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of the Department of Research and Post-Graduation (SPP) at 
the Naval War College (EGN). NAC studies the International 
Conjuncture from a geopolitical framework, in order to supply 
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into defense and security issues, and to disseminate updated 
knowledge of international conflicts and crisis to meet the Naval 
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The research group responsible for this Boletim is 
composed of members from different areas of expertise, whose 
multiple backgrounds and experiences provide a comprehensive 
approach to the latest international issues. It seeks to analyse the 
major themes, motivational factors and the main actors regarding 
the escalation of conflicts, ongoing crises and its outcomes.
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current issues about ten macro-regions in the globe: South 
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Middle East and North Africa, Europe, Russia and former 
USSR, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia and Oceania, 
Arctic and Antarctic. Furthermore, some editions feature the 
"Special Topics" section.

RESEARCHERS OF THE CONJUNCTURE RESEARCHERS OF THE CONJUNCTURE 
ASSESSMENT GROUPASSESSMENT GROUP

Bruna Soares Corrêa de Souza (UniLaSalle)
Carlos Henrique Ferreira da Silva Júnior (Egn) 
Matheus Souza Galves Mendes (Egn) 
Pedro Emiliano Kilson Ferreira (Univ. de Santiago)

EDITORIAL BOARD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Captain (RETD) Leonardo Faria de Mattos (Egn)

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Captain-Liutenant Bruno de Seixas Carvalho (Egn) 

SCIENTIFIC EDITOR
Captan (RETD) Francisco E. Alves de Almeida (Egn)

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Jéssica Germano de Lima Silva (Egn)
Noele de Freitas Peigo (Facamp)
Pedro Allemand Mancebo Silva (Puc-Rio)

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Ana Carolina Vaz Farias (Ufrj)
Bruno Gonçalves (Ufrj)
Isadora Novaes dos Santos bohrer (Ufrj)

TRANSLATION AND REVIEW
Rodrigo Oliveira Dutra Marcílio (Ufrj)

Ariane Dinalli Francisco (Universität Osnabrück)
Bruno Gonçalves (Ufrj)
Franco Napoleão A. de Alencastro Guimarães (Puc-Rio)
Isadora Jacques de Jesus (Ufrj) 
João Victor Marques Cardoso (Unirio) 
Vivian de Mattos Marciano (Uerj)

Ana Carolina Ferreira Lahr (Egn)
Gabriele Marina Molina Hernandez (Uff) 
Pedro Allemand Mancebo Silva (Puc-Rio)
Raphaella da Silva Dias Costa (Ufrj)

Marina Autran Caldas Bonny (Ufrj)
Melissa Rossi (Suffolk University)
Nathália Soares de Lima do Vale (Uerj) 
Thaïs Abygaëlle Dedeo (Université de Paris 3)
Victor Magalhães Longo de Carvalho Motta (Ufrj) 

João Pedro Ribeiro Grilo Cuquejo (Ibmec)
Luís Filipe de Souza Porto (Ufrj)
Marcelle Torres Alves Okuno (Ibmec) 
Philipe Alexandre Junqueira (Uerj)  
Rodrigo Abreu de Barcellos Ribeiro (Ufrj) 
Vinicius Guimarães Reis Gonçalves (Ufrj) 

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA
Adel Bakkour (Ufrj)
Ana Luiza Colares Carneiro (Ufrj) 
André Figueiredo Nunes (Eceme)
Isadora Novaes dos Santos bohrer (ufrj)
Dominique Marques de Souza (Ufrj)
Pedro da Silva Albit Penedo (Ufrj) 

João Miguel Villas-Boas Barcellos (Ufrj) 
Marina Soares Corrêa (Ufrj) 
Rebeca Vitória Alves Leite (Egn)

Alessandra Dantas Brito (Egn)

EUROPE

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

SOUTH AMERICA

ARCTIC & ANTARTIC

EAST ASIA

José Gabriel de Melo Pires (Ufrj)
Luiza Gomes Guitarrari (Ufrj) 
Pedro Mendes Martins (Eceme)
Pérsio Glória de Paula (Uff)

RUSSIA & FORMER USSR

SOUTH ASIA

SPECIAL TOPICS

PUBLICATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
To publish in the Boletim, the author is required to be a researcher 
of the Current Geopolitics Group of NAC and submit his article 
containing a maximum of 350 words to the peer review assessment 
process.

CONTACT
Brazilian Naval War College – Research and Post-Graduation
Superintendency. 
Av. Pasteur, 480 - Praia Vermelha – Urca - Postal Code: 22290-255 - 
Rio de Janeiro/RJ - Brazil 
PHONE.: +55 (21) 2546-9394 | E-mail: geocorrentenac@gmail.com

This and other editions of BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE, in 
portuguese and english, can be found at the Brazilian Naval War 
College Webpage and in our Google Drive Folder .

Iasmin Gabriele Nascimento dos Santos (ufrj)
Matheus Bruno Ferreira Alves Pereira (Ufrj) 
Thayná Fernandes Alves Ribeiro (Uff) 
Vinícius de Almeida Costa (Egn) 

SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

Ana Carolina Vaz Farias (Ufrj)
Jéssica Pires Barbosa Barreto (Egn) 
Rafael Esteves Gomes (Ufrj)
Victor Cabral Ribeiro (Puc-Rio)
Victor Eduardo Kalil Gaspar Filho (Egn)

BOLETIM

GEOCORRENTE

BRAZILIAN NAVAL WAR COLLEGE'S  
DIRECTOR
Rear Admiral Paulo César Bittencourt Ferreira

RESEARCH AND POST-GRADUATION  
SUPERINTENDENT OF THE BRAZILIAN  
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
Rear Admiral (Retd.) Marcio Magno de Farias Franco e 
Silva

http://lattes.cnpq.br/1669831379670914
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8731444Y7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4301475T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4098446Z0
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4339148P8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8111703P1
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4663636J9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2468579U4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2754088D7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2355904U4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4402240T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2754088D7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8461101A4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2229068A8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4309289H0
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8737006E5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2157290J9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8716164Y5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8018009T5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2357930E4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8152305T7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8479374T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8044666H8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9701984Y6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8803738H6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?metodo=apresentar&id=K8707899J5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8212846J0
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8219284Z8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8804069J5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4347922J3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8547499Y9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8836928T9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4456076T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2355904U4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4303856Y3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4506374T3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2236594D8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8465423H8
 http://lattes.cnpq.br/5351879060235334
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8218701T6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2467769P9
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8124248Z2
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4818457P3
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/boletim_geocorrente
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/boletim_geocorrente
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9740112A3
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8860121U6
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8737962J4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K4306545H8
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K2468579U4
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8451231U5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K9123039J5
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8974759Z7
http://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do?id=K8813025Z2


3
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 134 • March | 2021

BOLETIM
GEOCORRENTE

INDEX

TOP GLOBAL RISKS

For more information on the criteria used, visit page 18.

The Chilean maritime responsibility ................................................................... 5

Biden’s government strategic view towards security ......................................... 6

European Union's leading role in maritime safety in the Gulf of Guinea ........... 6

France’s Indo-Pacific Strategy and the South China Sea ................................. 7
Portugal and the relevance of the sea for its bioeconomic transition ................ 8

Syrian territory in the middle of a war between Israel and Iran ......................... 9

The Kuril Islands and the end of World War II .................................................. 10
Russian influence in Africa and the Middle East and the naval base  
in Port Sudan .................................................................................................... 11

China-Pakistan: a win-win relation on the regional board ................................ 12

The perspectives for the Indian Defense Budget ............................................. 13

The difficulties of the U.S. rapprochement in Southeast Asia ........................... 13
Defense policy changes in Indonesia ............................................................... 14

The challenges brought by autonomous lethal weapons  ................................ 15

EUROPE

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

SOUTH AMERICA EAST ASIA

SOUTH ASIA

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

References............................................................... 17

Selected Articles & Defense News........................... 16
Geocorrente Calendar.............................................. 16

Risk Maps................................................................. 18   

Disregarding the COVID-19 pandemic

SPECIAL TOPICS

SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

NORTH & CENTRAL AMERICA



4
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 134 • March | 2021

SOUTH AMERICA

BOLETIM
GEOCORRENTE

THE COUNTRIES WITH THE 
MOST CASES

Sources: World Health Organization; The New York Times

Data according to the "WHO COVID-19 Dashboard", published on March 10th, 2021.

VACCINE MONITORING



5
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 134 • March | 2021

Chile is among the 15 countries with the largest 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) on the planet, with 

42% of its EEZ delimited as a Marine Protected Area. 
The country has historically focused on oceanic issues 
and has a privileged geostrategic position on the coast 
of the Pacific and Antarctic oceans. It is worth analyzing 
how the country responds to the urge for surveillance of 
its vast maritime territory. 

Recently, DIRECTEMAR, the Chilean Navy 
institution responsible for safeguarding the natural 
resources, navigation and human life in the maritime 
space, opened a Request For Information (RFI) process 
for national and international companies for the Vigilum 
project. This project looks forward to implementing a 
radar and a drone system and creating a geospatial data 
infrastructure to improve the process of surveillance, 
control, alert and response to illegal activities, such 
as illegal fishing and drug trafficking, in the Chilean 
maritime area, about 3.6 million km2.

Still depending on approval and funding from the 
Ministry of Defense, Vigilum already studies the use 
of Surface Wave High-Frequency Radars (SWHFR), 

which has a range of up to 200 nautical miles, besides 
unmanned aerial vehicles, VTOL (Vertical Take-Off 
and Landing) and MALE (Medium-Altitude Long-
Endurance) types. Besides, the British initiative Satellite 
Enhanced Maritime Domain Awareness for Chile appears 
as an alternative. This program was developed in 2017 
through the United Kingdom Space Agency's cooperation 
program but did not evolve due to its cost. The initiative 
is a consequence of the new National Satellite System, 
announced in October 2020, which will create a network 
of three satellites, one of which will be built in Chile.

Therefore, considering the Chilean maritime 
vocation, based on its geography, national sovereignty 
and international interests, its multipurpose and the 
intersectoral development of Armed Forces, in terms 
of personnel and material of its Navy is of paramount 
importance. These efforts are also aligned with the 
national scientific-technological development. Hence, 
the Andean country must also sustain this stance in 
its new constituent, reinforcing maritime awareness 
and responsibility at the national level, supporting 
international concerns.

The Chilean maritime responsibility

Carlos Silva Júnior

SOUTH AMERICA

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p05.

Source: Marine Conservation Institute

https://mpatlas.org/countries/CHL?fbclid=IwAR1Xm71yDmbtbzLehoq8G6XRGJcWDBYY3lze0kT0zrezT5MwElEzAucMtUs
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  »

Biden’s government strategic view towards security

Jéssica Barreto and Bruno Carvalho

The United States foreign policy during the Biden-
Harris administration is increasingly contrasting 

to Donald Trump’s. After almost three year of the last 
National Security Strategy (NSS), the Interim National 
Security Strategy Guidance (INSSG), released on 
March 3rd, 2021 reaffirms Biden’s electoral priorities 
(Boletim 131), inasmuch as it approximates to Barack 
Obama’s agenda in his first presidency. Hence, it is 
worth comparing INSSG’s main issues to Trump's NSS 
principles. 

Although still placing China as major competitor and 
Russia as a revisionist power, the INSSG differentiates 
itself from the Great Power Competition paradigm and 
the overemphasis on the economic advantages that 
characterized NSS. The INSSG understands security 
from a holistic perspective, inextricably linking the 
U.S.’ development to the stability of the international 
system. Hence, there is a clear concern regarding the 
North American leadership position when it comes to 
the COVID-19 pandemic; climate change and the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution. For the new administration, the 

U.S. foreign policy must rely on diplomacy, international 
organizations, collective security and on the Humans 
Rights agenda. 

Another point of divergence between the INSSG and 
Trump’s NSS is the economic development approach. 
Albeit present in the document highlighting that economic 
security equals national security, INSSG’s perspective 
focus on families and the national well-being, instead of 
underscoring the GDP’s growth based on the profit of 
the big companies. Furthermore, differently to Trump’s 
skepticism regarding the World Trade Organization, the 
Biden-Harris administration will work with their allies to 
reform it, so that it functions to support both American 
jobs and the values the U.S. shares. 

Therefore, there is an shift on Biden’s administration, 
bearing some resemblance to the classic U.S. foreign 
policy and clearly opposing the former administration. 
If there are similarities to Obama’s first term, it is fair 
to mention that, the Pandemic and its consequential 
economic problems parallels the 2008 global crisis. 

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p06.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

European Union's leading role in maritime safety in the Gulf of Guinea

João Victor Marques

The Gulf of Guinea’s (GoG) maritime insecurity 
is intensifying, inciting efforts among regional 

and extra-regional actors. The particularities of this 
maritime space require two commitments: respect for 
the sovereignty of coastal states, under the auspices of 
the legal-institutional establishment of the Yaoundé 
Architecture (2013), and cooperation to finance and 
build local capacities. Therefore, it is questioned how the 
European Union (EU) has balanced these commitments 
in its political decisions for the GoG.

The International Maritime Bureau's report on piracy 
and armed robbery recorded an increase from 64 to 82 
incidents in the GoG between 2019 and 2020. 22 cases 
(17 on the high seas) with 130 kidnapped crew members 
(95% of the cases worldwide) and 80% of attacks 

carrying firearms stand out. Considering the increasing 
sophistication, scope and impact of maritime crimes, the 
EU Council approved on January 25th, 2021, the launch 
of the first pilot case of the “Coordinated Maritime 
Presences” (CMP) initiative for the GoG, which makes the 
region a Maritime Area of Interest under the coordination 
of a General Staff in the sphere of the EU.

The EU and, especially, the Portuguese presidency in 
the European Council (January-June/2021) emphasize, 
through CMP, the relevance of the GoG when aiming at 
the coordination and the boost of maritime situational 
awareness in the area by the naval presence of the 
Member States. It is also a militarily assertive and 
complementary step, recognizing the inefficiency of 
the several cooperation initiatives supported by the EU 

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_154/mobile/index.html
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Action Plan 2015-2020 to ensure maritime security in the 
region. Even though local training projects such as the 
Gulf of Guinea Inter-regional Network, responsible for 
the information-sharing network YARIS, are continually 
financed, it is expected a more significant stimulus to 
European naval exercises. Already under the CMP, the 
NRP Setúbal of the Portuguese Navy suspended the 
GoG on March 1st to compose the Open Sea Initiative - 
a priority for the Portuguese-speaking African countries 
for three months.

Therefore, the EU Strategy on the GoG (2014) 

continues, but there is a reconfiguration of weights 
between financing the regional capacity and the  
extra-regional military presence. On the one hand, the 
reflections indicate a more relevant role for the EU in 
transatlantic collaboration and the encouragement of 
resistant states to exogenous forces, like Nigeria, to 
enhance their navies. On the other hand, the greater 
militarization of the GoG may focus excessively on the 
consequences and not on the structural socioeconomic 
causes of maritime insecurity.

  »

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p06-07.

France’s Indo-Pacific Strategy and the South China Sea

Thaïs Dedeo

In recent years, France has been intensifying its military 
presence in the South China Sea (SCS), which impacted 

the relations with China. Started on February 18th, the 
Jeanne D’Arc mission will deploy the amphibious 
helicopter carrier Tonnerre and the frigate Surcouf to 
the region. It is worth remembering that the French 
frigate Vendemiaire was accused of entering the Chinese 
jurisdictional waters in the Taiwan Strait in 2019, which 
France denied. In February 2021, the Chinese Navy 
detected the nuclear attack submarine Émeraude and the 
naval support ship Seine from the operation Marianne in 
the SCS. Although none of the incidents caused strong 
reactions from Beijing, what explains such a French 
military projection and the risk involved in jeopardizing 
its relations with China?

The Marine Nationale is a key actor to implement 
the 2019 Indo-Pacific Defense Strategy, defending the 

French overseas territories and interests. France has the 
2nd largest Exclusive Economic Zone globally, 93% of 
which is located in the Indo-Pacific zone, with overseas 
territories that tally 1.5 million inhabitants and 8,000 
military personnel. The fact that the Jeanne D’Arc 
mission, responsible for training future French officers, 
is increasingly targeting the Indo-Pacific and the SCS 
demonstrates this region's growing importance to Paris. 
The Mission will execute several military exercises 
passing through the Suez Canal to the Pacific Ocean.

Unlike the French presence in the Indo-Pacific 
region, the intensification of the military presence in the 
SCS is recent, which reinforces its projection capability. 
This posture also generates credibility vis-à-vis strategic 
allies and countries in the region by positioning itself as 
a defender of freedom of navigation, allowing France to 
consolidate its military partnerships and to attract new 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
EUROPE

Source: ICC

https://www.icc-ccs.org/index.php/1301-gulf-of-guinea-records-highest-ever-number-of-crew-kidnapped-in-2020-according-to-imb-s-annual-piracy-report
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ones. Furthermore, this approach projects France in this 
region, which has several strategic territories rich in 
natural resources, such as New Caledonia, which has a 
growing influence from China.

Consequently, although France has been intensifying 

its presence, this French power projection requires a 
balance game with Beijing, considering that it is an 
essential strategic partner for France and the European 
Union.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p07-08.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p08.

Sustainability has become one of the most relevant 
subjects for the European Union over the last decade, 

as the development of bioeconomy is at the center of the 
political agenda. Portugal has a bioindustry of around 
USD 23 billion, placing the country in a privileged 
position in the bloc. It is important, thus, to discuss the 
relationship between the bioeconomy and the Portuguese 
maritime resources.

The European association Bio-based Industries 
Consortium made a report about Portugal, updating a 2018 
version. It indicates that economic power, innovation 
potential, and abundance of biomass raw material can 
turn the country into a strong partner of the bioeconomy 
in Europe. In the last years, Portugal established itself as 
a growing force in the biotechnology sector by creating 
an ecosystem of startups. Nowadays, the government 
plans a national bioeconomy strategy, taking into account 
existing bio-based sectoral maps and it intends to support 
local, regional and national operations. 

The Portuguese Blue Bioeconomy focuses mainly on 
fishing for human consumption and tourism. Fish makes 
up about 37% of the bioresources used, other products 

being bacteria (17%), microalgae (16%), and macroalgae 
(15%). Between 2013 and 2016, the sector increased by 
13%, while the GDP grew by 12%, constituting the best 
performance of fisheries, aquaculture, ports, shipping, 
and naval construction. Since 2015, the government 
recognizes this importance, considering that the Smart 
Specialization Strategy, report defining priorities to 
create competitive advantages, highlighted aspects of 
the Blue Bioeconomy in the axes. The significance of 
marine resources tends to increase if the UN approves an 
extension of the continental shelf occupying areas with a 
potential for mineral wealth. This expansion would form 
a territory with 3.8 million square kilometers, where only 
3% of the total would be land-based.

Therefore, in the coming years, Portugal will become 
one of the central powers in the bioeconomy agenda. 
The Portuguese government is preparing economic 
plans focused on biotechnology and bioindustries. In 
this transition, marine resources are of great strategic 
importance, especially with the projects to expand the 
continental shelf.

Portugal and the relevance of the sea for its bioeconomic transition
Marina Autran

Source: Opex360

http://www.opex360.com/2021/02/20/cap-vers-la-mer-de-chine-pour-la-mission-jeanne-darc-2021/
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Syrian territory in the middle of a war between Israel and Iran

Dominique Marques and Adel Bakkour

Syria has become a genuine setting for foreign 
movements of power dispute in the region. 

Exclusively in February, Israel carried out two attacks 
from the Golan Heights in Syria aiming to combat 
Iranian targets, especially Hezbollah. These incidents 
are recurrent; approximately 350 attacks occurred from 
2013 to 2021. In 2019, Aviv Kochavi, Chief of General 
Staff of the Israel Defense Forces, mentioned that Israeli 
missile strikes in Syria prevent and delay the Iranian 
entrenchment, stopping the country from establishing a 
military base on its borders. How does the Iranian and 
Israeli presence affect Syria's political stability? 

Iran uses Syria and Iraq as a gateway to deliver 
weapons to Hezbollah in Lebanon, besides transferring 
arms and equipment into Syria's interior, especially 
after the explosions in Beirut in 2020. Therefore, land 
routes have been transformed into alternative pathways 
to these transfers. Hezbollah arose in the Lebanese Civil 
War (1982) against Israeli troops' occupation in the 
country, which supported Christians and were against the 

Muslim support for Palestinians. Today, Hezbollah is still 
supported by Iran, also a Shiite country, acting against 
Israel even after the conflict.

It is worth mentioning that Israel is a regional power 
with American support and that Iran receives most of 
the sanctions and reprisals from the USA. Additionally, 
Israel is geographically located and constituted by 
Arab countries, a significant issue since its formation. 
As a result, its relations in the region are problematic, 
especially when the country shows interest in becoming 
a regional power.

Consequently, there are these two isolated countries 
in terms of diplomatic capacity who take advantage 
of the Syrian weakness to exercise their power 
disputes. The consequences of this geopolitical context 
ultimately fall on Syria, which is at war since 2011 and 
struggling with conflicts between foreign powers in its 
territory, considering the lack of a solid central political 
representation caused by the very unstable situation.

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p09.

Source: BBC (adapted)

Targets bombed by Israel

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51397357
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The resolution of the stalemate between Russia and 
Japan over the Kuril Islands presents several legal, 

economic and geopolitical challenges. The Kuril Islands 
stretches between the Russian Kamtchaka Peninsula to 
the Japanese island of Hokkaido, and the disputes over 
their dominance go back to Moscow and Tokyo's border 
definition during the 19th century. After World War II, the 
Soviet Union conquered the four southernmost islands 
in the archipelago and, during the Cold War (1947-
1991), a resolution was intended by the Soviet-Japanese 
Joint Declaration, which provided for the transfer of 
two out of the four disputed islands for Japan as part of 
the stabilization of relations between the two countries. 
However, the Japanese government still claims all the 
islands, intensifying the clash. Why is the territory so 
important that this decades-long conflict cannot be 
concluded?

Several factors could explain this issue, but the 
islands' wealth in hydrocarbons, minerals and fishery 
resources and their strategic position are noteworthy. The 

Kuril archipelago is physically close to the headquarters 
of the Russian Pacific Fleet in Vladivostok. Therefore, 
fearing that, once under Japanese control, the islands will 
host American military bases, Russia remains defending 
its surroundings and its stance on Crimea, incorporated in 
2014. To legally reinforce this position, there were also 
constitutional changes made by Russia in 2019, which 
hinders the transfer of territories to foreign states.

It is worth stating that, in recent years, there have 
been negotiation attempts between the parties. In October 
2020, the two countries discussed the construction of 
joint economic projects on the disputed islands. And on 
February 15th, Katsunobo Kato, chief secretary of the 
Japanese cabinet, declared that the negotiations would 
continue.

However, even though both sides have publicly 
declared their intention to maintain the negotiation 
rounds, considering the several strategic interests behind 
its resolution, the territorial impasse is likely to remain.

The Kuril Islands and the end of World War II

Pedro Martins

RUSSIA & FORMER-USSR

Source: University of Washington

https://depts.washington.edu/ikip/index.html
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Russia’s new stance as a global power requires 
an expansion of its naval presence beyond the  

Post-Soviet Space. The country's approach on Africa 
and the Middle East, and the visit of the Russian 
frigate Admiral Grigorovich to Port Sudan at the end 
of February 2021 highlight this situation. These regions 
are geopolitically, diplomatically, and commercially 
important to Moscow's international position, with an 
intense history of political instability but too far from the 
Russian borders for a direct land projection. In December 
2020, it was agreed between Russia and Sudan that Port 
Sudan, located on the Red Sea's shores, would receive 
a Russian naval base (Boletim 129). This will be the 
second Russian naval base abroad and the first in Africa 
since the end of the Soviet Union — the first is in Tartus 
in Syria.

In addition to logistical issues and the importance of 
trade and transit routes, the base's position is also strategic 
due to its potential diplomatic and geopolitical impacts. 
Besides, according to Russian authorities, it will also 
serve to “ensure peace and stability in the region”. Given 
the success in maintaining the government of Bashar 

 al-Assad in Syria, due to the Russian military intervention 
in the country, which was also supported by naval power, 
it is possible to read the initiative in Sudan in this same 
light. The location is an interregional connection, and the 
Russian naval presence in the Red Sea is useful both for 
consolidating the country's influence in the Middle East 
and for sustained efforts to get closer to African countries.

With more than USD 6 billion in arms imports in 2020, 
the countries of North Africa and the Middle East form 
one of Russia's main arms markets, being the destination 
of almost 50% of all defense material exports of the 
country. The agreement with Sudan also provides for 
the possibility of transit of Russian military equipment, 
armaments, and supplies through other Sudanese ports 
and airports, which may allow greater Russian influence 
in other nearby areas, such as Central Africa and the 
Horn of Africa.

Therefore, the increased naval presence in Sudan is 
also an attempt by Moscow to establish itself as an actor 
capable of guaranteeing the political stability of possible 
partners and allies, even in the face of other powers that 
operate in the region.

Russian influence in Africa and the Middle East and the naval base in Port Sudan

Pérsio Glória de Paula

Source: Own production 

https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_150/mobile/index.html
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EAST ASIA

Since 2013, with the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), both Asian countries have achieved 

increasingly cooperative and close bilateral relations. 
President Xi Jinping was in the neighboring country in 
2015, the year in which an agreement was signed, defining 
the budget for such a project, accounting for USD 46 
billion — a constantly reassessed budget, which was 
reevaluated by approximately USD 60 billion in 2020. 
Therefore, it is worth asking: in addition to economic 
ties, what are the other advantages of these relations for 
both countries?

Since 1951, the bilateral relations between both 
countries have remained stable, even when the Muslim 
country sought to establish itself as a USA partner and 
Mao Zedong, a pro-USSR socialist model. India is 
the main element of the alliance between Islamabad 
and Beijing. In this sense, the CPEC Project, besides 
being an important catalyst for the Pakistani economy, 
it boosts Chinese investments in different spheres 
such as: infrastructure modernization in some regions 
of the country — some of them claimed by India —, 
power generation and distribution. It also represents 
the development of the strategic port Gwadar, given 

its location next to the Strait of Hormuz. Additionally, 
investments reach the Pakistani military sector, expressed 
through joint exercises and high-level conversations. 
The strategic relations are also demonstrated in the naval 
scope, with the programs for the acquisition by Pakistan 
of the new F-22P frigates, four Type 054A/P ships, and 
eight Hangor-class submarines to fortify these relations.

For China, besides being a historic strategic ally, 
Pakistan also represents a consumer market for its goods. 
But it is not restricted to that; both have also cooperated 
in regional security matters in the fight against terrorism. 
Furthermore, the access to Pakistani territory allows the 
Chinese not to depend on the maritime communication 
lines that run through the South China Sea and Indian 
radars in the Indian Ocean.

Therefore, it is notable that Pakistan is an important 
ally for China in the Indian Ocean and the Himalayas. 
It is also fundamental for the Pakistani economic 
development and, consequently, for its Navy. In addition 
to the economy, which currently resulted in CPEC, 
Sino-Pakistani relations are guided by geopolitics, with 
consequences in the sea.

China-Pakistan: a win-win relation on the regional board

Marina Corrêa and Philipe Alexandre

Source: GIS 

https://www.gisreportsonline.com/media/__sized__/report_images/InChiPa-3_vDf6Yj5-crop-c0-5__0-5-1340x828-70.jpg
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SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA

SOUTH ASIA

Despite the economic downturn mainly due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Defense’s 

budget rose by 1.4% in India. Beyond the investment 
itself, it is possible to highlight some changes regarding 
the use of this amount, considering the geopolitical 
challenges that India has been facing. An increasingly 
assertive China in the Indian Ocean and other countries 
that would be natural zones of Indian influence, the 
Defense budget for 2021-22 reflects New Delhi's desire 
to balance this reality.

In February 2021, the Indian Parliament approved 
the Union Budget for the new fiscal year, in which 
the capital outlay for the modernization of the Armed 
Forces indicates an increase of 18.75%. The focus on 
modernization is present in the Air Force and the Navy's 
expenses, while for the Army, it is planned to invest 
in new heavy vehicles. With the designation of “other 
equipment”, the allocation of resources to purchase 
missiles, air defense systems, weapons and ammunition 
are particularized.

Undoubtedly, the primary objective of the Indians 

is resource optimization with a limited budget. This is 
because, in the last fiscal year, due to the long period of 
an ongoing border dispute with China, the purchase of 
equipment on an emergency basis was made necessary, 
representing higher costs. Thus, many things are said 
about a new direction of the Defense plan in India, 
from the Make in India initiative, whose objective is 
to encourage manufacturing in the Defense sector, up 
to effective planning given the geopolitical context in 
which the country is inserted.

Therefore, for 2021-22, India’s security strategy 
should adopt new technologies understanding the 
concept of next generation warfare. It means enhancing 
electronic warfare capabilities, looking for alternatives 
to a short-range air defense system, making it a lethal 
force against its enemies. As a result, it can be said that 
the increase in capital outlay, despite the negative impact 
of the pandemic, signals the priorities of the government 
of Narendra Modi: to try to counterbalance the Chinese 
threat and its significant military budget.

The perspectives for the Indian Defense Budget

Rebeca Leite

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p13.

The difficulties of the U.S. rapprochement in Southeast Asia

Matheus Bruno Pereira

After years of weakened participation in the region, 
the United States is becoming a tangible actor for 

the collaboration in Southeast Asia in opposition to China 
again. The reaction comes in response to the election of 
Joe Biden as president.  The ISEAS (Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies), through its annual survey with analysts, 
academics and government officials, shows that most of 
them would prefer an alignment with the United States 
than with China. However, the possibility of the ASEAN 
bloc of escaping Beijing's regional influence seems to 
become gradually distant.

In his Foreign Affairs article, the diplomat Kurt 
Campbell, who returns to the White House to lead 
Washington's policy on Asia, emphasizes the need to 
undermine the U.S. ambivalence from the Trump era to 
finally combat China's assertiveness in Asia. Thus, the 

North American country could increase its deterrence 
in the region, aiming to provide balance in the Asian 
continent.

Despite mentioning ways to take care of the situation 
in military aspects, it is known that the economic matter 
also influences ASEAN's relationship with China, which 
generates twice as much the ASEAN-US trade (around 
USD 600 billion). When it comes to foreign direct 
investment in Southeast Asia, the USA has a larger 
share than China’s. This factor is crucial for the ASEAN 
countries, which have ascending skilled labor in several 
sectors, besides having a good part of their economy 
powered by small and medium-sized companies. This 
measure, in addition to the possibility of the country's 
return to the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), could help 
the resumption of an American momentum for the region.  »



14
BOLETIM GEOCORRENTE • ISSN 2446-7014 • N. 134 • March | 2021

DOI 10.21544/2446-7014.n134.p13-14.

Therefore, the expectation with the new US 
government are still high. For Washington, it will not 
be easy to counterbalance Beijing immediately, but 
the stable aspect demonstrated by Campbell seems 
to indicate a new period for ASEAN-US relations. 
However, the diplomatic approach itself is not enough, 

neither is the military one, but a strategic and balanced 
union between these two spheres with the economic one. 
After all, not only does the USA perceive the Chinese 
advance on Southeast Asia, but also the regional countries 
themselves, which signals that they need a counterweight 
at the same level.

Indonesia is now considered one of the central nations 
of Southeast Asia and the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN), besides being part of the G20. 
Its actions, especially in the South China Sea, have a 
significant impact on the political and military dynamics 
of the region. Recently, the Indonesian government 
published changes in its national defense policy, creating 
a reserve component in the country’s Armed Forces, 
which instigates a question: to what extent can the 
transformations in Indonesia's military sector affect the 
geopolitics of Southeast Asia?

President Joko Widodo, in January 2021, issued 
a regulation that implements the National Law 23 on 
National Defense Resource Management of the Nation. 

Among the changes, there was the creation of a “Reserve 
Army”, the KOMCAD, which will operate missions 
on air, land, and sea whenever it is requested. The 
KOMCAD will have around 25 thousand reservists, and 
it will be financed by the national and regional spheres. 
To come into effect, the plan still needs approval from 
the Legislative. However, the measure sparks debates on 
the society's militarization and on the possible extension 
of power from the Armed Forces in the civil policy.

On the one hand, it is worth highlighting the concerns 
with the Indonesian economy (Boletim 126) — the GDP 
of the country fell about 2% last year due to the pandemic, 
which has not occurred for more than two decades. On 
the other hand, strengthening the Armed Forces would 

 Defense policy changes in Indonesia

Iasmin Gabriele Nascimento

Source: Nippon

  »

https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/d00472/what-tpp-means-for-japan-and-the-global-economy.html
https://www.marinha.mil.br/egn/sites/www.marinha.mil.br.egn/files/flipping_book/index_144/mobile/index.html
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help guarantee their sovereignty, which is a concern 
of the Indonesian military sector. For example, in the 
South China Sea, there is a tendency to escalate conflict, 
especially with China — the Asia giant's new coast guard 
law can cause friction in the region of the Natuna Islands, 
which are in Indonesian territorial waters.

As stated in Boletim 129, Indonesia's measures 
reverberate in Southeast Asia and ASEAN — which 

has its most influential member in Indonesia. Reaffirm 
their positions, guarantee their sovereignty and work in 
its positioning as an emerging country and one of the 
largest economies in the world affects, even if indirectly, 
the friendly nations around them on various levels, 
depending on thei level of bilateral relations. Therefore, 
it is only possible to wait to know what will be the next 
steps of President Widodo.

Source: The Maritime Executive

While technological development benefits and 
changes all spheres of human life, within the 

scopes of international defense and security and of the 
countries, their use does not always produce beneficial 
results, even when its objectives are achieved (the most 
remarkable example in contemporary history: atomic 
bombs). It is possible to say that a similar discussion 
can be taken into consideration with the development 
and use of lethal autonomous weapons. The distinction 
between civilians and combatants based on previously 
determined parameters to a machine, would be accurate, 
as pundits suggest? Is it possible to incorporate ethical 
parameters, rules of engagement from and apply the 
international humanitarian law in a machine? Would a 
machine understand redemption?

In January 2021, the U.S. government think-tank 
National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence 
(NSCAI) presented a draft report to Congress supporting 
the development of technology and suggesting that the 
country should not adopt a ban on using these weapons. 
Robert Work, the Commission's vice president, also said 
that there would be a “moral imperative” in testing these 
machines concerning their efficiency related to target 

misidentification and the potential drop in the number of 
casualties in conflicts that it would bring.

Concerning the distinction between civilians and 
combatants, programming, operational systems,  and 
algorithms can carry human bias, such as preconceptions. 
Moreover once launched, these weapons would operate 
without a "mediator" - another officer, or even a controller 
who can reverse the decision made by the machine (like 
semi-automatic weapons) — automatically reproducing 
errors. When it comes to the number of casualties, 
analysts argue that the opposite could happen: with 
automated decisions taken at great speed, there would be 
a real possibility of escalating conflicts, which, alongside 
the arms race, could cause catastrophic consequences for 
the international system. 

The development of autonomous weapons represents 
a new chapter in the performance, strategy, and insertion 
of the national defense sectors (Boletim 129). The use of 
autonomous lethal weapons could irreversibly change the 
theater of operations, conflicts, and even the countries' 
public security sectors. Thus, contemporary wars are 
experiencing ethical questions, influence, accountability, 
and the need for more responsibility.

The challenges brought by autonomous lethal weapons 

Ariane Francisco
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http://www.opex360.com/2021/02/20/cap-vers-la-mer-de-chine-pour-la-mission-jeanne-darc-2021/
https://www.rtp.pt/noticias/economia/portugal-em-posicao-privilegiada-no-processo-de-transicao-para-a-bioeconomia-na-europa_n1300118
https://www.rtp.pt/noticias/economia/portugal-em-posicao-privilegiada-no-processo-de-transicao-para-a-bioeconomia-na-europa_n1300118
https://www2.ciimar.up.pt/pdfs/resources/roadmap_digital_hGBit_.pdf
https://www2.ciimar.up.pt/pdfs/resources/roadmap_digital_hGBit_.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55646298
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/1/syria-says-israel-attacks-areas-around-southern-damascus
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/why-russia-will-not-return-kuril-islands-japan
https://www.rt.com/russia/515599-japan-peace-deal-kuril-islands/
https://www.rt.com/russia/515599-japan-peace-deal-kuril-islands/
https://tass.com/defense/1259253
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/03/01/us-russia-warships-dock-in-strategic-sudan-port-a73110
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202102/1215245.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202102/1215245.shtml
http://cpec.gov.pk/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/amid-china-concerns-india-boosts-defense-budget/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/indias-defence-budgeting-strives-to-chart-a-new-course/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-01-12/how-america-can-shore-asian-order
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-01-12/how-america-can-shore-asian-order
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3121908/us-neglect-drives-asean-towards-china-superpower-economic
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3121908/us-neglect-drives-asean-towards-china-superpower-economic
https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/indonesias-military-gets-new-reserve-component/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3120780/indonesia-flags-unease-over-beijings-south-china-sea-actions
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3120780/indonesia-flags-unease-over-beijings-south-china-sea-actions
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-military-ai-idUSKBN29V2M0?taid=6010a3a7c8ffe70001f663d4&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-military-ai-idUSKBN29V2M0?taid=6010a3a7c8ffe70001f663d4&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.marinha.pt/pt/os_meios/patrulhasoceanicos/Paginas/nrp-setubal.aspx
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RISK MAP

►  HIGH RISK:

• GULF OF GUINEA — Conjunctural maritime insecurity: Nigeria: 14 kidnapped sailors rescued in Gulf 
of Guinea. Anadolu Agency, Mar. 07th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• YEMEN — Civil war and humanitarian crisis: US to Yemen’s Houthis: Stop attacking, start negotiating. 
Al Jazeera, Mar. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• LEBANON — Structural crisis: Lebanese president calls on army to prevent protesters blocking roads. 
Arab News, Mar. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• VENEZUELA — Structural crisis: 3 Venezuelans plead guilty for aiding anti-Maduro plot. AP News, 
Mar. 05th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• ETHIOPIA — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Ethiopia's Tigray region: War behind 
a 'steel wall'. DW, Mar. 01st 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• MOZAMBIQUE — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Mozambique: Govt forces, 
private firms, fighters accused of war crimes. Africa News, Mar. 02nd 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• MYANMAR — Military coup: Myanmar protest crackdown moves to new urban phase. Nikkei Asia, 
Mar. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

►  MEDIUM RISK:

• AFGHANISTAN — Regional instability: Blinken Proposes New Steps to Peace, Keeps May 1st Pullout 
Option. Tolo News, Mar. 07th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• BELARUS — Political crisis and tensions with the European bloc: Lukashenka: There Will Be 'No 
Transfer Of Power' in Belarus. Radio Free Europe, Mar. 02nd 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• LYBIA — Civil war escalation: Libya peace process threatened by vote-buying allegations. Middle East 

The map entitled “Top Global Risks” on the 3 rd page 
of this Boletim was prepared by the Conjuncture 

Assessment Group (NAC) members of the Brazilian 
Naval War College (EGN). The appearance of the 
international phenomena on the map considers their 
relevance to Brazil, analyzed through criteria, namely 
the number of Brazilians living in the region, direct 
or indirect influence on the Brazilian economy, and 
their impact on the Brazilian Strategic Surroundings. 
Besides, the interests of the United Nations Security 
Council permanent members will be considered. 
After selecting the phenomena, they are categorized 
as high risk (red) or medium risk (orange), following 
parameters that reflect the severity of the risk, 
namely: number of victims, the relevance of the 
actors involved, impact on the global economy, and 
the possibility of tensions escalation. The countries 
painted in gray represent conflicts under analysis, 

which may become red or orange, depending on the 
conflict's aggravation.

Due to the increase in the number of cases 
(infected, hospitalized and dead) of COVID-19, there 
was an adaptation in the analysis of the scenario. 
In this way, a separate map was drawn up, with the 
countries with the highest number of infected people, 
according to the latest WHO bulletin released until 
the publishing date of this bulletin. Thus, the countries 
were painted in red or orange according to the number 
of total cases.

The analyzes are redone at each Boletim edition, 
aiming to reassess and update the demarcated regions 
and the color used in each one. Therefore, the main 
phenomena are always observed, distributed at 
high and medium risk. Below are links to the risks 
indicated on the map:

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/nigeria-14-kidnapped-sailors-rescued-in-gulf-of-guinea/2167293
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/nigeria-14-kidnapped-sailors-rescued-in-gulf-of-guinea/2167293
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/9/us-says-yemens-houthis-have-to-stop-attacks-on-saudi-arabia
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1822221/middle-east
https://apnews.com/article/army-miami-latin-america-colombia-venezuela-89ad386cf7fbdb0873ae5f767ac26b50
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopias-tigray-region-war-behind-a-steel-wall/a-56737354
https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopias-tigray-region-war-behind-a-steel-wall/a-56737354
https://www.africanews.com/2021/03/02/amnesty-says-war-crimes-committed-in-mozambique-s-cabo-delgado/
https://www.africanews.com/2021/03/02/amnesty-says-war-crimes-committed-in-mozambique-s-cabo-delgado/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-protest-crackdown-moves-to-new-urban-phase
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-170509
https://www.rferl.org/a/belarus-lukashenka-no-transfer-of-power/31129795.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/belarus-lukashenka-no-transfer-of-power/31129795.html
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/libya-crisis-peace-process-threatened-allegations-vote-buying
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Eye, Mar. 02nd 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• SOUTH AND EAST CHINA SEA, HONG KONG & TAIWAN — Chinese expansion on regions:  
Chinese military in South China Sea landing drill as Taiwan tension persists. US - China Relations, Mar. 04th 

2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• EASTERN MEDITERRANENAN — Increasing tensions between Greece and Turkey and the occupation 
of Cyprus: Greece deployed assault boat to Kastellorizo, Defense Ministry says. Daily Sabah, Mar. 08th 2021. 
Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• SENEGAL — Political instability: Sénégal : Ousmane Sonko remis en liberté sous contrôle judiciaire.  
Jeune Afrique, Mar. 08th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC — Conflict between government and insurgent forces: Thousands 
flee rebel violence in Central African Republic. AP News, Mar. 01st 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

►  MONITORING:

• SINO-INDIAN BORDER — LAC standoff: China Gives Its PLA Army Commander On India Border A 
Plum Political Post; Planning Drones. Republic World, Mar. 02nd 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• GEORGIA — Opposition protests: Georgia's Political Crisis Puts Its Democratic Future in Doubt. World 
Politics Revie, Mar. 08th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• HAITI — Institutional crisis: Nous n'avons pas un problème de constitution, mais de gouvernance. Le 
Nouvelliste, Mar. 08th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• PARAGUAY — Political crisis: Coronavirus: Paraguay president dismisses ministers. BBC, Mar. 07th 
2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• RUSSIA — Opposition protests: Poverty and Passivity: Are New Protests Expected in the Russian 
Regions? The Jamestown Foundation, Mar. 08th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• SOMALIA — Electoral instability: Somalia: UN, African Union offices hit in Mogadishu. Anadolu 
Agency, Mar. 09th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• UKRAINE — Russia-Ukraine cross-border tensions: Ukraine Calls for help to Calm Frontline 'Escalation'. 
The Moscow Times, Mar. 05th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

• BORDER CLASH BETWEEN AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA — Armed conflict in the region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh: Post-war report: Armenia accuses Azerbaijan of dragging feet on POWs. Eurasianet, 
Mar. 05th 2021. Accessed on: Mar. 09th 2021.

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3124003/chinese-military-south-china-sea-landing-drill-taiwan-tension
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/greece-deployed-assault-boat-to-kastellorizo-defense-ministry-says
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1133305/politique/senegal-ousmane-sonko-remis-en-liberte-sous-controle-judiciaire/
https://apnews.com/article/bangui-elections-africa-central-african-republic-central-africa-501a1670286a68ffbfdfc5e867ace87e
https://apnews.com/article/bangui-elections-africa-central-african-republic-central-africa-501a1670286a68ffbfdfc5e867ace87e
https://thewire.in/security/india-china-standoff-peace-withdrawal-modi-lac
https://thewire.in/security/india-china-standoff-peace-withdrawal-modi-lac
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/29474/georgia-s-political-crisis-puts-its-democratic-future-in-doubt
https://lenouvelliste.com/article/222728/nous-navons-pas-un-probleme-de-constitution-mais-de-gouvernance
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-56309681
https://jamestown.org/program/poverty-and-passivity-are-new-protests-expected-in-the-russian-regions/
https://jamestown.org/program/poverty-and-passivity-are-new-protests-expected-in-the-russian-regions/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/somalia-un-african-union-offices-hit-in-mogadishu/2169894
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/03/05/ukraine-calls-for-help-to-calm-frontline-escalation-a73166
https://eurasianet.org/post-war-report-armenia-accuses-azerbaijan-of-dragging-feet-on-pows

