.

Domestic public investment as a share of GDP, an 
indicator of the government's priorities for resource 
allocation, has dropped more than 40% since 1960. The 
package announced suggests the emphasis on sectors 
that need immediate inputs to maintain the U.S. position 
in the international system. The strengthening of the 
abovementioned sectors is indicated as necessary for the 
security of the United States in all its senses, considering 
the challenges recognized by the federal government as 
unrelenting.

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

Norway and the United States are long-time allies. The 
states are founding members of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO), and it is ordinary for the 
organization's military exercises in a subarctic climate to 
be held in northern Norway. This partnership took a step 
forward in April 2021, when the two countries signed 
the Supplementary Defense Cooperation Agreement. 
Therefore, what are the possible reasons for this increased 
rapprochement, and what are the future implications for 
Norwegian Defense Strategy?

Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014 has caused a 
setback in its relations with some European countries, 
including Norway, and raised tension with NATO 
members. However, the Norwegians have traditionally 
adopted a pacifying stance, seeking to avoid a conflict 
that would favor the Russians, considering their superior 
military capabilities. However, the increase of the Russian 

presence in the Arctic, represented by the strengthening 
of the Northern Fleet, currently the most powerful of the 
Russian fleets, seems to have concerned Norway. The 
signing of this agreement indicates the search for greater 
support from Washington regarding this threat. 

The main point of the document is to enable the 
Americans to make infrastructure investments in three 
Norwegian air bases and one Norwegian naval base 
and use these bases if necessary. The agreement also 
eases the deployment and presence of U.S. military 
personnel in Norway. It is noteworthy that this does 
not mean that the United States will have military 
bases in the country, what would go against one of the 
principles of the Norwegian Security Policy. The signing 
of the agreement, which should be voted on between 
September and December in the Norwegian Parliament, 
has provoked harsh statements from Russian Foreign 

Agreement between Norway and the United States strengthens military cooperation

Victor Magalhães Longo

EUROPE

  »

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_171/mobile/index.html
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Minister Sergei Lavrov, who during the Arctic Council 
Ministerial Meeting in May 2021 called for a military 
meeting of the organization's members due to escalating 
tension in the region.

Even though Norway has always preferred to avoid 
conflicts in and around the Arctic, this alignment stresses 

that there will be no hesitation in taking NATO's side 
if tensions escalate. The defense of the Organization's 
"northern flank" is of particular interest to the Nordics and 
the alliance's most powerful member, the United States. 
As long as it generates concerns, the cooperation between 
Norway and the United States tends to strengthen.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p08-09.

Source: Insider

Russian-British relations have been drifting apart, 
marked by several diplomatic crises, such as the 

poisoning of former Russian spies on British soil and 
criticism of Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014. 
Recently, the Royal Navy has reported constant incursions 
by the Russian Navy around British Jurisdictional  
Waters, to the point that current Defense Secretary Ben 
Wallace, in an interview with The Telegraph, stated 
that Moscow is currently the main threat to the UK. 
Therefore, what are the consequences of this crisis in the 
use of naval power by these states? 

In May 2021, Reuters reported that the Russian 
Navy expelled the destroyer HMS Dragon, supposedly 
sailing illegally in Ukrainian territorial waters. On 
the other hand, the Royal Navy vigorously denies this 
report, claiming that the destroyer merely performed an 
innocent passage procedure in the region. Similarly, there 
is a notable increase in the Russian naval presence in the 
North Sea and especially in the Black Sea, reflecting the 

toughening of dialogues with Ukraine and the escalating 
tensions with the West. Naturally, this is also reflected in 
London-Moscow relations. 

The United Kingdom, newly out of the European 
Union, has also adopted a stricter foreign policy toward 
Russia. In this tone, we can consider HMS Dragon's 
incursion into Ukrainian waters due to this change. It 
is essential to underline the increase in naval defense 
investments, foreseen in the new edition of the Integrated 
Review (Boletim 138). London has also recently sent a 
commission led by the brand-new aircraft carrier Queen 
Elizabeth, which will sail over 28,000 nautical miles to 
ports and regions strategic to London in the Indo-Pacific 
in a major logistical and operational effort. Currently, 
Moscow is without its only aircraft carrier, the Admiral 
Kuznetsov, stranded in a dry dock. 

Thus, it is notable that both countries are comfortable 
with expanding the activity of their navies and that these 
movements follow the escalating tensions between the 

Distancing in UK-Russia relations: naval consequences

Guilherme Carvalho

  »

https://www.businessinsider.com/norway-agreement-allows-us-to-build-on-bases-near-russia-2021-4
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RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Despite being focused on business activities, the Saint 
Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF), 

also serves as an indicator of the international conditions 
and reflects the general lines of the Russian Foreign 
Policy. Held between June 2nd and 5th, 2021, the 24th and 
current edition of the event had more than 13 thousand 
participants and allowed the celebration of more than 200 
agreements, tallying USD 52 billion — the largest value 
ever registered in the SPIEF. Even with the participation 
of companies and trade delegations from Europe and 
the United States, the general absence of political 
representatives from Western countries signaled the 
current tension in relations between Russia and the West 
— currently marked by diplomatic and trade sanctions.

According to Russian authorities, one way out of this 
stalemate is to dialogue about areas of common interest. 
This was evident in the speech of the Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who addressed climate change, Nord 
Stream 2 (Boletim 140), cooperation on vaccination, 
and post-pandemic economic recovery. Nevertheless, the 
theme of SPIEF in 2021 was centered on the “new post-
pandemic global economic reality”.

Putin also stressed that the robust recovery expected 
for the global economy in 2021 would be unequal. Access 

to vaccines is still concentrated in developed countries, 
and these nations also have more resources to promote 
the necessary policies. This allows the visualization 
of Russia’s partnership diversification policy, which 
is expanding the cooperation for fighting against the 
pandemic and its economic ties with the Global South 
and emerging countries.

Moscow is keen both to secure its own economic 
development and to ensure its influence at the global 
level, which is affected by the geopolitical dispute with 
the West. At the SPIEF, this policy was evident with the 
investments made in the Siberian and in the Far East 
regions of the country, totaling USD 7 billion — most 
from East Asian and Middle Eastern countries. Another 
example was the participation of Argentinian President 
Alberto Fernández, who celebrated the cooperation 
for the production of the Russian vaccine, Sputnik V, 
in Argentina — indicating the increase of the Russian 
presence in Latin America.

Thus, in addition to economic and commercial gains, 
it is clear that the diversification of partnerships with the 
Global South also serves Russian interests in diminishing 
the effects of Western sanctions and increasing its 
prominence at the international level.

Russia’s Foreign Policy at the 24th Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum
Pérsio Glória de Paula

two countries. With the current Russian and British 
strategic environment, it is possible that these dialogues 
between the two nations will become increasingly 

complex and that situations like those described in this 
article will become gradually more recurrent.

  »

Source: Ejil:Talk
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EAST ASIA

The demographic issue is historically part of the 
Chinese leadership's state policy. During the Mao 

Zedong Era, for example, raising the birth rate aimed 
to expand the labor force of a still agrarian China and  
curbing foreign invasions. Around thirty years later, with a 
reform agenda, the rise of Deng Xiaoping was responsible 
for the One-Child Policy in 1979, aimed at dealing with 
overpopulation and reducing poverty. However, in 2016, 
this policy was revised, allowing the second child to all 
Chinese couples. However, this decision did not reverse 
the downward trend in birth rates (almost 15% annually) 
due to the increase in the cost of living. In a context of 
population aging faster than the average income growth, 
on May 31st, the government started to allow the third 
child and must increase the retirement age. Many analysts 
focused on the economic arguments for this decision, but 
what did geopolitical elements encourage such a move?

While the economic risks of this demographic 

landscape are great, the geopolitical risks are also 
evident. In terms of demographics, the two countries that 
most concern Beijing are the U.S. and India. Compared 
to the U.S., China has a population four times larger; 
it is also seeking to increase its productivity and invest 
in the modernization and innovation of its economy, 
companies, and armed forces. The expectation is that 
China will be able to catch up with the U.S. in several 
areas in this decade.

In the long run, however, the biggest concern is 
India. The South Asian country has 1.3 billion people 
(with expectations of surpassing China in this decade), 
a political model closer to the West, and vast potential 
to expand its national resources to boost its national 
development. Therefore, the Chinese leadership has 
acted to maintain the demographic advantage, thinking 
long-term against a potentially challenging neighbor.

The geopolitical perspective of the Chinese demographic challenge

Philipe Alexandre

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p11.

Source: Nature Index

https://www.natureindex.com/news-blog/this-graphic-shows-indias-population-overtaking-china
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India ranks fifth in the world in installed capacity of 
renewable energy, fourth in wind energy, and fifth 

in solar energy. It has increasingly moved towards the 
energy transition and has several internal and external 
investments in the sector. That said, how can we see 
India's energy transition in the context of its foreign 
policy?

2021 represents the seventh year that Narendra Modi, 
the Indian Prime Minister, has held this position. Since he 
took up a position in the government, Modi has defended 
the eight fundamental development projects — part of 
what is known as Make in India (a government initiative 
to attract investments in 25 different sectors) — one of 
them being, precisely, renewable energy, whose goal is to 
install 175 GW of renewable energy capacity by the end 
of 2022, expanding to 450 GW by 2030 (Boletim 116). 
Besides that, the country is one of the top three states 
that are leading global renewable energy growth, not to 
mention its leadership of the International Solar Alliance 
(announced at COP-21). 

On May 20th and 21st, the country organized 
the BRICS Senior Energy Officials meeting, with 
representatives of the five nations. On the Indian side, 

Vivek Kumar Dewangan, Additional Secretary of the 
Ministry of Energy, led the meeting (formerly hosted by 
India), which also explained that India would focus on 
developing Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency, and 
Smart Grid. Furthermore, he proposed that countries 
collaborate in updating the report on the BRICS energy 
sector and preparing a BRICS Energy Technology Report 
and a BRICS Energy Research Directory.

However, even though the country highly depends 
on fossil resources, such as coal, India has effectively 
sought to be among the main nations responsible for 
this (gradual) energy change. Over the last five years the 
country is willing to fulfill its energy goals, one of the 
results being a 226% increase in its installed capacity in 
renewable energy.

In this aspect, it is clear that the use of the country’s 
image as one of the protagonists for the world’s energy 
transition supports its internal policy of promoting and 
develop national projects (Make in India), as well as 
sustaining its cooperative foreign policy, encouraging 
its close countries (BRICS) to engage in the energy 
transition.

Renewable energy: an opportunity for Indian global projection?  
Marina Corrêa

Source: Reuters

SOUTH ASIA
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SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

After a promise by the United States of America to 
reintroduce the Indo-Pacific region into the core of 

its grand strategy, optimistically perceived by Southeast 
Asian countries, the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) is not a priority anymore. On an 
official visit in early June, diplomat Wendy Sherman met 
with members of the organization with promises of help 
with vaccine purchases and trade issues. Nevertheless, 
the visit did not convince officials, especially after the 
U.S.-ASEAN ministerial meeting was cancelled due to 
technical issues with Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, 
who was visiting the Middle East at the time. For some, 
it sounded as if ASEAN was not a relevant actor for 
the solution of issues in the region. Thus, it should be 
questioned which actor will be highlighted by the U.S. 
for this goal. 

The calls for sanctions and statements against the 
coup in Myanmar are the best argument for the U.S. 
to disregard ASEAN for its initial omission and later 
recognition of the military government, receiving its 
leader in official events. Thus, ASEAN seems to lose 
ground to the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
— composed of Australia, the United States, India, and 
Japan. The informal group, which started in 2007, holds 

meetings, information exchange, and military exercises 
and is considered a way to contain the Chinese advance 
in the region. 

In 1954, the U.S. made a similar move with the 
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) creation, a 
group that followed the U.S. plan for stability in Southeast 
Asia. In this context, Thailand and the Philippines joined 
later, only to soften criticism of the action that did not 
count with the participation of local countries. The 
current U.S. prioritization of QUAD can take advantage 
of Japan, very well aligned with Washington's interests, 
as a country that will provide necessary validation to the 
group, just as it did with Thailand and the Philippines in 
SEATO. 

Therefore, Biden would be able to execute his 
plan for the Indo-Pacific while ensuring that his plans 
are followed to the letter by allies (alliances such as 
South Korea, should also be considered). Moreover, 
by sidelining ASEAN, he ensures a breakdown of the 
regional organization's prestige and avoids conflict of 
interest between the parties. After all, ASEAN has plans 
for stability, such as the Code of Conduct for the South 
China Sea, which is currently frozen. 

U.S. sets ASEAN aside and picks QUAD
Matheus Bruno Pereira

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p13.

Source: The Heritage Foundation
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Borneo, full of natural resources, is currently home to 
Brunei, Indonesia, and Malaysia and was once the 

land of great empires. There are still minor tensions among 
its dividers, but recently the biggest island dilemmas 
have been related to deforestation and the dispute in 
the South China Sea (SCS). A lot is said and analyzed 
about Indonesia and Malaysia in this last dispute, but 
analysts tend to downplay Brunei's importance. With 
the exploration of Borneo’s vast mineral resources as 
its leading economic activity, having oil and natural gas 
as its most exported products, the country holds one of 
the highest per capita incomes in Asia. So, what is the 
impact of Brunei's foreign policy in the context of SCS?

Brunei's armed forces have good military relations 
with Singapore, carried out exercises with Australia, 
and acted in Lebanon and the Philippines, besides using 
equipment from the UK, France, and the U.S. Although 
they do not have recent experiences in combat, they 
have acted in humanitarian missions and peacekeeping. 
Security and border surveillance, air defense platforms, 
maritime awareness, and regional disaster response are 
among its priority efforts. The country emphasizes the 

importance of science, technology, and command skills 
to leverage the effectiveness of its forces. 

Brunei tends to minimize SCS tensions, contributing 
to the inexistence of significant conflicts in their 
relations with Beijing; however, they claim part of the 
Spratly Islands. Although listed as a complainant, Brunei 
never clearly claimed its sovereignty nor occupied lands 
in Spratly, including the portion evidently inside their 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Still, considering 
the Chinese claims and the fact that the nine-track line 
significantly cuts Brunei's EEZ, diplomatic tensions 
between those states cannot be ignored. 

Brunei has strong ties to both China and the United 
States. Americans have historically supplied the Armed 
Forces of Brunei with Defense equipment, support 
services, and training packages. Since 2018, with the first 
official visit of Xi Jinping, the country has encouraged 
Chinese investments in its territory. 

Thus, Brunei's posture at SCS reveals a growing 
tension: alignment with the U.S. could exacerbate 
disputes in the region as China increases its expansion in 
Brunei’s EEZ beyond the Spratly Islands. 

Brunei and its behavior in the South China Sea dispute 

Gabriela Veloso

Source: Google Maps + Wikipedia (adapted)

https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Born%C3%A9u


15
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 141 • June | 2021

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n141.p15.

ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC

While the world struggles with the coronavirus 
pandemic, countries that have best managed the 

crisis today can calmly focus on Antarctica. This is the 
case of New Zealand, which announced in May the 
transfer of funds for the reconstruction of the Antarctic 
station Scott Base. Although the country undergoes a 
process of economic recovery, it has mobilized resources 
to replace all the facilities of a station, fulfilling the 
promise of the budget made in 2019. Considering the 
current critical context, why is Antarctica a priority for 
New Zealand? 

Under British power, New Zealand took over 
the administration of the Ross Dependency in 1923, 
considering the closeness of this Antarctic region to New 
Zealand territory. At the time, the United Kingdom already 
claimed an Antarctic portion and influenced Australia — 
still a British colony — to formalize the same, causing 
more than 2/3 of the continent to be claimed by the 
British. After its independence, New Zealand maintained 
its territorial claim and has been one of the most active 
countries in the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) meetings 
since then. 

Geographic proximity is one of the important factors 
for the New Zealand presence in the region, having 

Christchurch as an important Antarctic hub for reaching 
the southern continent. The decisions taken by the country 
go along with those taken by Australia, especially on 
the environment. Both form a kind of Antarctic front in 
Oceania, whose decisions are adjusted to the West and, 
due to considerable Antarctic investments, maintain a 
strong presence in loco. 

With the possibility of exercising hegemony over an 
Antarctic space close to its territory and distant from other 
countries, New Zealand relies on the legal mechanisms of 
the ATS, especially in the meetings of the Convention on 
the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, 
in which the country has been proposing the creation of 
Marine Protected Areas (MPA) for years. The creation of 
MPAs in the region is vital for environmental conservation 
and to ensure that Antarctica remains as untouched as 
possible, but it also prevents foreign ships from sailing 
in waters close to the territories of interest to states that 
invest heavily in the continent. The biggest opponents to 
creating MPAs are China and Russia, which often fish 
for krill in the region. For New Zealand, focusing on 
Antarctica is aligned with its sustainability agenda and 
ensures its strategic interests.

Scott Base Station reconstruction: the importance of Antarctica to New Zealand
Gabriele Hernandez 

Source: Research Gate (adapted)
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https://www.france24.com/es/am%C3%A9rica-latina/20210602-colombia-reapertura-unilateral-fronteras-venezuela
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/2629138/us-and-dominican-republic-conduct-bi-lateral-interdiction-exercise-in-caribbean/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/2629138/us-and-dominican-republic-conduct-bi-lateral-interdiction-exercise-in-caribbean/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/2603054/us-and-jamaica-conduct-bi-lateral-maritime-exercise-in-caribbean/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/2603054/us-and-jamaica-conduct-bi-lateral-maritime-exercise-in-caribbean/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/05/12/executive-order-on-improving-the-nations-cybersecurity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/undertegner-tilleggsavtale-om-forsvarssamarbeid-med-usa/id2844970/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/undertegner-tilleggsavtale-om-forsvarssamarbeid-med-usa/id2844970/
https://www.reuters.com/world/russias-lavrov-calls-military-dialogue-between-arctic-states-2021-05-20/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/05/22/exclusive-russia-number-one-threat-submarines-circle-britain/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/05/22/exclusive-russia-number-one-threat-submarines-circle-britain/
https://www.ft.com/content/9b0cbae4-77b3-465c-a8d4-6166ef7addeb
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/65746
https://tass.com/pressreview/1299665
https://www.economist.com/china/2021/06/03/china-rapidly-shifts-from-a-two-child-to-a-three-child-policy
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3136092/chinas-three-child-policy-why-was-it-introduced-and-what-does
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3136092/chinas-three-child-policy-why-was-it-introduced-and-what-does
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/india-organizes-first-brics-energy-meet/article34646890.ece
https://www.makeinindia.com/sector/renewable-energy
https://asiatimes.com/2021/06/benign-neglect-why-biden-prefers-quad-over-asean/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/china-proposing-to-host-asean-ministers-next-month/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/brunei-japanese-navies-strengthen-ties/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/brunei-japanese-navies-strengthen-ties/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/brunei-us-ties-will-remain-strong-2/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-antarctic-a-very-short-introduction-9780199697687?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.stuff.co.nz/science/125196770/budget-2021-government-to-pay-entire-306m-bill-for-scott-base-rebuild
https://www.stuff.co.nz/science/125196770/budget-2021-government-to-pay-entire-306m-bill-for-scott-base-rebuild
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Scott_Base,_the_New_Zealand_Research_Station_in_the_Antarctic_(30812063932).jpg
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RISK MAP

►  HIGH RISK:

• YEMEN — Civil war and humanitarian crisis: Russia looks for way back into Yemen. Al-Monitor, Jun 
01st 2021.  Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• VENEZUELA — Structural crisis: Los disidentes de las FARC obligan a venezolanos a dejar sus casas 
en Apure. Infobae, Jun. 14th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• MOÇAMBIQUE — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Insecurity in northern 
Mozambique continues to forcibly displace thousands. The Conversation, May 27th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 
14th 2021. 

• MYANMAR — Military coup: Myanmar anti-corruption body files case against Suu Kyi. Nikkei Asia, 
Jun. 10th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

►  MEDIUM RISK:

• AFGHANISTAN — Regional instability: Taliban Captures Another Afghan District As Battle Rages 
Ahead Of International Troop Pullout. Afghan Online Press, Jun. 08th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

•  BELARUS — Political crisis and tensions with the European bloc: European Parliament Calls For 
Harsh Economic Sanctions On 'Criminal' Belarusian Regime. Radio Free Europe, Jun. 11th 2021. Accessed 
on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• CHAD — Structural crisis: Chad – Death of Chad’s President Leaves Vacuum in the Heart of the Sahel. 
Global Risk Insights, Jun. 11th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• COLOMBIA — Border crisis: Lo que dice el informe de Human Rights Watch sobre la «brutalidad 
policial» en Colombia. CNN, Jun. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.  

• EL SALVADOR — Political crisis: Equipo de reformas a la Constitución abre vía a referéndum y 
plebiscito. El Salvador, Jun. 13th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.   

• ETHIOPIA — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Ethiopia's Tigray crisis: G7 calls for 
access for aid workers. BBC, Jun. 14th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021. 

The map entitled “Top Global Risks” on the 3 rd page 
of this Boletim was prepared by the Conjuncture 

Assessment Group (NAC) members of the Brazilian 
Naval War College (EGN). The appearance of the 
international phenomena on the map considers their 
relevance to Brazil, analyzed through criteria, namely 
the number of Brazilians living in the region, direct 
or indirect influence on the Brazilian economy, and 
their impact on the Brazilian Strategic Surroundings. 
Besides, the interests of the United Nations Security 
Council permanent members will be considered. 
After selecting the phenomena, they are categorized 
as high risk (red) or medium risk (orange), following 
parameters that reflect the severity of the risk, 
namely: number of victims, the relevance of the 
actors involved, impact on the global economy, and 
the possibility of tensions escalation. The countries 
painted in gray represent conflicts under analysis, 

which may become red or orange, depending on the 
conflict's aggravation.

Due to the increase in the number of cases 
(infected, hospitalized and dead) of COVID-19, there 
was an adaptation in the analysis of the scenario. 
In this way, a separate map was drawn up, with the 
countries with the highest number of infected people, 
according to the latest WHO bulletin released until 
the publishing date of this bulletin. Thus, the countries 
were painted in red or orange according to the number 
of total cases.

The analyzes are redone at each Boletim edition, 
aiming to reassess and update the demarcated regions 
and the color used in each one. Therefore, the main 
phenomena are always observed, distributed at 
high and medium risk. Below are links to the risks 
indicated on the map:

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/06/united-states-ramps-libyan-engagement
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2021/06/14/los-disidentes-de-las-farc-obligan-a-venezolanos-a-dejar-sus-casas-en-apure/
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2021/06/14/los-disidentes-de-las-farc-obligan-a-venezolanos-a-dejar-sus-casas-en-apure/
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/insecurity-northern-mozambique-continues-forcibly-displace-thousands
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/insecurity-northern-mozambique-continues-forcibly-displace-thousands
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-anti-corruption-body-files-cases-against-Suu-Kyi
http://www.aopnews.com/taliban/taliban-captures-another-afghan-district-as-battle-rages-ahead-of-international-troop-pullout/
http://www.aopnews.com/taliban/taliban-captures-another-afghan-district-as-battle-rages-ahead-of-international-troop-pullout/
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-parliament-sanction-belarus-/31301775.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-parliament-sanction-belarus-/31301775.html
https://globalriskinsights.com/2021/06/chad-death-of-chads-president-leaves-vacuum-in-the-heart-of-the-sahel/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/video/abuso-policial-colombia-informe-hrw-pkg-michael-roa/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/video/abuso-policial-colombia-informe-hrw-pkg-michael-roa/
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/constitucion-de-la-republica-comision-concluye-analisis-propuesta-plebiscito-referendum/848150/2021/
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/constitucion-de-la-republica-comision-concluye-analisis-propuesta-plebiscito-referendum/848150/2021/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57460462
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57460462
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• GULF OF GUINEA — Conjunctural maritime insecurity: Drones, Choppers Deploy to Combat Piracy 
in Gulf Off Nigeria. Bloomberg, Jun. 14th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.  

• ISRAEL AND PALESTINE — Tensions in the Gaza Strip: The dilemma of rebuilding Gaza without 
rearming Hamas. BBC, Jun. 10th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.   

• LEBANON — Structural crisis: As Lebanon’s economic crisis deepens, currency drops to new low. 
Middle East Eye, Jun. 13th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021. 

• NIGER — Escalation of terrorist activity in the region: Niger: Attack on Seini Oumarou’s home kills 
guard. Al Jazeera, Jun. 13th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• NIGERIA — Insurgent attacks: Boko Haram: Nigerian president admits failure to end violence. BBC, 
Jun. 12th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.  

• SYRIA — Tensions in the South: Syrian hospital hit in artillery attacks on Afrin, at least 18 killed. 
Middle East Eye, Jun. 12th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021. 

• SOMALIA — Electoral instability: Suicide Blast at Military Training Camp in Somalia Targets New 
Recruits. The New York Times, Jun. 15th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 15th 2021.   

• UKRAINE — Russia-Ukraine cross-border tensions: 'Simulando conflito com Rússia': Ucrânia se 
beneficiará realizando jogos de guerra com a OTAN?. Reuters, Jun. 14th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.   

►  MONITORING:

• AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA – Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh: Azerbaijan trades Armenian prisoners 
of war for mine maps. Politico, Jun. 12th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• HAITI — Institutional crisis: Haití aplaza el referéndum constitucional. El Caribe, Jun. 09th 2021. 
Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• LYBIA — Ceasefire: Libye : Vinci, Total, Sanofi… Le marché de la reconstruction aiguise l’appétit des 
entreprises françaises. Jeune Afrique, Jun. 06th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021. 

• SOUTH AND EAST CHINA SEA, HONG KONG & TAIWAN — Chinese expansion in these regions: 
South China Sea: PLA sends in spy planes and ship to keep closer watch as regional tensions rise. South 
China Morning Post, Jun. 11th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021. 

• EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN — Tensions between Greece and Turkey and the occupation of Cyprus: 
What's the greatest obstacle in Turkey-Greece ties?. Daily Sabah, Jun. 08th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.   

• PERU — Electoral crisis: Una proclamación sin corto plazo: ¿cuándo se resolverían las solicitudes de 
nulidad de mesas de votación?. El Comercio, Jun. 14th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 2021.

• CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Central 
African Republic charges French national with espionage. Al Jazeera, Jun. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Jun. 14th 
2021.  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-10/nigeria-deploys-drones-choppers-to-combat-rampant-sea-piracy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-10/nigeria-deploys-drones-choppers-to-combat-rampant-sea-piracy
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57396819
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57396819
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/lebanon-financial-crisis-currency-new-low
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/13/niger-attack-on-seini-oumarous-home-kills-guard
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/13/niger-attack-on-seini-oumarous-home-kills-guard
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57452166
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-hospital-hit-artillery-attacks-afrin-least-18-killed
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/15/world/africa/somalia-shabab-attack-turkey.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/15/world/africa/somalia-shabab-attack-turkey.html
https://br.sputniknews.com/europa/2021061117645964-simulando-conflito-com-russia-ucrania-se-beneficiara-realizando-jogos-de-guerra-com-otan/
https://br.sputniknews.com/europa/2021061117645964-simulando-conflito-com-russia-ucrania-se-beneficiara-realizando-jogos-de-guerra-com-otan/
https://www.politico.eu/article/azerbaijan-armenia-prisoners-war-nagorno-karabakh-landmine-maps-blinken/
https://www.politico.eu/article/azerbaijan-armenia-prisoners-war-nagorno-karabakh-landmine-maps-blinken/
https://www.elcaribe.com.do/panorama/internacionales/haiti-aplaza-el-referendum-constitucional-2/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1183245/politique/libye-le-marche-de-la-reconstruction-aiguise-lappetit-des-entreprises-francaises/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1183245/politique/libye-le-marche-de-la-reconstruction-aiguise-lappetit-des-entreprises-francaises/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3136929/south-china-sea-pla-sends-spy-planes-and-ship-keep-closer
https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion/columns/whats-the-greatest-obstacle-in-turkey-greece-ties
https://elcomercio.pe/elecciones-2021/una-proclamacion-sin-corto-plazo-cuando-se-resolveran-las-solicitudes-de-nulidad-de-mesas-de-votacion-elecciones-2021-jurado-nacional-de-elecciones-jne-keiko-fujimori-pedro-castillo-fuerza-popular-peru-libre-noticia/
https://elcomercio.pe/elecciones-2021/una-proclamacion-sin-corto-plazo-cuando-se-resolveran-las-solicitudes-de-nulidad-de-mesas-de-votacion-elecciones-2021-jurado-nacional-de-elecciones-jne-keiko-fujimori-pedro-castillo-fuerza-popular-peru-libre-noticia/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/9/central-african-republic-charges-french-national-with-espionage
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/9/central-african-republic-charges-french-national-with-espionage

